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CURRENT COMMENT,

We heartily wish all our rvenders a
sruly happy New Yoaur. May their
good resolves bs few but well kept.
May one of them beto keep out of debt,
especially to the Review. Let them
not talk about it but ‘pony up”panc-
rually.

We beiteve the Cashel is mistaken in
saying that My, Hugh John Macdonald
has declared “‘that the school question
'« dead, and that neither party in the
province will ever again have anything
ro do with it.” Il we remember aright,
wvhat the Hou. Hugh John did say is
‘hat the school question was o dead is-
sue at the time he was speaking. We
are not aware that he prophesiad any-
thing about the fwure. To say, for
cloction purposes aad in the heat of an
is there

~tection speech, that an issie
and then a dead one, is vy diffevent
from saying that the guestion is dead

for ever and aye.

The Caslet is still more clearly mis-
taken when it ealls the Nor'Wester lijg
party organ in Winnipeg.” We happen
1o know, on the very hest authority,
that the Hon. Hugh John Macdonald
does not consider that paper in any
sense his organ. And it is well that
he does not; for the No' Wester, after
supporting our  school interests for
volitical otives, has of Lite taken a
most unmanly stand, Notcontent with
threatening us, if we don’t keep uiet,
that what the Caskel appropriately calls
the stone tendered to us by the Laurier-
Greenway sebttiemeat iustead of the
bread we claim will be raken from us
ected i, onr time-
serving contemporary goes on to hint
“that it would be possible o vedistri-
hute the constituencies in such o may-
ner that French influence in the Loagis-
Intare would he practically wiped out.”
And, together with this cowardly ex-
hibition of its bullying and persccuting
spirit, it reproves the Catholic minor-
ity for their ingratitude to the Ne
Wester, which has, forsooth, suffered so
much for the sake of that minority.
This is really funny. We are fully a-
ware that the founderof the Nor” Wesler,
Mr. Luxton. did suffer the most unjust
destitution becauss of his manly fealty
to the minority ; but unfortunately he
has long ceased to control the policy of
that paper, and its present attitude
proves that sell-interest was the motive
of its present editors when they chose
for a time to pat us on the back.
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The Encyclical.

who indignuntly e

itis announced by cable that the
Holy Father's encyclical on the Manij-
toba school gquestion was published in
Rome on Christmas eve. Heve is the
summary as given in the Free Press
last Friday:—After recalling the rel;-
gious history of Canada and eulogizing
1ts scholastic institutions. His Holiness
expresses regret at the decision taken
seven years ago in Manitoba, relative
to the Catholic schools and points out
the rights of Catholics, according to
the federal agreement, Continuing, the
Pope condemns the school system hased
on religious nex‘z.trahty, praises the zeal
of the bishops displayedon thig ques-
iion, regrets that Catholics are not
equally united owing to political pas-
sions, and admits that the authorities
have done something to dimiuish the

$2.00 & year. )

inconveniences of the Manitoha govern-
wens sehont leowlarion, but His
tess dechires this 1o be inadequate, and

exhorts Catholies to persist o elatmiug

all their righes, though they must ot
refuse any partiad veparations obtain-
able. with the view to reduce the perils
of the education of youth.

Lu conelusion, the Pope says that in
the event of these being unobtainable,
Catholics should provide their own
sthools, aud adopt, uuder the guidance
of their bishops, a programme of study,
reconciling it with their rveligion and
all literary and scientific progress.”

