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no more, let us pause and perpend the tremendous influi-
ence for good or for evil a single woman-' a weak woman'
-as the cant phrase runs, may exert over lier own and suc-
ceeding trnes. (Hioar, hear.)

IlHardly does a capital or court exist to-day, hardly has
one existed for nineteen centu ries, where a socioty so cul-
tured can be, or could have been found, as that of Rome
in the ime of Augustus. To get anything like it we have
to go to the ALlions of the Periclean age. Statesmen as
sagacious as Mactenas can be named -but when lias a
statesman been able to surround himself with sucli a
galaxy of mon of genius i Stili soine miglit maintain for
this a paralel cotuld be had. But where shall we find
shining amongst these tho more dazzling stars of women
highly cultivated, well read in the best reading of thir
ime---the best reading of ail times î The writings of

Hiorace and of the elegiac poets ; of (icero ; of the bis-
torians lift the curtain from a stage whore wo soe women
of surpassing loveliness, weli acquainted with Greek
literature anid withî Latin literature, skilled to sing and
play, fuit of grace an(l wit. The description given of Sul-
picia in the letter of compliment addressed to lier by
Tibullus on the le£ of Mardi, the Matronialia, wben gra-
cious messages and graceful gifts were sent to mratron or
maid, bodies forth the ' intinite variety ' of inany a lady
of that dey.

JPlant, tptidqaid agit, tjuolii( reti tgiu tautf,
< 'untu w i artim subsc 1u ita rquc deecta

1 hardly dare attempt a rendering, and poor is the fol-
lowing

XVate'er ule doeH, virie'er ho, fot ttel-t tray,
A th tsand gracet, rotind cach itvenieit fday.

And Sulpicia could write as well as Tibullus himself--
witness the brief, 1eautifui littie poeonî in whilî now siro
wishes openly te avow lier love for (Jrinthus ; now repents
of an appearanco of coldness,

Aivrw<, etiiiapns dissita)aten t,

bocause shre wislied to bide tihe warîuîth of lier feelinîgs
and now declares her unwiilingnî-ss te leave Route on her
birthday bocause ail the beauty of wood and 4treamît and
lea wonld bc oversbadowed with glom ibecause (Cerintlius
would not be thero

NI tSinte Cel'intho tittig a<Q('tdus t rît.
J)tdc(iuS itra lid (-tI tan ctlasil 'apta pCiielfi,

Att1ta Art'tino fijidttIs aintuttu <Q/ttt

Nunibers of freed-wouiîon were highly cultivated andi beau-
tiful like the Iletairai at Athens -. but with theso we are
neot concerned. In good society the young noblewornetn
were weil-read in the masiterpieces of Grecian art, and
wrote and sang, and met in equai converse with young
mon of bigh hirtb, the greatest of wbom sucli accornpli8lied
wits as Ovid-oue of the inost and brightest young gon-
lemen of his time. [ni mon and woumen literary and
artistic accoînplishments were coinbined in extraordinary
perfection with personal fascinationî.(« Ilear, hear,' froxa
Professer Glaucus.)

Il is clear from llorace's great national odes that
there was a desire on the part of Augustes, and on that of
ail thinking mon, to restore, if possible, the oid Roman
simplicity and virtue. l'ho lady who was, beforo she
lad thrown off ail restraint, at the head of yeung
Roman society, haed she fallen in with these noble
dreams, miglit have infused a serious purpose into the
lives of those around her hy moving lierself along the linos
of higli intent. But Julia-the most highly cuitivated, the
înost brilliant, the most beautiful woman of her ime, and
distinguislied by her rare personal and nmental gifts as
higlily as by lier imperial station-saw no meaning iin life
of larger ignificance than tlie rose-foain of iLs pleasures,
or profounder than the ebli and flow, the joy and pang of
deliglit. And she gave the tono to the fashiionable world
of Rome-the tone to the gay young writers who catered
to the fashion of the hour. Hence iL is that Ovid, whose
writings are a mirror of seciety, lias every gif t of the poet
-but heart. Good taste, readiness of wit, quickness of
resource, diiplicity had taken the place of good faiLli, manl y
gravity, matronly dignity and female worth. His love is
of the shallowest vein, and his ' Ars Amandi ' is a didac-
tic poem, full of wit, with fine bursts of genuine poetry, in
whicliliteaches the most vile of ail arts. Carefuliy planned
and composed, abounding with Attic sait and beautifu]
passages, so that it was a favourite with the grave Milton,
iL is Lhe most striking index to the morals of the fashien-
able world of the day. Ovid is not driven to mockery
and cynicism as Lord Byron was by real or fancied wrongs,
and Byron seems at imes ashamred of ' Don Juan.' But
Ovid gives ne hint that lis worý~ needed arry apology. A
man who knew wliat married happiness was, heolias no trace
of the old Roman respect for family life. Unrestrained
to enjoy-this is the key-note of his writings, and this
is omnbodied in the life of the beautiffnl woman, the daugli.
ter o! an emperer, of a race proliflo of great men, the
wife of princes, wliose end was to ho banished Lo a barren
isle by a father who could ne longer eiLler for his own
or his people's sake, brook ber disorders. (Hiere Irene
sighed.)

