4

T AT

et S AT o A T

vt ease s

’ ﬁ%ctio. .
% aily " clung g it ag o5

& man g
E the better fop re-a

: Alter
3 Mgt every storm she

ifm ) w}len

: ¥
very §
the

the

Faagy,py 24th, 1893,

g as posgible. She
djusting her freight,
is in better trim to

. “he nexy
[} lQOk e
hﬂli-cen

Ncounter,

ck at some of the storms of the
f“"S'~there was- the Tiibingen
. Wmdsw seemed to some. timid souls as

08l o, t}?“d waves of German criticism
"?91; that e New Testament into tatters.
Yehioo) iy n storm subsided ; the Tiibingen
Bay, ve (:l‘f"here now ; the later disciples of
Oy Magter. 8credited the conclusions of their
thy Reviseti We English-speaking people have

i m, auZersion ag the result of the latest

:‘Gne o g ‘what have we lost ? A short

oW o © here and there have been

% ity ' oTP0ard,” others have been altered
fourty, o 0 that is all. The credit of the
%hoﬁc Sp'el h.as been grandly vindicated ; the

They tla th is as inviolate as ever.

1?3 was the Eschatological squall,
. a:"ln Farra.r' and others. That was
ip waal; }flmg a8 it las ed, and certainly
we app egl tened of a load in consequence.

an el that what was then cast away

" Y Part of the treasure committed to
Wthe, ,, 7 the pivine Master of the ship, but
g, verye Curious constructions of various
the hag pﬂc“mbel‘some and very ugly, which
hag ferve ed up in her hold.  Doubtless they

%Y werg f:l§00d purpose in their day, but

efor t be useless lumber now.

T ;41 © that there was another fearful
Violgyy, that S8ays-and-Reviews squall. How
. it is o)y Was while it lasted ! Bus, now

Ouq oy, Ve Bow has it left the ship ! It
The fact ® true to say it had no effect on her.
Moy o 88, it drove her to shape her course
‘““hingy i and while not throwing overboard
ﬂ'&nk' of value, she is in better trim to-day,

Bu

« to
- Ong, Wwhi that storm, to withstand the next
g ich

18 now .
® qug, rter. upon us, blowing from the

® ¢l
: \rg,?. logk Ouds began to gather, and the hea-

;‘R‘.’be

Bhicy ege"y dark when the Encyclopedia
N n Sm? out with the articles by Prof,
g?m‘tellch With, and others, respecting the
Thlg, " and various other books of the
Svep tine ' how the wind blew then! and
The blag ’o‘f"deed,. has the gale been raging.
W ang the higher criticism have grown
N eln,t o ahi stronger, They will not over-
® won de 1P ; there is no fear of that ; but
't‘lhh ) cr ho._w she will trim her sails and
The 4rgo in order to weather it.
Rthe, Qu:‘multa on the Old Testament-—or
au’;res&nt conceptions regarding the
B thi ht—are very fierce just now.
Viowg re 88 hinted at in ‘‘ Essays and Re-
:"que’ an d“:: openly accepted as matters of
u‘believ :‘t‘ not by ‘¢ latitudinarians,” or
Mmﬂa, or ‘‘scoffers,” but by earnest
‘ Ih{elywh‘) are devoted to the faith.
Ay on ‘;ead Over again Professor Jowett’s
'?%g,f, and Dspiration” in Essays and Re-
8y i L°°“‘Pared it with Principal Gore’s
thf'xk'mg UX Mundi,” and I could not help
t

:I’l?i of what 5 change had come over the
i:“" Wwo p:b?mr?h in the interval between
" the olme ications, Many of the remarks
Fioy th T of these, which scandalized the

; * 8P merg truis
R T ms to-day.
é‘“f'.in !::;l:mg of the chronol
Slticg, pro.Of the books, and other ike diffi-
v . vYOWett says: A principle of
My asivg h ¥y priuciple o
™ Gore ; Tevelation admits them all.” And

ogical discrepan-

o
m‘lﬂlu“ﬂmn“‘ Upon the same idea—* the

of the 8pirit's method”—in revela-

- of the writers of that age.

THE WEEK.

tion. Both believed in the inspiration of
Scripture ; but both believed that inspiration
to be quite compatible with imperfect know-
ledge of physics, chronology and history on the
part of the writers. If so, it naturally follows
that the further back we go in the history of
human civilisation the more imperfect and
crude will be the knowledge in natural things
Such a theory of
inspiration might of course shock and distress
those of the pious who have conceived of in-
spiration as extending to “ every word, every
syllable, every letter.” But this pious opin-
jon has never been the faith of the Catholic
Church, as the Duke of Argyle and Mr. Glad-
stone both pointed out, in the Nineteenth
Century, in their several answers to Professor
Huxley. Mr. Gore, too, says: * The Church
repudiated the Mentanist conception of inspi-
ration according to which the inspired man
spoke in ecstacy as the passive unconscious
instrument of the Spirit ; and the metaphors
which would describe the Holy Spirit as acting
upon a man *like a flute-player breathing into
his flute,” or ‘a plectrum striking the lyre,’
have always a suspicion of heresy attached to
their use.” (Lux Mundi, essay viii.)

