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The first meetings of the municipal
councils for 1897, will be held on the
second Monday in January, and not the
third Monday as formerly. County coun-

cils will meet on the fourth Tuesday in
January as usual.
y £

* *
. In answering part three of question 3or1,
in the November issue we overlooked
section five of the County Councils Act.
Members of the new county councils are
required to be residents of the division
for which they are elected.
*

* *

Tur MunicipaL Worwp revised cata-
logue and price list of municipal supplies
has been forwarded in souvenir form, to
the clerk of €very municipality in the
Province. We will be pleased to hear

from any clerk who may not have received
his catalogue.

*
% 3
_One of the objects of the County Coun-
cil Act is to do awa

: y with log-rolling and
nartow sectional feeling, As represe nta-
tives of districts for two
councillors will be i

better administrati
should resuit,

*
o

The Municipal Amendment Act, 1896,
requires deputy-retuming officers in cities
and towns to deliver the ballot-box and
packets to the returning officer imme.
diately after having completed their duties
at thf polling place, and under no cir-
cumstances is a deput -returning  officer
to take the ballot-bof: oz packets,gor allow
the same to be taken to his home, or
house, or office, or place of business, or to
any house or place whatsoever other than
the office of the clerk of the municipality,
who is required to remain at his office on
the evening of polling-day, until the said
bpxes_ have been returned to him. Officers
violating the provisions of this act are
* liable to a penalty of $400,

Throughout all the good roads agitation
which has taken place during the past
year no important legislation on the sub-
ject has been suggested the prevailing
opinion, being that it is only necessary to
arouse public sentiment, with a view to
expending the money we already have in
an intelligent manner.

w
® *

During the past year we have, through
the Question Drawer, answered 580
questions submitted by 339 correspond-
ents. The index published with this issue
is the best evidence of the value of THE
MunicipaL WorLp. We will be pleased
to hear from any subscriber who is not
sufficiently satisfied, to remew his sub-
scription, or recommend the WoRrLD to
his successor in office.

* s £l

The council of the town of No:th
Toronto recently amalgamated the offices
of clerk and treasurer and appointed one
man to both. It would be interesting to
know if the declaration of office required
under section 271 of the Municipal Act,
to be made before assuming each office
has been changed to suit the views of the
council. Under ordinary circumstances
the offices cannot be held by the same

person.
ES

* *

A by-law passed by the city of Ottawa,
regulating the width of tires to be used on
vehicles, is now being enforced. The
council of the city of Toronto and County
of York have recently passed similar by-
laws. In view of the good that would
result from the use of wide tires, we think
the government should consider further
legislation with a view to securing uniform-
ity in all by-laws passed for this purpose.
Manufacturers could then arrange to sup-
ply wagons with standard tires, and in a
few years the present objection of com-
pelling all to go to the expense of new
wheels for their vehicles would be remov-
ed, and compulsory legislation could be

considered.

*
* *

Clerks should be particular at the
coming municipal elections and provide
proper poll-books and directions to voters
where county council elections are to be
held. The County Councils Act does
not specify the forms required to be sup-
plied by county clerks with the ballots.
For the purpose of securing uniformity
and correctness, we prepared a full set of
County Council Act forms. These will
be supplied by the thirty county clerks
from whom we have already received
orders, and include a packet for each
nominating officer, municipal clerk, and
deputy-returning officer.  When county
orders were filled, we notified the
clerks of the local municipalities, and in
these counties clerks will require only the
usual election supplies, with poll-books
and directions to voters, amended in

accordance with the County Councils
Act,

THE MUNICIPAL WORLD

only

The County Councils Acg 'n:tot' he
reduces the number of mem ezonneCte
councils and the expenses S
therewith, but provides for ; ¢
able representation of t eo L illage
Under the old Act the reeve
paying a very small county rate
in the council, Whlli c;sortx;l; :
townships, represente
deputiesI: with at most five vqlt‘e:g,es.
county rates more than 100Vl e sion of
overcome this inequality the ot
the counties into districts was D

3 * e Ed e difected

The attention of all councils lto soction
to the following amendme“t._sed at last
284 of the Municipal Act pguthereof the
session by adding at the en il of ny
following words : “But no Cottlle P day
local municipality shall, after - the

ic
of December in the year fOt: vt;y-lﬂw or
members were elected, pass 2 yf money

resolution for the payment oindirecﬂy'
or which involves, directly or i chey
the payment of money; norbligation o0
enter into any contract or © point
the part of the municipality; nc der
to or dismiss from office any oot
the control of the copnct], or gt ! cast
corporate act after said date, exouncil may
of extreme urgency. But the ¢ 1t

. . t e
do any necessary business beforgavi g 1¥
day of December, which mazi',one "t such
gard to the circumstances, be ooy are W
time, and which, by this act, the¥ %

. eeting:
i o at their Jast @
authorized to d s

* * * C

A. W. Campbell, .ProvinClal ::O:gmmer:
missioner, has, during gheI paouncil% ex‘
at the request of municipa cts ' abod
amined the roads and ;trclcle townﬂh'ps;.
fifty municipalities, principa {)uncis ve
His plan is to go with ‘he <:_ms . :
the roads, and discuss the pf)le ol rave
making on the ground, examin < uﬂ“g
and the stone pits, and discuss - ulilize,r;
of the material, how it §hould ook wit
and any other points 1n coqntereste m{
roads which the council are meat b resd
Mr. Campbell reports that a 'g_ron 4
18 being taken in the quesli:re coun 1
improvement, and progr.e?s it ol,
are anxious to get #ll possib eh o le
on the subject in order that theil =2 gily
ture will be more proﬁt'.ablet.)lic po”
the council arranges for a puhip o thit
at a central point in the towns ha’ve nOP_
the pathmasters and ratepayer:ion Jiscys?
portunity of hearing the ques]
ed. These meetings are We ;
and made more interesting bythis iﬂq i
tor discussion. A reform of goote
too trequently met with VIgorto e peofi:,
but Mr. Campbell states tha ot for o‘d
evidently come, not to 0ppose, o ple nd,h —
mation, and frequently s.o]mrs aid pat
points are raised by councillo et
masters who bave taken ﬂln = becods
practical roadmaking. Pgopef oodf‘”.,;
ing aroused to the necessity 0 g e ﬂsle
and their economic constrp«;:tllo . sslb
to bring_them about as quickly
with the means at hand.