Although we cannot attempt to de-
velop the teaching of this long expected
encyclical till tne whole document is
in our hands, yet we think itadvisable
to direct attention to one point which
may, at the firgt biush, scem to favor
the chumpions of compromise. Catholics
are told that “shey must not refuse
any partial veparations obtainable.)
This caught the eye of the title-framer
in the Free Press office and *‘Partial
Reparations” forthwitn became a
headline. Partisans might argue that
the Laurier-Greenway ‘‘settlement,”
being a partial veparation, should be
accepted. But a glance at the prineiple
on which the encyclical is based dis-
poses of that plea. The initial and fund-
amental principle, in subservience to
which the rest of tie encyclical must
be explained, is that any system based
on religious neutrality iscondemned.
Now the Lauwrvier-Greenway ‘‘settle-
ment” having expressly stipulated that
religious neutrality must be maintain-
ed and that there must be no separa-
tion in school hours between Catholic
and non-Catholic children, it follows
that the *'settlement” cannot be deem-
a “partial reparation” in the sense of
tlhie Encyclical,

Another phrase has led the Globe to
scent out from afar the possible forina-
fion of a united Catholic party. Our
great Toronto contemporary says:*“Dhe
encyclical expresses cegret that *Cath-
olies are not equally uuiral owiug to
political passions.” We thi 'k thisis a
matter for congratulation ; and it is the
Catholies who stand to Jose by a dis-
turbance of that condition of affairs.
If they form what wit be virtually a
politival union under the guidance of
the Pope, they cannot complain if
Protestants are solidiied in a similar
way. It is obvious that two-fifths of
the people of Canada cannot compel
three-fifths to force separate schools
upon Manitoba.” aud t .u the Liberal
organ goes on, in the usual cant of the
upper dog, to preach peace and to de-
precate the sectarvian quarrels which
fellowers originared.
There is just this slight miscaleulation
i its forecast 1 Catholics are capable
of uniting as they nhavae done in Ger-
mnuy : Protesaants are not. Moreover,
there is not the slightest danger of sec-
tavian animosity on the part of Catho-
lics ; they will never band themselyes
into secret societies to oppress or ostra-
cize Protestants ; they do not even at-
tempt to deprive non-Catholics of any
right or privilege ; they sinply claim
what the constitution of the Dominion
grants them. The bigotry and animo-
sity is all on the other side. Let the
Globe preacl peace a1 d goodwill to its
own fanatical supporters.

its own have

B s i S SR ——
The January Intention,

“Vocations to the Priesthood”
is the general intention rvecom-
mended to the associates of the
Apostleship of Prayer for the
month of January, 18398. What
we should pray for is that true
priestly vocations be mnltiplied,
that young men of pure lives,
solid learning and burning zeal
devote themselves to the special
service of God’s altars and to the
spiritual necessities ol their fel-
low men. By praying fervently
for this intention ‘we ensure for
ourselves and for our children
the most precious of all bless-
ings. )

el e

Cardinal Wiseman’s Life,

‘The firat Cardinal Archbishop of Weat-
minster died almost thirty-three years
ago. Shortly safter liig death, his successor,
then Archbishop Manning, collected the
materialg for a biography, but, owing to
the premature death of the Cardinal
before he had completed his sixty-third
year and the consequent survival of
many persons wWho wounld necessarily
figure in any complete accountof bis
life, Manning deemed it prudent to
postpone the pubiication till his own
death. After that amented demise:
Rev. Father Morris, 8.J., whobefore his
entrance into the Society of Jesus, had
been Canon Peuitentiary of Westmingter
and thus thrown into daily contact with
Cardinal Wiseman, began work on the
collected materials ; but he had only one
chapter written when he himself was
called away in the very act of preach-

ing. After Father

Holi- !

|

Cariinal  Vanghan asked Mr. Wilfrid

Woard to write the Life, anid an'l we now
at Lt have the long-looked for work
before ns. We have received the two

thick crown octavo volumess of xiit., 579

aud 656 pages, direct from the Loadon
oili-e, of Longmans, Green and Co., who
bave buar jusy published them.

