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But possibly the weakest points of the
subj oct and the moat exasperating to any
one who bas the true interest of art in view,
is the art criticism of the public press, with
its undiscriminating praise and biame, and
its flippant, flot to, say jocular way of dis-
paeing of some struggiing artist's principal
work of tbe year in haîf a dozen linos of ex-
cellent nonsense.

It is difficuit to say which. of the two
styles of criticismns most in vogue is the
worst, that of the utterly ignorant reporter
taking in the exhibition as part of bis day's
work, along witb the palice court, or an ac-
cident on the street, who dashes in, often
where angeis fear to, tread, and getting what
ho calis pointera from any artist that be
knows, lots hie facile pen run away with
him and whiie praising to tbe skies the man
who supplies bim with Ilpointera," cornes
duwn witb beavy hand on ail of whom he or
the said man disapproves ; or that more
lof ty and pretensious style of affected know-
ledge buiit on the siight foundation of the
art articles in tbe current magazines, wbich
looka down with lofty scurn on ail things
Canadian, but e3pecially Canadian art, and
quoting from said articles the names of
welI-known Europoan artists, Jaque, Corot,
Monet, etc., wants ta know, Ilyou know,"'
why our artiste hure do not produce works
of similar menit, value and importance.

Mure, however, to be dreaded than both
is the case, happily rare, thou'gh not un-
beard of boe, where an artiet writes tbe
criticism himseif and take3 the apportunity
ta vent bis personal spite in the assumed
shape of fair criticism.

But, after ail, as ta the former and more
ordinary critics, and the fantastic tricks tbey
play, when dressed in a littie brief author-
ity, it cannot ho helped and must bu expected
and accepted as part of the Canadian artiet's
fate and a condition of bis surroundings.
Great artiste like great puets may arise any-
where and at any timu, but great or compe-
tent art criticB cannot possibly arise or ex-
ist apart from the great art centres of the
world. Tney are the product of education,
and of education alune, and if the public
who look ta be enligbtenod by them could
oniy be impressed with this fact they would
not expect the same amaunt of intelligence
when art is under discussion in the daily
papers as they got when politicai meetings
or prize pige and cabbagee form the subject
of discourse.

At the same time, it is a sad state of
thinge wben, as duringy the present season,
the bardness of the times curtaila the de-
mand for pictures and artiste generaliy bave
as much as they cati do ta keep afloat, the
difficuities ehould be aggravated by the un-
friondiy attitude of the self-conetitutod
critice, and it je nu wonder if artiste sncb as
Lawson, Bruce, Fraýer, and the lamented
Peel are ]bat to their country, and that the
two first înentioned send nu pictures ta
undergo the damning wîth faint praise whicb
passes for criticism in Toronto.

llowever, we cati console ourselves that
we are not the only unes who suifer, as the
following remarks, taken from the Gralnlc'8
Royal Academy numnber, show :In a pre-
viaus paragraph modern art criticism is de-
scribed as "the new system of contempt-
uous and insulting dismissai of whoie
classes of work upon whicb able and sin-
cure mon spend their lives," the article pro-
cueds " 1Such writing could not endure for
a week if the public once reaiized its crueity,
ite dishonesty and the bitter wrong it in-
fiicted thereby. There is nu reason in the
nature of tbings why haif a dozon men of

whuso bona fides and disinterestedness noth-
ing favorable is known, who have nu public
record of efficiency or knowledge, who ac-
knowledge nu responsibiiity and who invar-
iably shield themeelves bebind the journais
in which thoir writinge appear, ehouid be
allowed ta exbaust the vocahulary of iosult
under the guise of criticism."

But enough of this utipluasant tapic,
there is a brighter prospect ahead ; the sur-
plus art of Canada wiii ahortly bave a wider
field ta fill, for although at present the
artiste of Canada have ta compote with al
who choose ta send picturos bore for sale
whiie their product cannot enter the United
States under a twenty per cent. duty, it is
expected that this duty wiil bu sbortly rê-
moved and the multitude of towns larger
than Toronto ta the south of us wiii bu
opened ta receive Canadian exhibits of
paintinga and the arduous task af the critica
will ho proportionatoly lightened.

In the meantime aur motta muet bu
Westward, Ha ! if we wouid caver this
broad land between the twa oceans in any
reasonabie space of time, and wbether wo
failow the water courses round the lakes or
take the broad and fertile plaine of mid On-
tario, or further north strike through the
aid Laurentians, again we bave in any case
abundanco of pictureique materiai ta draw
f rom.

Firat, then, upon aur road toward the
setting sun, taking the most southerti
courae, let lis wandor by the smuoth lake
shore, and pasaing lligh Park and the lily-
dotted Humber river, foliow the lake shore
ruad to the moutb of the Credit river, wbere
the stane bookers, the aid weatber-wurn
schooners and cutters that steal aiong the
ahane and gather atone f rom the bottom of
the lake congregate in their littie harbour,
wben Il the etormy winds do biow," for in
rough weather the mon cannot even sue the
atones f romn the churning of the mud and
eand near the shore.

