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knowledge at that time on the Island. The Rustîco man's
supply ran out, and as Mr Horton's and my own interests
were one and the saine we decided to, strike for a higher
price. Charcoal f rom the earliest time had sold at one shili-
ling per bushel (16 cents> so we struck for twenty cents, a
verv moderate sum indeed. The buyers rebelled. Sucb a
procedure was tiever knowvn before in the charcoal market.
But we stood firm and as they had to get the article some-
where, the price was paid, and twentv cents has been the rul-
inig figure ever since. This charcoal was generally used for
soldering and tempering purposes being nxuch cleantier and
nicer than ordiinaryý coal. but coke began to take its place and
the cliarcoal pit is riow almost a thing of the paýt. Char-
coal is stili used however ini limited supply by tinsmiiths,,, and
some hotels use it for firing purposes, as it gives pleasanît
heat and is free froin odours of any kind.

I might mention here -a little incident connected wvithi
Our work. Mr Horton, the boss, haLl occasýioni to go to thev
city one day and Ieft mue as general manager. Under niy
care were two little boys about eight and ten yeairs ()Id res-
pectively. Eit lier one of themt was able to act ai miv instruc-
tor for a six monîlis course at least. After rakinig out the
pit a sharp look ont had to be kept for any live brands that
iniglit happen 10 be hid amongst the cGal. I can ini imag-
ination hear one littie fellow's voice yet as bis experieneed
ear cauglit the sound of burning coal, shouting "I hear fire."
Once howeve >r hie failed to find it and was down iii isjknees on the coal heap shouting "I hear tire" when the firstindication lie had of ils whereabouts was 10 find il locite-diii bis pantaloons. Gvninastic exercises suitable 10 suici adiscovery were indulged in.

OnIy a trifiing incident, -but it relieved the moùnotony;and created a hearty Iaugh, thus helping one to enjoy theIess serious side of life ; whicb after ai], 1 think, is flly asenjoyable as any other condition. if one is not too bardl tointerest, and blessed with healîli and a cheerfuil disposition.
ROB'r. JE-ÇKINqS


