
EDUCATIONAL REVIEW'.

H-INTS FOR APRIL AND MAY.

April and May bring their special days of
observance, and these days offer opportunities
for the littie, change of work and stimulus,
which both teachers and pupils need at this
time of year. Do net be satisfied with making
themn merely occasions for a little display and
recreation. If they are observed in the school-
room at -ail they should be made reaily educa-
tional; some "oid information sl4ould be gained,
and some enthusiasm engendered.

St. George's Day and Shalcespeare's birthday
both fall on April 23. St. Georg-began to be
regarded with special honour by Englishmen
during the third Crusade. ýn 1222 it was
ordered that bis day should be kept as a national
festival, and ever since then hie has been regarded
as England's patron saint. The stories, told
of him' are legendary, qnd, vary greatly, but
he is alwaysreeend as wearing, or carrying
on bis shield, the red cross, which la the symbol
of Christiaànity, and conquering. a dragon, the
emblem' of .sin. His is the- upright red cross
in our flag, and the. red and white roses worn on
St. George's Day show the colours of the cross
and its -field. Shakespeare anmd ether poets
hàve many references to hlm. ,Klng -Henry V.

cligon bis soldiers to attack Harfieur, tells
themt ta cry, "Heaven for Harry, England, and
St. George."

Even the lower grade children ought to know,
that Shakespeare is the greatest of; all English
poets, aud that he lived lu, theinie of Queen
Elizbeth, before this country was discovered;
and someddbngi. accordiug to their understanding,
about tii. inatter of his plays. Read them one
of Lamb's Taies from Shakespeare: let them learn
one of the gons: Hark, hark, the lark, " or
"Fear no more the heat o' the sun," or,

"Oipheus with bis lute.," or "Thorough bush,
thorough brier;". and onc or two patriotic
quotations, sucýh as:

Ths Eugland neyer did nor neyer shall
Lit at the proud foot of a cnurr

Btwhen ee first di4 help t on herseif.

Let al theieds thou aiWst at be thy Country 's, thy God 's

Penhaps if: you tel your pupils that the
Germa" -say thtt Shakespeare is reaily their
poet, because they have studied, and honoured

hlm more than we have, it wiilsûir themtu t
a resolve- that this boust shall not be true, and
that they, at least, wilI Iearn to honour him as
one of our most glorious possessons.

Arbor Day needs a good deal of planining for.
Do flot degrade it into a merehoecmig
day. Have the spring cleaning, bath inside
and out, doue beforehand,: and devote the,
day iteelf to its proper purpose. Plant tr-es
and shrubs if you can do it with enough
lcnowledge and skcill ta ensure their growth..,
The, sight of a, few dying shoots brings the
day into contempt. But in these days of
Rural Science Schools, there is little excuse for
such helplessness. The Directors in the différent
provinces stand ready ta aid ail who appeal
to them.4

If, for any good reason, there can be no free-
planting, give lessofl8 on the usesand conserva-
dion of trees. Prepare- these weil beforehand;
get the children to name. the tree ii the nej-
bourhood, and any use that qS.y know of their
being put ta. Tell aboWt the -îlue ofte férests
of Canada, and of ' your own province. Dwel
not only on the value of the tituber, but on the.
value, of trees for protection and for beauty.
Point. out that Mi' the days of the early settier
the first neoessty was geserally tocut awty the
trees, but that many districts were unwiwey
clcared, because nothing but trees would grow.lu
them, and that now the geat need1*0 to plant
trees and preserve thetu. Appui ta tii. pupils'
pride in the beaÛty of treesil thelr own. town
or village, an d point out plie wheretrou
woùld be an advantage. Tell thetu that in 1914,
Canada had over 1,400 foreat fires. Let tli4m.
discuss burnt lande that they have mme, sud the,
ways by which forest fires might b. prevented..
If yon eau get it firmly fixed in the. hoesof
even a few of your pupils, that they must do .11
they cau to increase and preerve aur forest
wealth, you wil have don. your cowtry,
true service.

Readings and re citations about trees wilib.
of interest. For your opening exercises red thé
parable of the trees in Judges xi: 8-15, axd4 the,
story of the barren fig-tree Mi' St. Matthew, uli
17-22. Read the laws about treesluMi . Q l
Testament, Leviticus xix, 23-25; :,xxvl4i,30,
Deuteronomy xx, 19.

Empire Day will be dealt wlth- q> » fuây.
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