In the meantime the storm rages; the
battle is waxing hot. Professors Briggs and
Smith, of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States, are ‘¢ catching it” just now.
1 see by the last reports that among the
charges brought against Dr. Briggs are, that
he teaches that?doses did not write all the
Pentateuch, and that Isaiah did not write all
the book that goes by his name. I imagined
that by this time nearly all the scholars were
agreed upon these two points. At any rate,
some Canadian divines are outspoken enough.
The students of Queen’s University have
comparatively lately published the ‘‘ Second
Series of Sunday Afternoon Addresses in
Convocation Hall,” All of these addresses
are excellent. There is a healthy, breezy,
broad-minded tone pervading them all that
refreshes and invigorates one. 'Three of them
are by Principal Grant, and one by no less a
person than the redoubtable Dr. Briggs him-
self. Ferhaps some timid souls would fear
that because some of the discourses deal favor-
ably with the higher criticism they must
necessarily be ‘‘destructive.” Such persons
would be agreeably disappointed ; they would
find in Dr. Briggs a mannot only of learning
but of strong faith in Christ and ardent love
of the Word of God. Dr. Grant’s addresses
plainly and boldly endorse the findings of
Robertson Smith, Cheyne, Driver, Gore, and
men of that school. But far from being
¢ destructive ” of the citadel of the Faith,
these scholars seek merely to reconstruct and
strengthen its approaches.

Another very remarkable book, as being
¢ abreast of the times,” is ‘‘The book of
Isaish,” by Rev. Geo. Adam Smith. It is a
part of “‘The Expositors’ Bible,” and it is
published by the Willard Tract Depository of
Toronto. Burely this last-named fact gives it
the imprimatur of Evangelical Orthodoxy ;
and yet the whole work is based on the
¢ Higher Criticism.” Dr. Briggs only teaches
(I mean in the matter of Isainh) what this
publication of the Tract Depository asserts
throughout. It is a most fascinating book ;
one is impressed not only with the erudition,
but also with the deep spirituality of its
author.” Still I must own it is not without a
pang one marks the entire absence of the old
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cherished ideas concerning many passsges,.
and one is inclined to resent the reduction of’
these passages to meet merely the immediate
circumstances of the prophet’s time. But the
best corrective and tonic for a disturbed faith
is to read the whole book through ; and also:
Rev. Brownlow Maitland’s ¢ Argument from
Prophecy,” which, though brief, is excellent,.
and argues from much the same stand-point.
What, then, is the result so far? What is.
the outlook for the ¢* Ark of Christ’s Church’”
in the midst of this violent storm ¢ Better, I
conceive, far better, than it was during the
prevalence of the Essays-and-Reviews squall..
St o has stowed her cargo better : the ¢ Plim-
soll line ” of demarcation, between what is to
be held as de fide and what is matter of pious.
but shifting opinion, is more closely observed.
The theology of her exponents. is based more
solidly on the great central fact of the Faith,.
i..e., the Incarnation: it is more christo-
centric, 80 tospeak : it insists that * God hath.
in these last days spoken to us all in His Son,™
however theologians may interpret the ‘‘ divers
portions” and the ‘‘divers manners,” by
which He spake to the few in the times of old
(Heb.1: 1, 2). The trouble with the authors
of ‘“Essays and Reviews” was that while
engaged in exposing to view and rejecting:
some misconceptions and mistranslations con-
cerning the Bible they ran perilously near
throwing overboard the *‘deposit of the Faith.”
Bishop Colenzo and his achool actually did so..
This is not the danger in the new movement..
The Catholic Faith—the faith of the Nicene-
Creed in the Trinity, the Incarnation and the
Holy Catholic Church—is emphasized most
strongly by the modern school, the school of
“Lux Mundi,” in the Anglican Church, and:
of the ‘Scottish Church Bociety,” lately’
founded by men of such world-wide fame as.

~ Drs. Milligan and A. H. K. Boyd.

The Holy Scriptures are the compass by
which the church must ever steer; but it is.
necessary that the ** variations " of the compass:
should be constantly rectified by an appeal to
the pole-star of Truth ;.and the ship herself
must be keptgeaworthy. These storms try
her. Sometimes the hearts of her pilots and:
mariners seem ready to sink with fear. But.
the Master is within her ; let them hearken to-
His chiding, ‘‘ Why are ye so fearful, oh ye of
little faith?” He will keep His own ; and by
and bye He wiil bring us into the haven where:
we would be. GEO. J. LOW,

ALMONTE, ONT.
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France is thoroughly surfeited with her:
Panamino; even the most reckless accusations
cease now to ‘‘catch on.” KExcess kills, Opin-
ion leaves to the Assize Court and the general
elections next October, all lictor duty; it
counts upon the Government in the interval
to take up and push forward the current busi-
ness of the nation and to pass the most press-
ing.of the needful and popular reforms. The
extreme journals still write wildly, but it is.
flogging only a dead abuse; the country has.
made up its mind, and thesobriety of its judg-
ment ensures resignation as the prelude to an
approved verdict. A flicker up of the Panama.
scandals will likely ensue when Dr. Herz
comes through to Paris, and that his shadow
may never grow less for some months after his.
arrival is a consummation devoutlyto be wished.
Hiapal, his ¢ eminencegrise,” Arton, isalsoex™




