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this general Tnteres; in administration th2re were few recommendatï•ons

;hat emerged frorn the cbmmittee. Even these were always rather. vague,

sncti as one in 1-958 urging that pairttings being purchased for embassies

and chanceilarïes be truly rëpresentative of CCanada and one the

fiol lowi ng year f auou ri ng the pu.r`cMase rather than leasing of properties

abroad. In any case,, both r.ecomm2ndations were already part of official

pblicy therefore it was not. snrprisi.ng that the committee's final report

ended with commendi ng the department. für its expen.diiture of

appropriations voted by pairliament.l0

Apart from the extensive hear4ng on t^e Columbia River Basin,

the committee tended to hold. short i nqui ri.es into forei gn pol i cy

issues. There i s no indication tha tthe commi ttee fe l ir unduly

constr.ained by the.Government's limitation an its activity. It

riegularly saught and receivLad the ^ermissiorr of the House to investigate

sub'J:ects of interest to its sub-Commi tt2é or! agenda and procedurq.. On

one occasion it even entertained a request by the Zionists to. appear

before the committee but ruled that the Arabs must be given equal time

to present their ca-se on the future of Palestine. Members, however,

showed l i irtl e ï ntgrest an the four meetings de;voted to this sub,ject.

Only 36 per cent of them e,ame out and the meetings werë the s^^rtest on

record. Those few members who were interested in the subject, however,

màintained a lively dialogue with the witnesses. This unusual procedure

of r2ceiving oütside witnesses was regarded as an.educational experience

for the members, The chairman was careful to stress that no

recomrpendaticrn arising out of the hearing5 would be sent to the House.11

Major, foreign policy subjects were handled by the mini'ster in

meetings that were cortsisiientlÿ well at±ended. There was, in this early

peri od, a very clear distinction drawn ^atween min i st.ers and public

servants' roles as witnesses. When the Under Secretary was asked in

1952 aââût urrees+ in Tunisia he <replien: "r would not. Lare to express

an 'oni nian çategorically in answer to the in2mbèr's qüesti on.. . it

1-ouches pretty closely on pol icy, "some±nï'ng on ^^#ii.th : am not supposed