They have warked au assiduousiy for so
many years that between Toronto and
Hamilton, more than forty miles of coast,
ail the mavabie atone bas been collected
out ta a deptb of neirly eighteen foot, and
it muet require good eight and clear water
ta find it there.

But, ail the same, the aid b)ats make
a fine group, witb the IittIý bridge in the
foneground, the cottages and church on the
swest, and the smail but useful lightbouse
bebind.

And on again, passed Bronté, where a
noted Toronto proachen lived, paet Oakvilie
and past Buriington with its fruit grounds,
and, what a splendid stretch of country
we have travereed by the time we came in
sight of Hamilton, iying in its gently cunv-
ing bay, and presenting its warst and muet
begrimed buildings ta the entering etranger,
aften the manner of Canadian towns and
cities. Ail alung the f orty miles of shore
are numbers of deiightfui sites for ruai-
dences-the f air lake lyiDg in front, good
roiiing land behind ta ho had at modexate
price, capable of producing ail kinds of
fruit. A miid, healthfui climate with easy
raiiroad and steamboat accommodation.
Sureiy there muet be thousanda of
peuple who would came and live
bure if they oniy knew of it-
people of moderato incarnes wi cinnot
aifurd to own thoir own places in expensive
countries, and wbo live cramped up in ail
sorts of suhurban spots, witb meagre out-
look and nu poseibiiity of growing grapus,
melons and penches without hothousua and
glass frames. HEru tbey could be indu-
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happ, lving311the'r 0'l"
pendent and hapy lvnIn the laite,
homes, yachting and canoeilg0 o l s
and sending, their chiidreflto co
Toronto or Hamilton by the railroad St ef
duced fare. aed

At one time, years back, 1 I wak'
sketchbook in hand, f rom rorný,
ilton and many pretty bits I diSoEr
old Indian burying ground under the oe
aIong by the Credit, the old india1cbuceha
nmarket bouse that belonged to theOiPLske
before tbey migrated to iRaffab Onind.
Couchichitg-a fine wooded bill eod'
ing stream meandering tbrough th* Valley
near Oakville, a rapid streafllet cOrnîng.
from the dark, shady woods land cr?0 the

the sunlit road, with cattie drjnking '
foreground, an oid atone miii ith na
ground of fine oid willows near je« IgOJ
the oid miii at Bronté-these are 3 or
remember, but there were 0a017
besides. s h

Hamilton lies snugly on the sIOPOte
foot of what is proudly denoflinate ofe

tibllan, wich iesailthe edge
mountain, but wbat is realy bakel
the tbead hhlisbetwen ie0
Ontario and Erie, through whicbt been

ancient date, the Dandas valleY ho' I
eroded, as mentioned in my last Papel-d for
(the mountain) makes a fine backgroUl
the city, as seen from the lake, and se8to
to reach its highest elevation. about thro,

hundred feet, just across the n". e,8 Vol'
a fieveWCon

ley at Picnic point, whence a Vt fine
be obtained of the beautiful vallY 11 y
littie river and with Hamiltoni lying 0
the lake in the distance. çive

Jndeed, few spots in Ontario el,"ngand
botter idea of the rich agriCultuCB0 »b

fruit-growing, lands of Oatario tha'
fertile valley. Seen wben the whoa th
are ready for the sickle, or rather for ti
seif-binder, and when the orcbrardo are
loaded witb fruit, it i:q a picture Of peo

and plenty. And as peaches and gae

thrive and ripen finely in its Od
autumn, it is a wvonder that land Of gobt
quality for grape growing cati hf
for une hundred dollars an acre, e tOoe,
twenty acre lots. In parts the soit 10l te
what stony, as may be aeen by th 0c tc

heas ndoccasional stonewall8, but he
soul itelf ilsecletro8 i
ordinary farm products of Onta 'rio. adfro5

what is known as the mountain ra ao
iHamilton to Ancasto3r, une cOlnol nole
view across the valley nearly the trla
way, and at one point, where a rockS
cornes tumbling down tbrougb the n0 1î
and disembogues into the valleY, a ir
atone bridge forma onie of the 11108t Ple d
esque subjects possible. EliS, IflaplOO

pines bang over it and cast hï8rso

across the road, and under it the st efr0

the dense shady woods intu th" It ha0

meadows dotted witb wild flowers. nuffib0
been drawn, etched and painted a. 0eloi~
of times. Fartber on is the old 1l11l' g
near Aucaster, looking apinst the eveale

sky like an old castle keep' of the dark o'~
It is built, for convenience, close tu theteriaît
escarpment that supplies it with l'nea1 -tary
and a.quiet, thoughtful life the 50flp
being who 1 found attending tO tb
through the still summer nig touok5e
of it, watching the lights in the t, os
farm bouses throughi the valOy g j t
the tired farmers go tu restndhd tii
alone with the chirping cricketg 0' vo
fireflies. Ancaster itseif seemas B01fnoo I6l'
bave been imported whoie fruin soritl
English cotnnty ; it bas been su lO11ý hee
(before Hamilton), it lies su pretî ~


