MASSEY’'S ILLUSTRATED.

Tanning and Coloring Skins.

T fivst requisites for taming are o tleshe
ing-heam and knife, For the fleshing-heam se-
leet o fine grined, haed wood slah, abont five
feet long, and ten o Gfteen inches wide, s
shown in Fig. 1. Have the round side ap 2 pa
in rwo legs, twosand=a-iadf feet long, e one
foot from widest end, the other end vesting on
the Hoor.  Make the rop surface smooth and it
is ready Tor use. .\ woud Heshing knife. like
that seen in Fig, 20 may be made from an old
drawing knife. or picee of sevthe, by grinding
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the edge down to o faee about o thirty—sceond
ol aninch : thix will give two adges to work
with by reversing. and of sufficient sharpness
10 retove al leshiy substanee from a skin,
Preparatory 1o tanning a <k, soak it woll
and break @l hard spots on the Heshing beam.
Po souk a =kin. take Tomr gallons of cold. soft
witter, hall 2 pint ol soft <onp. hall an onnee of
borax, hall a pintof =ale @ nix and iimmerse the
skins,  For skins to e tanned wirh the haivaml
wool on. add three-fourths ol an ounee of =ul-
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phurieawid. Souk from two to =ix hours, Afrer
soaking. iU itis veguired to remove the haiv or
wool. innerse te skins ina liguor composed
of five gallons of vold water, Towr quarts of
slaked Tinne and fonr guares of liavd wood ashes.
Lot it =oak in this from one to six days, until
the haiv or wool slips off easily. Then remove
to the fleshing beam, and sevape off all the hair
and lesh-that s remove with the fleshing
knife all fleshy particles that may remain on the
inside nexr to the aninal. Now remove and
wash thoroushiyv i cold water, and with the
knife serape ol all che swrplus warer,  FPig, 3
shows the tub for soaking the skins,

Prepare the tan liquor as follows © I'o eight
quarts of colds solt water, add one-quarter of a
pound of pulverized oxalie acid, wnd one quart
of conmon =alt,  Dissolve well, and inerse
the skins,  Enough tan liquor should be made
to cover the skinswell,  Light skins should ve-
main in this lyuor from three 1o four hours.
and <hould he handled oceasionally, that every
part may be well wet with the Tiguor,  Cali-
skins, dog skins awd woll skins, should vemain
in the liguor at least forty-cight hours, or until
tanned through, which e:an e rold by cutting
on the neek, the thickest part of the skin. On
all the iner Tareed skins, where extra sofmess
is desivable. the following liguid <honld he ap-
plicd to the skin after removiug from the tan
liquor.  Oune pint of soft soap. one pint of ran-
ner's oil. or neat’s-loot oil. one pint of aleohol.
When this is thoroughly dvied in. the skin
shonld he dampened enough to {inish,

All skinsWwhendrying are like full-cloth when

wet ; they contract or full up, and have to be
stretched in finishing, To do this, take the skin
hefore it is thoroughly dried, and place it upon
the leshing-beam over some yielding substuance,
or o sheep-skin, lesh side up. then take the
fleshing-knife, and carefully push the edges of
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the hlade stoutly in all directions over the skin,
until ithecomes stretched, soft and pliable,

o enliven the fur upon the skins that have
hecu taned and finished. take equal parts of
scorched o, and sharp, clean, white sand,

fur. then shake out.

To color fur or wool take equal parts of pul-
verized, nnslaked Bme and litharge, mix to a
thin paste with water, mxlapply with a brush,
One or two couts will give a light bufl color,

is obtained, every additional cont deepening the
color,
atel nitrate of silver, a heautiful black s pro-
duced. To color a bright orange on the wool
of slievpeskins. for rugs. ete.. wash out all grease
from the wool. then take an ounce of picric acid
to each skin 3 dissolve the acid in soft. lukewsrm
water. using enough to cover the skin,
adeohol or vinegar to set the color.

for each skin half an ounce of magenta crystals;
dissolve in two quarts of boiling hot water,

enough to cover the skins.  The water shoukd

color may he evenly distributed.  'When of the
right color. vemove and set with a pint of vine-

stretch while drving, to prevent shrinkage,

A o avound the moon is a sure indieation

ordry, hardwood sawdust, and rub well in - the |

By using several eoats, a beautiful, light brown .

By addding a small quantity of ammonia .

Use -
A overy
pretey negenta color may he obtained by taking ;
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' quently seen quround the moon or sun are termed
ceorona. A corona growing smaller indicates

adn 3 wrowing lavger Tair weather. It is saidg
that raim will follow a halo within as many day<f

as there are stars within the civele,
A haze avound the sun indicates rain,

way he expected,

weather indicates a storm,

Kitty Knew About Sheep.

+ Seven sheep were standing
By the pasture wall
Texl me,” saidll the teacher,
‘Lo her scholars small :
*One poor sheep was frightened,
Jumped and ran away.
One from seven—how many
Woolly sheep would stay v*

Up went Kitty's fingers

A farmer’s daughter shie,
Not so bright at figures

Ax shie ought to e,

“ Plense, mam ™= Well, then, Kitty,
Tell us if you know.”

* Picase, if one jumped over
Al the rest would wo.”

—The Pansy.

stivring until dissolved ; then add warm watcr |

uot be more than lukewnrm when putting the s
sking in, and shonld be handled well. that the

of rain, The larger the halo the newrer the
rain clonds, and the sooner the rain may he
“expeeted,  Small coloved civeles whieh are fre-

Whenjffs

this is seen a rain of tive or six hours’ duvation.

A halo around the sun occurring after line
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gar, ot alcohol. in water to cover the skins #&
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