
THlE WEEK. rDEcEmBEt 27th, 1889.

Obviously, as bas been pointed out, this is a question
whichi must be solved befoie any complete fusio,, of the
divided communions cari ho effected. It seems rather
absurd for Anglicans to be pesing as the mediators arnong
the Cliuresý, whilst they are presenting the înost flagrant
exarnph. of divisions among themselves. Surely it rnight
bc possible to think out anîd work out somo achense of
comnpreliension as well as of self -repre.ssion, hy means of
whielh wide difficrences of ritua! might be tolerated, whilst
certain excesses of personal caprice niight bo checked.
One might sisy that this is the contribution towards re-
union which might well be made by the Anglican Cherches.
If they cannot~ accomplish se much, perhaps for the future,
in this ýulj) -t of re-union, Il they bad better for ever hold
thoirpec"

The immediate work of the non-Episcopal bodies is
certainly in the direction of federation. }Iere there are no
differences in regard to ritual. There are no greater
differences in doctrine hetween tho two commuunions than
there arc between different ministers in the saine coms-
nmunion. XVll i lien, it does not seem unreasonable to
hope thata certain amount of practîcal union should be
obtained. An excellent exemple lias been set, in this
country, by the Presbyterian andi Methodist bodies. Per-
haps it is tee mucclite hope tliet this process should ho
carried furthcr at present. But one thing mighit bc done.
In villages and among scattered populations one church
nuiight bc made te do the work which is now being done by
three or four contending churches and congrogations. If
the uniting communions preferred te have the sacrements
administered hy their own ministers, nothing could ho
easier. They night do as they do now, go round from
district te district, ecdi ministering to his fellow-religionists
at the vârious lecalities. The crying evil of multiplying
reli<,iotis communities in sinaîl localîties was forcihly dwelt
upon hy Principal Grant at the recent meeting of the
Evangelical Alliance, and a remedy proposed similar to
that which ï4 bore recommended. If Christian re-union
is ever te ho secured, it is in these or in sonse such ways
that ir îmust ho bogue. WILLIAIN CLARK.

BRO WNING'S LAST VOL UME.

IN cveryday parlanco, it should ho a mnelancholy duty,
that devolving at.present upon the critic, te appraise

the latest collecteùd work of such a departed genius as
Rohert Browning, And yet, the melancholy is fairly eut-
wcighced by the grateful, the reverent, the haliowed. We
rvnieinbl)r a surely unique careor, heginning with that
popular poeensof easy, fluent, s%inging rhyme, theoIl Pied
Piper of -lamielirn," increasiug in faveur upon the publica-
tion of Il BeI1 Poniegranates," and Il Mon and Womïen,"
and converging with an ideal marriago te a brilliant apex
of faine, only secondary to the pinnaclo upon wbich both
tho eEcr anid e serf would unhesitatingly place bis groat
conipeur, the Lauroate. The points whivh it is possible to
touch upon bore in that striking careor may he summed up
in a few words, for it is clearly premature te endeavour to
assign te tho departed poet the place of a classic whilo, as
yet, bis latest volume hias hardly heen digested, although
it is as a classie that bis admirers alremdy regard im.
Few writors, however, who have found such warm ad-
herents, have aise encotintered sucli earnest enemies, and
it is bis renîarkable style, rather than any remarkable cast
of tîouglît, which. lias always won for.hins attention, if not
admîiration.

Browning, thon, was a great genius, but net one cf the
greatest gosiuses. lie was lacking in that universality
whicli stamiped Shaekespeare and will stamp Tennyson as
twe cf the nîoît original thinkers the world lias seen. Like
another famous English peet, hoe wove inte everything hie
wroto lis own way of looking et the life of things, bis
ewn mode of expression, lîinself and bis beliefs. Ho could
net bave created ilamiet, nor yet conceived the stately
blank verso of the 'IIdylis of the King." Yet, bis ewn
individuality, being sufliciently intense and original, sup-
plied abundant material for volume after volume of verse
that cannot de, and that individuality gave is a place
iniiniediatoly next the grever, more conventionai, but stili
superior emimence of bis friend, Alfred, Lord Tennyson.

