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Marbles.

¢« Just one game, Uncle.
4 1.cll how to play one game.”
i . These were the words that were spoken by my
nephew, just 25 I had taken abook and settled my-
B self for an hour of reading. I knew it was of no use
for me to say no, for this little fellow was so per-
: § sistent there was no getting rid of him until he had
ki yained bis point ; but I tried.

i You know more games of marbles than I ever
¢ did, without my telling you any more,” I said.
I« don't know shnut that. Even if T do, those

It won’t take long to

out into the woodshed, and got a piece of pine board
Hand cut it out like the illustration :

-
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THE MAHBLE BOARD.

“Whatare you going to do with that?" he asked.
! ¢ Did you ever see » marble hoard ? Well, [ am
d going to make you a marble board, and show you
huw to play that game.”
(), that will be splendid. Did you have one?”
“Yes, I had one made just like this.”
# “Why don’t you have the figures run rightalong
B (1 ovder ?2”

B come together.
Q' the ends of the board, and the chui.ces arc in favor
B of rolling the marble outside of the board entircly
& if they try to get big numbers, while if they try to
: keep safely within range of the board the chances
jiave that they will get the smal'er uumber if they
B’ et any. They will risk getting a small number
B rather than risk rolling by the end of the board.”
“Yes, but how do you play ?”

“*'The owner of the board—"

“That’s me ! ”

ki ““Yes; you measure off ten or twelve feet, just as
: the players agree, and hold the board. Of course
{any number of boys can play. You agree to give
& the player who is so lucky as to put a marble
i through one of the holes as many marbles as the
B ficure above the hole calls for. Thus, if he goes
B throngh eight vou give him eight marbles and the
g onc he rolls ; if he rolls through one, one marble
M and the one he rolly, and the same for any hole,
f always returning the one he rolls with as many as
i the hole calls for, Every marble that hitg the
W hoard or goes by the end belong to you,”

j“But won’t T get out of marbles quick? Every
g one will roll through.” -

B “Ithink you will find thet in the end you will
Mhave the most marbles. The roller has more
4 chances of missing than he does of hitting. You
B sce there arve nine picces of wood to make the eight
8 holes, hesides the chances of rolling by either end.
|8 This makes eleven chances in your favor to eight

8 in favor of the rollers. This should be so, too, for
I 2t cach roll he only risks onc marble, while you

M tisl at most eight, or at least one.”

g That is splendid!t I think we will alllike that.
f I'm going right off to play now. I'm ever so much
obliged.”

And the boy went off happy, while I went back
Lo my book with the consciousness that I had lost
half of my reading hour, but with a fecling that it
ghad been much better for me than if I had been
selfish and refused the request of the boy.

A pleagnnt drink for invalids : Pick off and wash
some grapes, place them on the fire with very little
Ewater, Boil till soft, strain without squeezing ;
boil the juice two or three minutes, then add half
as much sugar as you have juice, and boil for five
minutes. Then seal it in bottles.
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Hiqam Homespun's ldeas About
Raisin’ Children.

A ¢oop muny folks have somchow gotten the
notion that the youngsters of this here age is just
about as bad as they wus before the Flood. I am
oanly a plain farmer fellow, but I have observed a
few things, and I don't agree with those people.
The boys of to-day ain’t no wuss than they ought

to be considerin’ the trainin’ some of 'em gets. I
was only t'other day tellin’ naybor Skinner that he
was makin’ 2 big mistake with hisboys. Skinner’s
a good farmer—none better. He farms scientific.
But he don’t know the science of bringin’ up a
youngster, Children thrive beat in the light, sundy
loam of kind words, where it is allus warm and
cheery like. After » while, when they gets mid-
dlin’ strong, they ought to be transplanted to the
heavier clay of common sense and self-reliance.
This will give 'em a will of their own—strength of
purpose, you know, I like to see a hoy with a will
of his own. Some parents is allus u feclin’ bad

’ . when they see younguns acting stubborn like.
This settled it; so I put away my book and went |

" a barrel hoop or hickory switch.

Then they go to work to break thatstubborness with
They thrash and

" pound until they beat out everything that's good,
. and there's nothing left but a lot of worthless

‘Because that would make the large numbersall -
You see now the large ones are on

chaff that you can blow anywheres. It's fearful
foolish, that. If the parents had only got the
child’s will under control instead of knockin’all the
spirit outen ’em, their boys would have been some
use to the kentry. The boys who makes successful
men is, those who have got lots of push and go-
ahead, which is nothin’ more nor a good strong will
that has to be trained to go straight. Another
mistalke—and naybor Skinner’s makin’ it—is to
want all your hoys to learn a profession. You
might just as well try to make o wagon-pole outen
a toothpick, or a barn door outen a shingle. They
would be dead failures. If you have had to work
hard, the boys can work hard. Some of the boys
won’t make good furmers, and them’s the ones to
make storekeepers, book agents, or lawyers of,
But whatever you do don’t choose their profession.
Turn a sheep out in the bush and it’ll find the best
grass and purest water Give your boys & chance,
and when they go into the thick woods of life they’ll
in nine cases outen ten come out to the clearin’
right side up.

Tor Girk For HE FIResive.—The girl best fitted to make
the fireside happy is she whose mind is well stored with prac-
tical and usctul knowledge, is acrcomplirhed without affecta-
tion, retiring and modest. without, prudery, frank, free, and
gay without frivolity, and thinks her husband the greatest
man the world ever saw or-is ever likely to ace.
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