As might be expected from one who
wrote so finished an account of his own
illustrious father in those two famous
books, " William George Ward and the
Oxford Movement” and ‘*William
George Ward and the Catholic Re-
vival,” this biography is iutensely in-
teresting. The title "“Life and Times”
may (rvighten those who remember*The
Life and Times of St. Thomas Aquinas
by Roger Bede Vaughan,” which a
witty theological siudent cnce christ
ened "'The Life and Times of the Human
Race,” so irrelevantly comprehensive
was much of its undigested erudition ;
but the fear would be groundless:
though Mr. Wilfrid Ward is rich iu
anecdote and learning of all kinds, he
never forgets his central subject, to
which all else is made subservient.
Aund whas a wonderful man he has
cuused tolive and breathe in his en-
trancing pages! There have been more
profoundly eradite, more scholarly men,
greater writers, grander genuises than
Wiseman ; but it is very doubtful if
any man has been found in any age
who touched human life and thought at
so many points and so vividly at every
point.

He was an Englishman of lrish ances-
try, born in Spain, trained to Engimst:
manliness at Usbaw, disciplined in «
seminary in Rowe itself, speaking six
modern European languages like one
who was cradled in each of them, able to
converse fluently in Latin, Greek, Arabic,
Persian and three or four more of the
tongues of the Eist,corresponding on all
sorts of subjects witic the greatest minds
in all Europe, writing at the age of lou:
amd twenty his“Horae Syriacae,” a book
wlich revealed an astounding knowledge
of the Syriac languace and w hich is still,
after seveaty yeurs, a standard authority;
dashing off by snatches in railway
trains, in country houses, at o:ld moments
of 8cant leisure, that most lifelike o
bisiorical romances, “YFabiola ;" scattering
pang and jewr d'esprit broadeast in hall
a duzen languages, while sore beset with
disease and unimaginable worry; au
agcetic who chronicles how much better
his daily medlitations are made when Le
adheres strictly to the minute preserip-
tions of St.lzaatius’s Spiritaal Exercigos
a ferveut Christian wlo chastises Ly six

feet two of mountainous flesh and yot is
arare joize ol gool cooking ; u wrestler
with fiendiike temptations to infidelity
during years of spiritual desolation when
even that Church liturgy which he joved
so dearly had lost its charm, and acknow
ledging afterwards that this plague,
instead of being a danger to his faich,
had been simply invaluable as a period
of self-discipline in patience,self-reliance
and concentration in spite of mental de-
Ppr ssiond; a great starter of ideas and
organizer of educational, literary scienti-
e and ecclesiastical progress, but wofully
dilatory in answering letters and in
following wp the details of business; a
lascinating preacher and lecturer, who
bemoaned his first introduction to g
pulpit at the Pope’s command as the
destruction of all his habits of solitary
study, as drazging him from commerce
with the dead to contact with the living,
from books to men ; a charming conver
sationalist, who could by turns et
children climb all over him and delight
the most learnel coieries with iig
masterly criticism of music, paintirg,
architecture, sculpture, and archaeology,
a perfect master of Church ceremcmies:
for whom a great iu.action was a source
of deep gratification, and withal simple
as a child, yearning ever and anon for
sympathy. All this and far more was
Nicholas Wiseman, a great and good. but
especially a lovabie, thoroughly human
being.

Without making a caricature of g
subject ag Mr. Purcell has done for Car.
dinal Manning, Mr. Wilfrid Ward hag
not spared us the recital of Wiseman's
shortcomings, True, they were ali ex
tremely venial ; there is not one gelfigh
fibre in his whole giant frame, no, not
the shadow of uny meanness in his gq
nerous soul, We foel, after reading ti,ig
work, that we know all about him, thay
nothing has heen kept back.

We shall have more to 8ay later on of
“The Life and Times of Cardinal Wige-
man.” It is an almost inexhaustible
mine. Meanwhile Wwe would merely
express our conviction that thig is, for
Catholics especially, but also for alj non.
Catholics who wish to know the great
movements of our age, (/e biography of
the nineteenth century.

e T o o o

The first edition of the Life and Times
of Cardinal Wiseman, by Wilfrid Ward,
ig already exhausted, though the book

i an expensive one—24 shillings—gang

Morrig’s  death has been out only three weeks,

CORRESPONDENCE.

