
youth, xwho )lave acquired some of the best qualitie,
that mark the active citizen, the faithfui public servant,
or the arnied cleÇender of one's colln-trY. Ior instance,
in the late war wageti to the soutiî of uis, it xvas remark-
ale bon' îany men, xvho hati been coliege athietes,
tlistiligtliihed thleilseivcs Iby deeds of the hîgbest daring
and self devotiou. The hieroic tieath in Cuba of yoting
()sgood, the great Ruigby lbalf-back and champion col-
iege-atliete of tlie [Uited States, awakelied a spirit of
eintnlation anxt)ug ail the coilege mnen of the couintry , )e-
fore the outbreak of tbe war.

Stuideut life, as a whole, is woucierfuiiy affecteci
by the teuliper and spirit thtis engendereti. Thei phenoni-
ciion ceases ta be a nîivste ry xvlieu wc consitier what
youing muen actuaiiy anti potentiaily arc, blon they learu

to chierisl worthiv resoives and iticais by the practice of

wliat is bigbi, dtiifilt and chivairous. It bas happeniel
very often that one's inhlerenit nobieness of sont is
arouseti ly the seuse of coniratlesbip andi the teieauti
for exertion on bebiaif of ouie's clan or couutry or coin-
inuuliity.

Andi tbus a coliege spirit is developed which is
often deep, fervent ani iasting. For the coilege is the
stuident's commuinitv, anti diiring luis termn of residence

bis aspirations amii endeavors dIo not go beyond its

limits. Inasmiiiei as eacli series of matches tisuiaiy mni

tip to ain inter-colt'giatt' contcst, it is tiifficuit to cou-

ceive of any ortiiarv set of conditions which cail so
exoke ami maintain a feeling of interest and pride in
the repuitation ami aclhievemients of onie's coliege. Ami
as a niatter of fact all progressive Enigiibspeaking co-
leges are iii synmpathy witb the forwart imovement iii
ai lieties, and many of thecm, iinder vastiv differeut con-
dilions to 1w sure, are ulpon the saine level in regard to
tlins (lepartmcuet of edulcation as tlhat traditionaliv oc-
cupicd ibv Oxford ami C'ambridge.

That this form of coliege activity bas been, on the
wlioie, a l)enefit, fev xviii be founid to denv, at ieast
amng those wbo understaîîd atuvthing of yoning men,
or of liurmn nature as sliow'u in the tendencies of cor-
pornte life. Specific instances bear ont this contention.
'Fli stil)ject lias been discussed rnost fiily in tue maga-
7ines anti coilege papers of the tUited States, xvbere
dev,ýelopilienit aiong tis lunie bias l)een most mlarked anti
universai. Yale, Princeton and Penuisylvania bave

lost nothiug iii the long mnii as uniiversities. liv re-n soli

of thieir proinience on the inter-coliegiate field. -Yale,
esl)eciaiiv, lias been the subject tuf iinquirv anti criticisl,

1)111 abuindant testimionv absoliteiv conclusive bias beeni
given that tlîe wboie institution. faciltv, students an(i

patrons, is satisfleti with the intelligent anti systeinatic

cffltivationi of atbietics within the university.

Of couîrse, incidenitai eviis are of frequenit occur-

rence, anti tdangers aboti on every band. There is the
risk of painfuil anti serions accidient, not siimpiv tipol

the football or lacrosse fildt, but aiso uipon the base-

bail anti even uipon tbe tennis grotînti. There is the

dianger lest the votary of athietic sports general"

niay become so absorbeti or pre-occupieti as to negleet
the main btusiness of bis academic life, and becomne only'
a student by courtesy. There is the liabiiity to one-
sitiet views of wbat thiat life reaiiy is or ouight to be. Of
ail tbings, the undergraduate sboid have a borror of
becoming wbat is coiloqtîiaiiv termeti a "sport." Tue

associations of sportinz circies, especiaiiv ottite of

coliege, are not always the most improving. There is
the temptation-iest uis trust a rare one--to gambie on

the resits of gamles. This is tbe m-ost bideotîs spectre

tbat rises Up before the truest friends of athietics anti

athietes; for there is nothiuig more insicliotis and
ialignant than even the sliitest indulgence in thlis

lui-icions hiabit, xvhicli lias been so pecniiarly the vice
of sporting life in ancieîît and modern tiniies, as the

vcry ternis gtaii iig and gamibhng, or their equivalcuts,
S') Ciotueitly attest.