66 Who can doubt but that had she had the spirit whicl
animated such Roman matrons as the mother of the Gracchi
-of thousanda who added dignity and heauty te Roman
homres in earlior days---tli tonee of Roman fashionable
society would have taken tint and temper from lier and
the brilliant young nobiemen, and noblewomaen would
have lived lives more useful Ltliohmseives and Lhe world,

*and the poets of society would have ' moralized their
song'? " (Loud cheors.)

Glaucus :"I Is iL not Pascal says, if Cleopatra's nose
was urned the hundredth part of an inc the history o!

i te world would have been whloly difforent ? "
MeKitoin: IlMy friend Glaucus lias given us an

instance of a lady who, Heaven knows, was powerful
enougi. Beaten-at the mercy of the conqueitor--a glance

tof lier eye, and Lhe victor of a hundred batties, the master
.of the world, is at lier foot. IL wiil net be inappropriate to
concludo my speech liy saying that I bean towards granting
the ladies the rigit Lo vote--and the only question is
whether we milit not make witli Lhem a treaty of reci-
procity, and insisL LIat if we give themn the right to vote
tliey shall abandon some of Lliuir existing privileges.
(Laugliter.) A committee composed of the Minister of
Justice, Lhe Honi. Edward Blake, Mr. Laurier and
the 1 mover,' wioovor lie may lie, miglit meot four o! the
ladies taking a leati in the movement. The number of beaus
a fashionablo beauty, allowed Lo vote, shoulti be allowed to
have would lie a question of nice deliberation. (-Aquglitor.)
Wliat priviioges a landsomne young widow shouid bc por-
mitted to retain would be a grave anti comptex question.
( Ienewod laughtor.) Undor wliat circumstances a matron
shoulti have the franchise would i-aise delicate issues.
What offences on lier part would entail disqualification1
If for instance lier hushanti rattoti from lier party, or
utteriy refusedt t support lier favourite candidate, and she

hreatened te give him coid mutton for dinner for a whole
week, would this be an offence enLailing Lhe loss of lier
franchise? (Cries of 1 certainly,' and ' hear, hear.') A
numbor of questions bearing on canvassing, pronutiin,
treating, woulti corne up. Suppose a lady to act like the
fair Devonshire in Fox's etection, would it void Uv! mem-
bers seat ? (Cries o! ' yes' anti1'no.') Under whist caLe-
gory would iL corne? Bribery î Undue intitoue'? t er-
cion? Or wouid a now ottence bo created-asculatioîî?

"lOsculation ? (A voice, ob-f uscation'; and laugliter.)
These are difficcît matters, but coL beyonti solution if we
bave a realvoefficient coimmittee. The last point would
givo liniie scope for the ine analytical facuity of Mr.
Blake. A kiss could nfot be bribery, bocause nothicg of
tangible worth passes (a Jaugli); nor coorcion, for cobody
neeti ho kissed ucioss lie likos ; cor undue influence--for
the very essence of undue influence is that those u4ing iL
shah hoe able, by reason of some spiritual or temporal rela-
tion, to affect Le Lhe hopes or fears of Lhe other party.
Lookring at fears-it would seem to bring iL within the
hotînds of Lhe tiefinition, but only if there shotidbo a
menace to kiss (cries of ' oh,' andi ' shame,' andi laugiter);
lopes, too, miglit be appealeti to by, say, a great heiress.
It's a very nice question. t is obvious that a L-reat deal
would tiepecd on Lhe lips themsotves (hear, hiear) ; thon a
good deai wouldt urn on the position of tieir owner ; wliat
estate she was possessed of. After ail we have only touchout
Lhe hem of this great question; ripped up a gusset, se to
speak, of a complicateti mater ; for, if kitiug is te be
tabooed, wbat about hand squeezingl Altogether, the
question is fuit o! difficuities. The one thing certain is
thtat Lhe ladies have immense power for good or evii now,
and no enfranchisement wili add te tlieir capacity for rais-
ing and eîinobling sccity-cone to thoir power cf bring-
ing Lhe ragic element intb human afftirs, uniess, indeeti,
takicg part in elections slîouid coarsen theui, in whiclî
case that peculiar influence, now se potont for gooti or
evil, migît be greatly iuîpaired. Voticg is net au
unmixed good-and wo sec mon coîîtanitiy apply a
different standard te their conduct in an eloction from
what tliey would in the ordinary afl'airs cf life. ''lite man
sighs anti does iL, anti cries witiî our friecd ()viîl in that
saine poem, the ' Ars Amandia '