Browningis alway s human, which implies contradictions,
resorvations, dilidences, confessions, abasemonts, conceits.
And lio chooses oftenest the bumen spirit and ail its work-
ings te descauit upen. The poot cf nature ho is not, ai-

thouh wth neringtouch and skillecl modern insighit lie
cf ton is, singulmrly felicitous in delineating naturel
phenomena-more by chance, it would seem, than as part
cf lus self-assigned method. There is cee passion which
ho bas skctulhed ini a myriad faultleas weys, and that is the
passion of Love. And in the treatnsent cf this accident cf
our nature lies the koy te much of bis success.

Tho "lpassion for a meid," in its simple, pristine-shili
wo say, oldI-fisined-quality, is not the passion which
enters so largeiy into the matchless lyrics, the colloquiel,
restloss, bitter, wilful, questioning linos thet reveal se many
curicus corners cf the lcver's heart. Modern love thon, is
the special love which Robort Browning hes set hinsself te
anelyze, and well and ccnsistontly lias hoe performed the
task. As specimens cf ccntresting styles, take the
IlGardener's Daugbter,» and thet sustained chant cf e-
morse and self-exeminetion, "lThe Wcrst cf lt," Being
ini harmony witb se much that is essentially a feeture cf
modern lcve-making, lis love lyrics will romain, indelibly
eSsocieted Witb the self-conscious revealings cf an intro-
spective ege.

With regard te the chiar-goscf harshness and cameiess-
neas, the latter, at least, need nover have been made. Bis
linos almost always sean, even if the construction ho in-
verted, puzzling and unusual, and ahundant cacophony bo
thereby engendered, and this fact cf thieir scansion sbould
show that the poet was not careless, tbcugh hoe delbghted in
revelling in a species cf word-puzzle that bas frequently,
and with truth, been likened te the intricacies cf a modern
orchestral score. Jndeed, should we ho inclined te namne
a twin in the history cf art, the name cf Richard Wagner
alone would ise te the lips.

What thon is the message contained in "lAsolando"
the latest fruit cf thet eager brein 1 The IlPrologue " is
written in the five-lincd, two-rbymed stanza the peet
mucli affected and is simply the repetition in another frs
cf Wordswomth's I"Ode te Immortelity." Wbere the co
observes thet

There hath passedl away
A glory froni the earth,

the other writes,
Andi now a flower is just a flower:
Mian, bird, beast are but beast, bird, man-
Siniffly thinselves, uncinot by dower
Of dyes which, wlien lifes day began,
Round eacli in glory rau.

Continuing in this strain hoe looks-alas-for the Iltain-
bent fiame," the saine, we know te our cost, that made the

Waters on a starry night
Beautif i ani fair;

and ocen the pro-,aic every-day unashino "la gloicus
birtb," but finds it not.

The lambent flamo is--where '
Lost from the naked world, earth, sky,
Hlli, vale, tree, tiower, Italia's rare
0cer-ruiiiirlg beauty crowils the eye-
But hiaine? The bush is bare.

"Rosny," I Dabiety " are thoroughly Brewningesque,
but unsatisfactory Short peems. Il Now " is a tbrilling,
pulsing, fouteen-lined poeen, quasi-sonnet, imperfeet bud
cf passion.

How Iong simeh suspension inay linger?
Ali, sveet -

The mjoment eternai just that and nou more-
When ec8tasys.i utinost we cluteb at the core.

But the truc Browning is thiat wo meet in the dis-
jointed hlank verseocf Il Beatrice Signorini," and in tho
daringly farfetched rhymes cf I"Fluto Music." Through-
eut the volume is that marked belief in a future lifo wbich
bias ovor chaacterized even the wîhdest fancies cf thme peet.
In the umagnificerut poem, charged with electrical thought,
fucll cf the subtlest imagery couched in the mest complex
language, ontitled IlRevomie," wil ho found Browning's
cuit, whet h ho lioved, what lie lcokod forwemd te, and
whet he mest ardently desired. B-is wcrst enomy might
well ho silenced before the clearness, strength and spiritual
insight cf this remarkahle poee.

