| | ll:lelud protested his love so often tha
. her surest possession. She culd n it h ®
aslsm::,_ henelfthatl;e W‘!‘!]d waito:n:lrif:sth:e:efecﬁon' si'd‘ h:;
:tust .. Yet here was his own letter to attest ¢, o she wa
ast and had come to accept a second best ; i 2t he
'scfond best, for even now he only spoke of A " th‘
said he had grown to care for her. snes
. Tl'!:en. asB if to mock her with the
ate, Percy Bryce was killed i i .
which cronicled his death l\ad“:u: l;tea:ltc;r? :::aleAa coiden
under the heading of orders: “Lieut. Pau] D o
U. S. S. Poughkeepsie.”” And the U. S, S )
from Sap Francisco for duty in the East in.a fort-nigh
Loring came across the item by chance, Shelg - f
r.?gue regret .that !w had been cut off so sudden] fwa; b, T
ife; but their existence had been so separat it pa o

- could not effect her greatly. Peo i  that even bs g

. . ple said - ,
with an uncontrolable sorrow, and thee;i:o::l’:ri?ki;dal;:: ;"]']e :lt:lclt:i
i + She

loved him. Her
. aunts came and proffered convent;
nventional
:::l[::.thy. butdev.en as they uttered them they were appra?:i’;dsh:f
mout wmg l;von LG.ng xf.Bryce's. will would leave everything t?) s
- But Loning neither noticed the cyrious looks nor heeded the

common-place utterances. Paul was to sail for Manjla in less tha

two weeks; she might nev ] i
e ig er seen him again; even now he was log b

for he had voluntarily pl i
y pledged himself to another w '
;)or:ki?ltee '::a::;akttll\‘at tll:? Was his honor invo]ve(c’ll;m{i/:z:ls:
. ent hurt his standing in the ice?
herself with vain imagining e i
: ginings He had sent her n d.
;:s ignorant of Percy’s death. Suppose he ezho::lc;v zlrarry l:rh;mb:
ov:r:::}l:hat she was free? e
y don’t you go away, slip off b ’
0 away, y yourself—or if t
;;’:Eaayd:'ke ’F rances?”’ Miriam said. Loring had notlto{guh:a:f
M edding's engagement, and she wondered if a morbid exagen
n :,o a.lfalrs were not producing a sort of remorse.
e :nf' looked up. “You are right; I'll go. But I don't war
- tonig'ht m ’;x-ot At company f?r a young girl. I'm suffering. [l
el .l ; Iell people anything you like, and I'll write to you.
I d;dn't dg ad 1 am you suggested it! I wanted to go, Miriam, bu
v al’l;- She s;‘»‘oke with feverish haste.
“Yozm :swned. . Iam not quite sure that understand.”
deal to o neth not; I'll explain when I can. Just now I have a good
oy s ank you for your kindness, and please leave me. You
now in good time, dear; I promise you that.”

And Miriam left her.

l‘ing did not pause to .de .
be : ! consider. She would see him once more
fo:: ?heesa"led’ before he.made good his pledge to that other woman.
of her for 0“:;?11)3 of their meeting would be, what he would think
en. The:u ing across the continent after him, did not bother her
was tweenetl‘: ould be plenty of time for reflection when the octa
ravelling at tl: m. She had only a few hours to make preparatior:
San Franci e fastest speed, she would have less than four days #
Shmc'f co before the squadron sailed.
rem:}.e called anette and gave her orders. The maid an elder
\c1 woman, raised her hands in horror.

" , an Francisc ! B . K
And Loring Smiles faint‘ll;’, madame that is the end of the world
anette shrugged her shoulders and wondered if her mistre

were qui . .
ere quite sane. This hurried trip, so soon after monsieur's dealh
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futility of striving to yj, o
"
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- lIm':l'?nt i,n with her idea of the conventions.
o € ‘°°"°‘°.'v't,'§ted. her mind on the thought that she would
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t hse had o 10 regary

had tng “
800dness; by,

Poughkeepsie would g

i viginn walks g chowided city stréet She i drewed in

el faion” A appienily smpl fick of some sl
f ing material drapes itself tenderly, about her charmming hgure.
E . shoulder to ankle it hangs naturally, yet with eich movement
E nakes every line of limb, every contour of her body is revealed
“ilhouette. A slit in the skirt Teveals and ankle and several inches
f shapely limb. .
B “S)ii is a refided, intelligent woman—the wife of a prominent citi-
. “'She is als & good woinan in every senise of the word. More-
 or, she is dressed in no way different from hundreds of other
g who are to be seen on the same street at the same time.

i Vet men stare at her, and men smile at her.

{  Men even turn to look after her. L
E  And when she has passed them by men turn, each to the other,
fnd slowly close an eye.

The lady does not see

: the smiles. Nor does she sce the stares.
ciuitively, of course, she is aware of the attention she attracts, but
at does not surprise her. She expects attention. In a new gown,
 oreover, it would be tragedy if she did not attract attention. And
Jo she moves superbly on her way, supremely happy.
" Behind her are the men she. has passed. o ,
[ What shie thinks they have seen and admired is her lovely face,
BB.cr youthful figure and the exquisite fit of her new gown. What
ihey have really seen and admired is her dainty ankle, her shapely
tiether limb, and the swelling lines of thigh, hip and breast that the
new gown reveals.
{  What she_thinks they are thinking of her is: “How lovely!
iHow beautifully she is dressed!™ What they are really thinking
fis:  *‘Is she all right? She can’t be since she shows so much.”
F Thus it is that fashion works its harm. The man’s opinion of the
[woman is entirely wrong; the woman’s opinion of the man is wrong.
1t is a mistake that is bad for both.
| Thousands of instances of this kind occur in most of our large
cities from day to day. ) ’
t In the last decade we of America have witnessed many changes.
B Nearly all the things our forefathers fought and suffered for have
[ been roughly thrown aside. :
. We hive seen wealth gain an ascendancy unparalled in the
 history of the world. We have seen the dissolution of simplicity,
| economy and mi?deritiéi\. We have watched the decay of democ-
| racy. and morality. o ,
E We have seen them all on¢ by one supplanted by luxury, snob-
[ bery, greed ard licentiousness. 5 |
. And now we are witnessing the effect of it all upon our women.
- W“ile the American man has been devoting himself to the pur-
[ suit of wealth and power his wife has been devoting herself to pre-
f paring for that wealth and power. Regarding culture, refinement
 and a smart appearance as essential attributes of wealth, she has
| beeni determined to possess them. |
| Needless to say; she now has them.
| Unfortuniitely, it is to be feared, she
 than is safe for Her to have. . ,
| The life mission of the Amierican wife is, or should be, a prac-
b tical one. As the helpmate of the practical American man, there
 are certain standards from which she cannot depart without impaif-
; Ing her valué o him. t .
. Itis not sife for het to be talking in terms of Shakespeare when
. her husbahd is thinking in terms of the Stock Exchange. Nor is it
- safe ,f°"-!'_°§' to dress and act like the women of Paris, if circumstances
compel him to go on working for success in Kankakee.

has acquired more of them

': [37] .
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