Videoitelioa ru nhbiaue
Deteriuta sequot-.

1 see the good anid I approve iL Lin,,
And'yîL perversely 1 the badptrîe.

(Loud and prolocged abeers.)
A burst of eulogistic comment foliowed, andtIl" theoeld

man eloquent " iooked greatiy pleased. Gwentiolen looked
and spoke lier hanks, anti Irene tIre w in lier smiies.

NiCHor.AS FLOOD DAVIN.
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TuHiE Astronomer Royal for Ireland, Sir Robert flali,
Idiscusses in a most interesting paper in a recent tiurii-

ber of the Fortnighîly Jeview that often tiiscussed anti
vexing raLlier LIan vexeti question, Lie duration of terres.
trial habitability. lIe peints eut that Ilthe question as
te Lhe continued existence of man on this globe resolves
itsoîf eventually inte an investigation as te Lihe permian-
once o! the heat supply "; passes in review, witli LIat liglit
but firm oudli which shows mastery of the sub ject, the
sources from which beat is derivabie ; shows that Lie
probiem turns on "Ie possibiiity of LIe infinite duration
of Lie sun as a source o! radiant energy "; anti concludes,
from calculations made by Professer Langley, that "Lhe
race is as mortal as Lhe individual, and, se far as wo kno,
iLs span cannet under any cirdumstances ho run eut
beyonti a number of millions o! years whicl can crtainly
be old on the fingers cf beLl hacds, and prebabiy on the
fingers of one."

Often as this startling conclusion lias been repeatod,
just as o! ton is iL just as startling. The mortality of Lhe

individual is ame in comparison ; for thougli a man dies,
lis works do follew him ; there is a continuation of lis
oneî-gy in lis a.-emplisheti achievensonts, bis woalti, lis
progecy, bis memery, lis thougît, bis good, and, alas!
lis evil. But whec the race ends, what is tlere ? Mmnd,
we say, cannot exist without mater, anti wo mean matter
of a certain degree cf organization. But wben inatter
becomes disorgacized, moert, mindless, wbat is ioft i

It is curieus and iL is disappointing tint Lhe question
seems aiways te lie discussed from its physicai aspect oniy.
Sir Robert BaIl is content Le beave the momnentous issue
hoclias readhed witli Lie simple sentence iast quoteti. IL
is eneugli for the pbysicist Le know that some day this
placet will lie dead and ail life on it extinct. Ile busies
himself chietiy witîî calcubations on the conticuance cf Lhe
supply o! beat, anti is satisfieti if lie como withîin some
haif-dozen millions o! yoars. But wili the metaphyQician
rest bore 1

Looking at iL purely from iLs secutar aspect, andi put-
ing aside for the ime Lhe theory ef a new hoavens and

a new oarth, what thoughîts wiil net Sir Robert Bali's
conclusion suggost i Man, or te highest evolveti succes-
sor cf man, wiLh ail lis progross, aIl lis thouglit, and i al
bis art-whicli is but the concretion of tliouglit--wil, in
some quite measurabie period o! inie, ho simply as if ho
liatinover heen. This generation works that iL anti the
next may live. For what shah Lthe lagt generation work ?
Towards wliat goal shah ail effort strivot? Tbis earth one
day, iL matters littIe liow lonîg hoco, wiil lose its beat andi
iLs habitability, will bo moisturetess, its eceans ice, iLs3 soit
tiead, iLs nigît îtntawneti upon. Is tIen ail nman's progîress
progretil owards annihilation, a blinti hastening towartis a
sheor wail of eternai negation, a leaping into a sulent abyss
o! universai nihility ? Stratîge i life appears, iL knows
nothing e! itseîf, wlecce iL came, wliat iL is ; yet iL is
iimpolled onwartis, wiLl toit andti urînoil, turbulent andi
tumultueus. Whecce the impulse, whither Lhe impulse ?
The question is oppressive in iLs kstupentitus4neýss ; iLs utter
inexplicability iakes us shutdoer, andtihLe very recognition
cf our abiiity Le ask iL terrifies us.

