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cedar region of the lower coast to the Queen Charlotte Is-
lands and northern mainland.

In fact, an industrial migration was necessary to pro-
vide not only for the logging of spruce, but also for tow-
ing, milling, and shipping of the largest obtainable quantl-
ties of it.

Towards the end of 1917 the Imperial Munitions Board
sent a representative to British Columbia to investigate pos-
sibilities and shortly thereafter the Board established at
Vancouver a Branch of Aeronautical Supplies charged with
getting an adequate supply of aeroplane lumber.

The factories of Great Britain and France were short
of material. At a time when the United States had em-
barked on an aerial programme which would tax her pro-
ductive capacity to its limit, a large portion of her output
had to be shipped overseas to keep production going in
France and England. Quick action was imperative. While
the newly formed Imperial Munitions Branch was doing 1t$
utmost to secure cutting rights and establish operators
great delays were occurring in negotiations for suitable
spruce areas. The Provincial Government therefore took
drastic action, and commandeered all spruce timber by o
der-in-Couneil.

This order was subsequently supported by the ‘‘Spruce
Cutting Act.”” Compensation was given to the owners 0
expropriated timber at a flat rate of $6 per thousand board-
feet for No. 1 and $2.50 for No. 2 grade spruce logs. Thesé
figures were designed to cover waste in logging and all dam-
ages incidental to the selective logging of Nos. 1 and
spruce. While the powers under the Act for expropriatiol
were exercised in comparatively few cases, their existenc®
proved the necessary means to enable the Munitions Boar
to seecure cutting rights without undue delay.

The Department in addition waived all the customary
timber-sale procedure and allowed the cutting of spruc®
for munitions purpose under permit on all Crown lands.

The result of this organized effort to secure aeroplan®
spruce began to show early in the spring, and the produc:
tion of accepted stock increased from month to month untt
the armistice was signed, as shown by the following table:

Shipment and Production of Aeroplane Spruce and Fif)

January to November, 1918.
Spruce, Feet. Fir, Feet:

dapuary i Tt s 116,000 209, 0
February .eooieecmessimsemsninsiniaes 500,000 375,000
Mareh ot iR 470,000 289,0
Aprit e LR il .. 439,000 212,00
T AR it (AP R 1,019,000 876,000
JUNE it i e oA s s e 1,825,000 829,
By R e e AR 2,165,000 987,000
AN 50 o es s P 3024000 1,530,000
et R P e R 4487,000 1,475,0 8
ERdalin o0 s 5,229 000 1,060,00
November .. i ol salie- st 6,850,000 1,382,000
7 Ot B el L A T Tl 26124000 9,224,000

At this time British Columbia was more than equalhn.g
the entire production of the Western States with all thel!
resources in men and material, a result accomplishe
eight months. )

The Department issued 271 separate spruce permltij
and in only eighteen cases was it necessary to use comp
sion.

This selective logging of spruce was costly and extrem?
ly wasteful of actual wood material, as all No. 3 spruc®
hemlock, and low-grade species were left uncut. This Was.t;’
however, is not a serious consideration when compared W2
the saving in time, when time meant a conservation of B¥
man lives more precious than any timber. '

The shipping of 35,000,000 feet of aeroplane spri?’
and fir and the knowledge that we could, if necessary, cﬂl;
tinue to do so, was no small factor in winning the W’s:
The fine spirit of co-operation shown by the forest ifl,dll ‘
tries of the province in this matter calls for especial not®™
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