Many numbers in "'Asolando" havo evidently heen
inspimed by the peet's choice cf Italien suroundings. Tlîe
Amnerican critica-soineocf thons-sec in this an cloquent
witness te the fact that Browning disliked England, and
was Ilbomed hy it." This we do not believe te have been
the case. He probably prefemred the cimete, and fouuid
many associations there connected with the long residenco
and delath cf bis wife, white it may fitly ho conjectumed
whethor with Tennyson's successful creatiens cf Englisb
scenery, traditions and cheracter pervading the reading
wold, there was really enough material left in bis native
land for him te work upon. This suggestion may
eppeer iii considered, but a little reflection will show how
probable it is that Browning foît bis incapacity te deal
witlî England in face cf the Laureato's matchless style,
"the despair cf posterity," and bis singularly felicitous

and original presertation cf English types.
The message cf IlAsolando " is hope cf a future life,

cheerfulness even in decay, and unceasing effort towerds
perfection cf nîind and seul. There are many wbo consider
that viewed in the lbght cf genius Mrs. Browning was a
far inore inspired singer than bier hushand. A cemparison
cf thîcir styles eveels certainly perfect equality in oxecu-
tien if net in conception. Whether"I Sordello " or "'Aurore
Leigh " shah hlive the longer, whe shaîl say ? It seensa
probable, however, that Mms. Browning's unique position
will ho strengthenetl and confirmed as the years go on. Sho
is one cf the very fe w women who have written "lclassies."

Moantime, the wbole thinking world pays its homage
te the departed peet, a kind fiend, a dovoted father and
husband, a poworful and original thinker.

JERSEY ISLAND, the place from wbich we obtain the
fevourite Jersey cow, is a smaîl spot cf land. If squared,
it is 6î miles eacb way. Yet this little ishand bas a popu-
lation cf 60,000 hurnen beings, and bas over 12,500 cette,
and bas lied that îîumber for tho lest twenty years, fer
the census cf 1861 gives 12,037. And yet they expert on
an average, annually, 2,000 bead. Reugbly speaking, on
this isiand, they manage te support coebead cf kine te
every two acres, white in England there is ouly oee bed
te every ton acres.

IN 1867 it is estimated tbat there was paid for edver-
tisesents in this country over $10,000,000. The present
expenditure is estimated et $30,000,000. Advertising is
new net a matter cf choice, but cf ebsolute necessity, as
much as te have e store, office, or ethemwise te keep before
the public. It is an unexpected but naturel fact that rates
cf advertising advance as the circulation cf a periodical or
peper increeses. This increaseocf circulation, if a large
ene, and aise the degree cf reliability and irespectability,
the intelligent edvertiser observes, and acte eccordinghy,
and dees net waste hie large shot on smaîl birds.

A HEROLVE 0F N' iRIC

ABOVE t he deer cf the Church cf the Congregation,

follewing inscription " lOn this spot was erected by Sieur
Beurgecys and Mdlle. Le Ber, the ancient Cburch of the
Congregetion, 1693."

We are ail acqueînted witb the nase of Marguerite
Beurgecys; that cf Joanne Le Ber bas an un famiilier
sound. Her fesily is closely connected withu the oarly
histomy cf Montreal, and shue herseîf is worthy of notice as
a sert cf typical figure, illustrating peculiarities of national
menner, thouglit and chamecter.

Hem father, Jacques Le Ber, e native cf Pistrini,
Rouen, was coecf the Company of One Hundred Associ-
ates formed for the express purpose cf founding the new
settiement cf Ville Marie. Possessing two seigneuries,
St. Peuh and Sennevihle, e bouse in Quebec, another in St.
Paul Street, Montreal, witb varicus uthor property, this
French immigrent was considered coecf the richeat traders
cf New France. 0f e sanguine and emergetie tempera-
ment, ho teck e promineut part in the affaira cf thue new
colony. Ho was an important m051)er cf the Mihicia cf
the Hoiy Fasily, a baud cf coehnndredi and forty, bu
whicli ail the men capable cf bearing arma were enrolled
for the defence cf the.colony.

IOn al aides," saya Dollier de Casson, ini bis "lHis-
toire de Montreai," Il we lived in constant dread on ac-
count cf the sneres set for us by or enemies. If it wes
necessary te %end despetches te Quebec or Thîrce Rivera we
had te choose the heat cancers and atart thrns off et niglut.
At present it would ho difficult te mako you understand
the extreme preceutions they were chhi ged to take in order
te ech their destination quickly and te evoid onceuntering
their foes. M. Jacques Le Ber bas in this wey rendered
valuable services te the colony, exposing bumseif very cf ton
in cance, on the ice or in the woods, carrying deapatchies."