There are philosophiies Liat give an answer. Theoso-
pliy taiks o! spiral evolutions, of migration froin placet te
placet, o! ife in othmor worlds than ours. But o! such
.science taires ne theu gliL. Ecougi for science thiat this
rotatory globe is man's habitat, andt tat main anti bis hbh
itat will ere long ho a dark, rolling mass o!fnîoving deatli.
Anti yet we aik o! poetîy as a thing divine, o! art as fore-
shadowing Lie etercal, c! thougit as a glimpse itîto Lhe
inficite. Whereas te Lie pure piîysicist iai is but homto-
sapiens, te lbe ciassecd with trilobites anti cave-bears, anti
mac's works of neocmore permanence or wortli LIan Lie
ocrai o!fte polyp or the ant hilIs cf Lhe bymecoptera.

Truly science cannot rode for us the ritidie cf the' uni
verse, If there is a meanicg to life, if tliero is a goal for
prcgross, an aim for thougit anti effort, te extinction of
a placet or o! a solar systom wili net obliterate iL. libre
surely is a fielti for phitosopliy, for a sort o! cosmogonîc
psychoiogy. Psychoiogy to-day investigates te ictinate
relations subsisticg lietween thougit ant imaLter as
chtained in tIe buman micti anti iLs corporeal envelope;
cau we cet conceive a tribal, or raLlier a )acial, psychio-
logy which shail investigate Lie relations between Lîcugit
anti mater as obtaicing in the huoman race anti iLs plane-
tory habitat? Ilere indeoti is a quito legitimato fielti for
speculation, Lieugli at prisent, ne doubt, science anti mnta-
physics are tee far apart Le lie able te co-operate iin the
problem. At present, thougli wo beliove in Lhe porsis-
tence o! thougît, science tiemantis a materiai vehicte for
thouglit. But when Lhe material vehicle is ce more, what
becomos e! thougt ? Neither motaphmysics cor science
tiare give answer, Lieugl beLl profess te betieve in the
ictordopondonco anti unity o! Lhe Kosnos.

To many surely Llis unoquivocai decision cf science
as Le Lhe total extermination o! Life presents an amazing
puzzle. " Evolution," "differentiation," " progress," are
words te w.hich modemn writors lave s0 accustometi us,
that we lave lest sight o! Lhis fact e! a limit Leour
enward marcî, anti o! the accompacying fact o! aur
absotute ignorance as to what lies beoect that linuit. To
say that aitieugli ail LIe concrote anti tangible products o!
spirit may ho swalioweti up in deatli, yet spirit itself
will persiist, is a more metaphysical hypotiesis upon wbicb
science wili express ne opinion wbatever. ln f act science,
se far as Life is concerneti, is as absoiutely limitedti L our
placet, as psydboiogy, se far as Life is coccerned, is as
absolutely limitedto tehLe individual. Wlien wilnteta-
physics anti science enter hacti-in-hacti upon that barg'er
psychoiogy whicl shall invoatigate Lhe relations hetwieî n
ait aLtter ant i al ife i WilI this ho Lhe phlosophicai
problem o! Lie twectieth coctury ? Moanwhiie we must
acquiesce in ignorance ant ilile amazement, comforting
oursolvos witb those comforting words o! Carlyle

But whence ?O Heaven, wlither? Sente kniwq nît ;IFaith
kmuwtnt; only that itL4intlîrtnîgl Mystery to Myqtery, ft-oit U'od anti
te Gitt.

To LIe minnow evory cranny anti pehutie anti quality
anti accident of iLs littie native creek may have bocome
familiar ; but dees Lie minnew undcrstanti the ecean tides
acnd periodic curronts, LIe trade winds anti mensous, Ltme
mooc's eclipses-by ail wlicl the condition o! its lîttle
creek is regutateti, anti may froni ime Le ime ho quite
ovor sot anti reverseti? Sudh a minnow is mac ; lis creek,
this placet eartî ; lis oean, LIe immoasurable al.-
Carl yle.
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