lut these dlangers and temptations bave to lic
reck-ouied with anti overconie; for college athieties have

conie to stay. Tliev are part of the moral eniviroum-rent

anti atmiosphiere, ami like other elemients of stuident life

tliey mav lielp to make or mar the man, according as

tbecy are uiseti or abused. Ini this connection it is flot

ont of place to observe that the athletic era lias been

coincitlent xvîth what one may cali the era of aggressive

religion iii colleges. The forces that make for physi-

cal, moral, andi religions tievelopinent have gone hand

in biand. Tbirty years ago football ami the Y.M.C. \.

wvere both tinknown or just beginning to appear ini the

coileges of America, and both have since played a large

p)art in the niaking of worthv men. The cordial co-
operation and symipatlîy between the religions anti the

athletic agencies of our colleges is one of the most

promnising and interestîng features of the educationai
%vorld.

'l'li present seemis a gooti time to take stock of our

atiletic biusiness, ami therefore the generai aspects of

tute sul)ject have been considered hiere at somje iength.
Ili tbe reinaintier of the article severai points, of import-
aîîCe xviii be miereiv toiîchied uipon, thoulgh ecd of tbemi
iiniglt n'eu l)e tIcait witii in a separate paper.

Tue 1 )resent season is a criticai o1W in the hiistorv
of coliege athietics. Probably tue mlterest shown in field
colitests, of any sort, was ixever s0 great as it is just
iow. Btit wbat is of most significanice is the iexv and
(lecisive movemnent in -Rugby foothal-the nxost spec-
tactilar anti popiular of ail out-door sports-I shotuld
like to, bracket with it tbe grand 01(1 Association game,
but the absurd svstern of scoring, xvhicbi seems to m-fake
it a gaine of waitinig on Providence. gives it a second
place. The Inter-coilegiate Rulgby Union is bouund to
l)e a success, and xviii, in ail iikeiihood, stupersetie ail
other uions in public patronage. As standing at tbe
liîad of coilege gamies, xve rnav take it as typicai of the
rcst, as we entieavor to julstifv, in a few words, the
superiority of coilege athletics, at ieast in ail games of
teain or comibination play.

In ail contests that are ptireiy representatîve anti
sclective, coilege men are botund to corne out abiead in
the long rm. li coxnpetitious of inidivîduals, as iii
track athietics generaliy, in ruiniig, jumiiping. wrestiing,
io-xinig, anti cyciingc, 'they simlpiv stantd their chance

witbl the multitude, amdirnay or mav not take the fore-
miost place. But in football. cricket, basebail, anti
lacrosse, tht-y are iikeiy, in this part of the worid at
ieast, to blave the final- sulpremacy, The mi-aini reasons
seeni to be as foilows:

,- No conmmutnit v, wbicbi stncb a teani represenitq,
bias sncb deep and siustaineti interest in the success of
its tielezates as bas the coilege. Townls and cities do
not miake sncb sports a matter of civic existence, while
coliege men regard tbem as part of their very life.
Hence, casuiai athietes otutside of coIIege stand for little
except indîviduiai love of sport or ambition. If tlieir
tiexotioii to thieir city equalied the devotion of coliege
men to their coliege, tbey wouid bave an equlaiiy strong
motive; buit in the present stage of tbe world, residence
in a towu is mucb more of a niere accident than resi-
tience in a college. and the latter hoids one's affection
with a stronger grip.

14 ur T'à Týý -y- qz -s )r W Y