—————

To the Editor of

THENORTHWEST REVIEW: —
Sir,

Permit me in reply to your
courteous cidticism of my letter
in your last issue to offer a word
of explanation, and to correct
some misapprehensions which
my words seem to have given
rise to. I stated that the Catho-
lic people of Winnipeg Have
hitherto lacked anything of a
DISTINCTLY LITERARY character
to encourage and foster intellec-
tual growth and achievement. I
was fully aware at the time that
the St. Vincent de Paul, the C.
M. B A, the Cathslic Order of
Foresters and other societies are
and have been for some years in
this city, but these organizations
are by no means DISTINCTLY lite-
rary, Hence in the words of one
of its organizers such a society as
the Newman Literary Guild has
been “'a long felt want among
the Catholics of Winnipeg.”

If these societies fulfilled all
therequirements in thus particu-
lar what would be the sense in
this organizing a guild to meet a
want already amply supplied?

Again.nothingcould have been
further from my mind than the
notion that organizations of a
social, literary, or charitable
character have ever ceased to
exist in theCatholic Church, avnd
Iregret very much if my lan-
guage was so ambiguous as to
be susceptible of an interpreta-
tion consistent with such a view.
I referred in my letter to those
guilds which existed in such
numbers and flourished so wide-
ly in certain parts of Rurope
particularly in Ingland and the
Teuatonic countries during the
middle ages. These guilds as
you are aware were abolished in
Protestant countries at the time
of the so-called Reformation un-
der pretence of their being super-
stitious foundations. Were [ to
conclude that henceforth organi-
zations for purposes of charity,
education, or social imnprovement
were non-existent in the Catho-
lic Church 1 would assuredly
be as one who “had eves and
could not see.” )

Once, more in regard to the
presence of ladies at the meetings
of the Guild, I do not remember
setting up Protestants as models
for ns to imitate. I had rather in
mind the work of similar organi-
zations in Catholic circles in cer-
tain points of Eastern Canada,
whose noteworthy examples 1
feel we could do worse than copy,
believing as T do with all due
respect for those who may differ
with me that it were more in
accord with the eternal fitness of
things that we shonld enconrage
the mingling of our young men
aud young women in social and
literary intercourse, than by dis-
countenancing it, virtually lead
them to cultivate the society
and friendship of those outside
“the household of the fajth.”

Voro BENE.

Editorial Note : Our correspond-
Pent’s explanation is quite satisfactory,
but we still cling to the perussion that
woman's sphere is the home circle. Any-
thing that withdraws her from the bless-
ed influences and occupations of home
life is a delusion anyd a snare. If, when
a young girl, she gets into the habit of
gadding about to literary societies, she
is very likely to grow up into a negli-
gent mother. Aund, as tr the advantage
of such gatherings in the way of future
marriages, we have always fouud, ina
somewhat extended experience, that the
happiest marriages have originated in
Iriendly visits to the girl’s own home
under the approving eye of her parents.

T 0 A i e
Christmas Services.

The midnight Mass was everywhere
largely attended and was remarkable
by the great number of communions.
At the Cathedral the first High Alasg
was sung by Rev. Father Messier with
Rev. Father Beliveau as deacon apq
Abbe Maillard as subdeacon. His Grace
the Archbishop preached at the thirg
Mags at 10 A, M.

At 8t. Mary’s and the Immaculate
Conception, Winnipeg, confessions were
beard almost up to the Midnight Mass

At 8t, Mary’s the music of the Mass was
chiefiy Hummel's ;oat the Immaculate
Conception it wag Leonard’s. At st
Mary’'s the celehrant was Rev, Father
MeCarthy, QLI the deacon Rey. Fath-
er Grenier, SJ., the subdeacon, Rev.
Father U'Dwyer, 0.M.1, At the Imma-
culate Conception Rev, Father Lebel,S.J.,
wus celebrant,

At Gretna Rev. Fatler Wood utter
officiated in the cosy angd tastefully de-
corated new church, the choir being as-.
sisted by a few outsiders, Migg L.O Brien
of Neche, presided at the organ ; her sis:
ter with Miss L. Tennant played the
mandolin ; Mr. Malo, cLoirmaster of the
Neche Catholic Church, gave “Minuit
Ciretien” in excellent style.

