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The Forum
Conducteti by HOWARD S. ROSS, K.ýC.

"Don't let us complain of thinga or persons, or
of the nineteenth century, or of the difference of
the country . . .. but simply say ta oursielves:
These are the things and persons through which,
and with which we have to work, and by influencing
themn or managîng themn or forcing them, the end
muet be attained or not at aliI-Benjamin Jowett,

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION.
Those opposedl to proportioflal representatIon ln Great

Britain have induced the House of Commnons te reject the
proposai to make sa trial in one hundred parliamentary
constituencies to -be selected by a commission. The gov-
erniment favored the reforma and many of the leading and
forward looking statesmen in both Bouees vigorously ad-
vocated ItL It was aise unanimoualy recommended ln the
report of the Speaker's ComIttee.

Fundamental political reforma are nlot brought about In
a day or in a year.

MONTREAL COMMISSION GOVERNMENTr.
It was the evident intention that the aldermen would

have little if any power. It Is necessary to muater a two-
thirds vote to.block a decislon of the appointed Commis-
sion. But as often happens, the unexpected has happened,
and two-thirds, of the Counicil apýparently are workiiig to-
gether and when they choose can block the Commission.

As the recent city elections showed clearly the astrong
opposition of the majority of the votera to the attemüpt to
take practically ail powers away fromn the elected repre-
sentatives of the votera it la quite within the poassibilities
that within a few years Montreal's charter will be amended
again. Let us hope the Quebec legislature Will deécide that
if there la tVo be a division of power it should be divided
between an elected commssion of aay twenty-four and the
votera. The fatal mistake we now make îa that on election
day we foolishly give away our power. 'Until the votera
actually and continuously control their representativea by
direct legislation and the recall governing bodies will flot
give good results.

Itisl only doing justice to the preserit commissioners
andi the Quebec government who appointed them te DaY
that they would likely give as good service as auch a body
could give if they had full power to carry on the .citY gov-
ernment. But snch a ayatem la flot democratic and the
votera will not be aatisfied with anything leas than a really
dernocratie charter giving as large home rude Powers as
possible to the city. Under such a charter the votera would
take the blame for unwise enactments but now the Quebec
government (the real city rulers) muai take thai responsi-
bility. If the votera had full power they wouid quickly
correct and avoid the passing of uindesirable measures.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN THE "REPRE-
SENTATION 0F THE PEOPLE ACT, 1918.

The Eleptor~ai Reforra Bill was voteti favorably upon in
the British Houde ocf Commons on February 6.

As passeti, It p4pled proportional representation to elec-
tiona for University conatituencles reiurning two or more
members. AhI other provisions for 'proportional represen-

considered by the Commona. An extended debate upon
proportional, representaîlon ensued in which Mr. Bonar
Law, Mr. Chancelior, Colonel Sanders, Sir Charles Bath-
hurat, Lord Robert Cecil, Viscount Wolmer and Mr. Bal-
four, and othera aupporteti the amendmaent of the Bouse
of Lords. tA the conclusion of thia debate the Commons
rejecied the Lords' amendment for proportional representa-
tien by a vote of 223 to 113. The Lords ihereupon proposedl
ihatihe original recommendations of the Speaker's Con-
ference as to pi'oportional representation should be rein-
serted, but the Commons rejected ibis amentiment aiso.
Finally, acting upon a suggestion of Lord Curzon, the
Lords propoaed that provision be made for the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission to prepare a acharne under
which one hundrad mambers shouhd be el 'ecied by pro-
poriional raprasentation from constituencies in Great Bnl-
tain raturnIng 'not les than three nor more than seven
memrbars. The echeme se prepared was to be laid before
both Houses of Plarliameni and If agreed to by both Blouses
was to take effect as if it were enacted in the Act. In or-
der te bring tbe iwb Bouses togeiber, ihis amendmeni was
taken up bY the Government and was adopted by the
Bouse of Commons by a vote of 224 to 114. The Commoni
had previously accepted the Lord's amendment stnihtlng
out tbe alternative vote. In thia form the bill waa pasa-
ed andi received the Kings assent on February 6.

The Act will be a landmark In English history.. Besides
Introdueing proportional representation for the alaction of
nina or more Universitv Membara andi probably for one
hundreti additlonal members, it graatly broadens the fran-
chise, giving the vote to nearly every man over the age
of twanty-one andi to sevaral million women over thiriy
years of age.

COMMUNITV EFFORT.
The Naw York Board of Estimatea hias voteti $50,000 te

enable the Commiasionar of Public Markets te buy and
seli foodi producta wiih a vlew to relieving consumera from
the exorbitant profits of middlemen a.nd trusts.

The plantIng of community foresta by villages and towns
ln New York ia urgeti by the State Conservation Dapart-
ment. Chaap andi unprOfitable landi, It is claimad, might
be set out to trees. For this purpose the Deparimaent w'ill
furniah the trees for 50 cents a thousinti.

REFORM 0F HOUSE 0F LORDS.
The report of Lord Bruce's committea on reforming the

Bouse of Lords recommands that the Bouse consisi of two
sections, one of 246 members salactad by panels of mera-
bers of the Bouse of Commons distributeti ln geographlcal
groupa, and the other te consiat of persons chosen by a
joint standing committea of both Bouses of Pariament.
The terra of the jnembers is to ha for iwehve years, one-
thîrd ratiring evary four years, andi their places being fill-
eti bY alection. The salaries are to be the saine as those
of membera of the House of Cominons. The second chamber
will not have the power to amanti or reieet a, financial bill
passed by the House of Commons, The membership of the
second section of t4e second <ibamber ia fixeti at 91 -ul