The liquor traffie with the Indiens was creatieg many
disorders in the country. By bis strenueus opposition te
these abuses M. Le Ber incurred tise enbnity cf Permet,
thon Gevemnor cf the Island cf Montreel, and during the
progmess cf coecf their quarrels was thrown into prison,
whero, eccording te the fashion cf the day, be lenguislhed
until, hy urgent appeels te France, bis fricmds contrived to
obtain bis release. Acccrding te the acceunts that bave
cerne down te us, M. Permet was scarcely se cameful te
maintein bis digni ty as migh.t bave been expected frocs e
man cf bis position. In open dofiance cf the ordinance
fembidding the magistretes te engage iin trade, he kept a
sbep in wbich ho sold liquer te the Indiens, and in which
lie did net consider it derogatery te bis cffice te serve ais
bartender te the savages. [t is related cff iimn that on one
occasion lie sold an Indian bis own bat, coat, sword, and
even bis ribbons, shoos and stookings, ut cuivi i- iii exclienge
the sus cf thirty pistoles. Afterwemds tire savage was
seen strutting nsajestically absout the market place, attimed
in the Governom's costume, te the amusement and scandal
cf the whole ccmmuaity.

The Frenchi ule was fer tee stringent, tee anxious te
control every cenjunctien cf human affiir8, te promnoto
public spirit on the part cf its colonists. M. Le Ber pro-
sents a rame instanco cf co whe was willing to devote
some portion cf bis ewn substance for the public security.
Ie buit a stone fort on bis Seigneury cf de Senneville, et

the bead cf the Island cf Montreal. Thi, was burat by
the Iroquois in 1691, and when bt was rebuilt in 1693
wes provided with 5050 smell piees cf artillemy as a de-
fonce egainst the Redskins. la 1701 we find a garrison
establibed there, cmwanded by the Sieur de Merudien, and
a few years later M. do Vaudreuil, Gevenr-General cf
Canada, in writing te the Minister cf the Marine, tells isn
that Ilthe fort et Senneville entireiy protecta the cclcny
on that side fros the ravages cf the indiens." Jacques
Le Ber was enncbled by Louis XIV. ini 1696 on account
cf bis services, with the condition that the patent cf nobil-
ity was te ho secured te bis descendants.

Jacques Le Ber married Joanne Lenmoyne, sister cf
Charles Lemoyne, afterwards Baron de Longuenil, and
their oniy daughtem, Joanne, was bora at Ville Marie, Jeu.
4, 1662. Hem gcdfether was Paul Chorneday de Maison-
neuve, Gevemnor cf the Island cf Mentreal ; ber godmother
was Mademoiselle Mence, a wcman nobhy cen9piocus
ameug the devoted sisterhood wbo lied conscrated thons.
selves te the service cf God in Canada.

It wes an age cf marvels ; the very existence cf the
settlement wes a continuel miracle ; tIse routine cf daily
existence was an unceasing exorcise cf the nîcat devoted
hercis. Cut off for meny montha cf every year froni al
communication with the outaide worid, surroumîded by
pressing dangers and privations, religion wes the inspiming
principhe cf thie littie band planted in the wilderness ; the
feitb was the unriveiled sovereiga cof ber chihdren's
thougbts and bearta. The etmesphome was saturated with
hairbrained enthusiesm, with wihd fencies cencerning vigils
and visions and penauces. A grand and steady ais, nover
lest siglit cf, nover abendcaed, moulded the mninda cf men
into a fors, entireiy cengenial te priestly desires and sym-
pathies. Ail this fumnishod mental intoxication for an
ardent and impressioneblo nature. Every day the little
ene was taken te visit ber godmother ; she was constantly
et the Congregational Convent, wliere Marguerite Boum-
gecys robgned ever a baud cf beroines cf missicnary enter-
prise. The contagion cf popular onthusiass cffcmed a
centinued stimulus. The girl's wboie seul burned witb a
giewing aspiratien-elie tee weuid become a saint and a
Christian bercine. It wouhd ho asusing were it net go
intenely pathetic te see the alacrity with whicb this ens-