In 8t, Cuthber:s, Portage 1a Prairie,
Rev. Father Chartier, 8.J.8ang the High
Mass at midnight and preached. There
were fifiy-five communions, Miss [rene
Haggariy, the oryg wist, wus ably agsig -
ted by Miss Gilman, Mss M 1y Maw-
hinney, Mr. Carpeuter anid Mr. Beynon.

Iu St, Avgastine's charch, Brandon
Rev. Fr. La Rue.J . sang the Midnight
Muss and preached five :ipes ou Christ-
was Day and the following Sunday.
T'he singing and music were very good
aud reflect great credit on the pastor,
Rev. Fr. Jubinvijle.

—_— .
Resolved to agitate.

Irish World.

They have resolved in Ireland to vigo-
vously agitate the Catholic University
question. A committee has been formed
% make arrangements “for the holding
of a representative public meeting in
Dublinto press npon the Government
the necessity of meeting the Cathoijc
slaim, by introducing in the next session
of Parliament a measure embodying the
principles which were enunciated in the
recent declaration of the Catholie laity,
and which bave since been practically
indorsed by the First Lord of the Treas-
ury, with the concurrence of representa-
tive members of alj pirties in
ment.”

The First Lord of the Treasury re-
ferred to is the Right Hon. Arthur J.
Balfour. This Tory leader and Cabinet
Minister has repeatedly declared that
the Catholics of Ireland have agrievance
in the matter of university education.
He has said that the existing state en-
dowed universities in Ireland are not
such as Catholies can conscientiously
make use of. He has said with regard
to one of them, viz, the University of
Dablin (Trinity College) that if he had
a 8on to educate he would cartainly not
send him t> a college ag Catholic in its
methody and spirit as that (Crinity  Col-
legse! is P'rotestant.

Mr. Balfour has made these declara-
tions and admissions, which mean that
the Catholics of Ireland are not only de-
prived of university education, but are
compelled to help to pay for the univer-
sity education of the Protestant minor-
ity. It is not so long—g little more
than twenty years ago—since they (Irish
Catholics) were forced by law to pay
taxes for the support of the Protestant
Church, That robhery and outrage on
the Irish nation was put a stop to by
Mr. Gladstone. The robbery and outrage
of having to pay for university ednca-
tion for the [Protestant church people
while baving none for themselves, are
still inflicted on the Catholic boly, and
the Government, thoagh admitting the
injustice, declines to give redress. Mr.
Balfour is afraid of the Orangewen., He
says that forthe present he can only
bes “missionary” in tne cause. What
is he a Cabinet Minister then for? And
why, tlerefore, does he ang hig col-
leagues ingist on raling freland ? The
business of & governwent is to do justice
—to apply a remedy when a clear case
of wrong is made out. It is not to be
“missionaries” that men are put at the
head of governments, but to carry on
the practical work of Becuring justice
and administering justice impartially to
the people. If Cabinet Ministers cannot
or will not do this, they are unfit for the
work, and should throw up the job,

Bat Mr. Balfour and Lorg Salisbury
will do neither one thing nor the other.
They will not do justice to the Catholics
of Ireland in the matter of universiiy
education, nor wijj they allow the Cath-
olics to do it themselves, which they
would very soon do if they had Home
Rule, and do it, of course, without in-
juring their Protestant fellow country-
men in the smallest degree. A very
considerable section of the Protestants
of Ireland are favorable to aunq have
openly declared in favor of, the Catho-
lic demand. It is only the Orange lodges
that object, and because of the opposi-
tion of this intolerant faction—a minor-
ity of a minerity—Mr. Balfour remaing
a “missionary” in relation to the claim
of Catholic Ireland for justice in the im-
portant matter of university education.

Under the circamstances there is only
one thing for the Catholics to do, and
we are glad to see they are about to

Parlia-

and communione were very numerous,

begin, The committee for the meeting,
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