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. inconvenience as they best m;l.'y, ‘but'they have not
‘made it an art Lo repel it 5 it is not worth thieir while ;
‘the science of ealefaction and ventilation is reserved
“for-the north. Itis in this way that Catholics stand

velatively to Protestants in the science of education 5.

Pr ts-are obliged to” depend : on  huwnan means’

W the re; led Lo make the most

resource to use;what they.

. their ¢ power” ‘and nothing
else ; they are the anxious cultivators of a rugged

“soil. It 1s otherwise with us; funos cecidernt mihi
in praclarie. . We have a goodly inheritance. The
Almighty Father takes care of us; He has promised
to'do so; Idia word cannot fail, acd we have conti-
nial experience of its fulfilment. ‘Ihis is apt to
mnake us, I will not say, rely too much on prayer, on

- the Divine word and blessing, for we_cannot pray too
‘mich or éxpect {00 much froin our great Lord ; but
-we sometimes forget that we. shall please MHim best,
and get most from Him, when we vse what we have
in nature (o the utinost, at the same tine timt. we
look out for what is beyond nature in the cenfidence
of Taith and hope. However, we are sometimes

tempted to let things take their course, as if they
would in one way or another turn up right at last for
certain; and so we go on. gelting into difficulties and
getting out of them, succeeding certainly on the
whole, but "with failures in detail which might be
avoided, and with much of imperfuction ar interiorily
in our appointnents and plaus, and much disappoint-
ment, discouragent, and collision of opinion in con-
_sequence.  We Jeave God (o fight our batiles, and
so He does; but lde vorrects us while He prospers
us. We cultivate the ‘innocence of the dove more
than the wisdom of the serpent ; and we exemply our
Lord"s word und ineur [1is reboke, when e declared
that ¢ the children of this world were iu their gene-
ration wiser than the children of light.” -

- Itis far from impossible, then, al first sight, that
on the subject before us. Prolestants may Lave dis-
cerned the true line of action and estimated its im-
portance aright. It is possible that they have inves-

“tigated and ascerned (he main principles, the neces-
sary conditions of education, better than some among;
durselves. It is possible at first sight, and it is pro-
pable in the particular ease, when we consider, on
the ope band, the various and opposite positions which
they occupy relatively to each other; yei, on the
ather, the uniformity of the conclusions to which they
arrive, The Protestant communions, 1 need tardly
say, are respectively at a greater and a less distance
from the Catholic Chureh, with more or with less of
Catholic docfrine and of Catholic principle in them.
Suppasing, - then, it should turn out, on a survey of
their opinions and their policy, that in proportion as
they approach, in the genius of their religion, to Ca-
tholicism, so do they become clear in their enuncia-
on of ‘a certain principle in cducation, thal very
eircumstance would be anargument, as far asit went,
for conclading that in Catholicism itself the recogni-
ion of that prineiple would, in its seats of education.
e distinct and ubsolute. Now, I conceive that this
remavk applies in the controversy 1o which [ am ad-
- dressing aysell. T must anticipate the course of lu-
ture.remarks so far as to say what you have doubl-
less, gentlemen, yourselves anticipated before I say
i, that the main principle on which I shall have to

proceed is this—that education must not be disjoined
‘from religion, or that mixed schaols, as they are
called, in which teachers und scholars are of diflerent
religious creeds, none of which, of course, enter into
the matter of instruction, are constructed vn a false
idea, Iere, then, I conceive T am right in saying
that every sect of Protestants, which lias vetained the
tdea of religious truth and th= necessity of Faith,
which has any dogma to profess and any dogma to
lose, makes that dogma the basis of its education, se-
cular as well as religious, anil is jealous of those at-
tempts to.establish schools ol a purely secular charac-
ter, which the inconvenience of religious differences
urges upon. politicians of the day. This circumstance
is of so striking a natnre as in itsell’ 10, justily me, as

I consider, in wy proposed appeal in. this controversy
to arguments and testimony shart of Catholic.

Now, gentlemen, let e be clearly understood here.

L know quite well that there are muliitudes of Pro-
testants who are advocates for mixed edication to
the fullest extent, even so far as io desire the intro-

duction of Catholics themselves into their colleges

and schools; but, then, first, they are those for the-

.most part who have no. ereed or dogma whatever to
defend, to sacrilice, to surrender, to compromise, to
hg!'d back, or 1o “wmix,” when.they call out for mixed
education. L'hdre are many Protestants of benevo-
lent tempers and business-like minds, who think that
all who are called Christians do not in fact agree to-
_gether in essentials, though they will not allow it ;
and who, in consequence, ¢all on alf partiesin educat-
inz their youth for the world.to eliminate differences,
which are certainly prejudicial, as soon.as they are
_proved to be immaterial. It is not surprising that
clear-sighted persons should fiziit against the mainte-
‘oance and iinpasition, of private judmnent in matters
_of publis concern. It is mot surprising that stales-
men, with- a thousand comtlicting elaims and. interests
to, satisfy, should fondly _aim ut a forleited privilege
of Catholic times, when they woulld have had at least,

one distraction. the Jess in:the simplicily of - national-
And-ngxt, T can coneeive the most con--

.education.
sistent men, and the most zealously altathed to-their
own system of doctrine, nevertheless. consenting “to
scheines of education from which religion isaltogether
. ar almost excluded, from. the stress of necessity, or
the recommendations of expedicnce. Necessity lias no
law, and expedience is often one form: of . necessity.
It is no. principle with sepsilie wen, of whatever cast
.-of opinion; to do always whal.is ubstractedly best.
..Where no direct duty forbids we may be obliged to
do, as being best under circumslinees, what we mur-
“rmur, and rise against, while we.do.it. We see that
.to allempt more is to;effect less.; that. ive must ac-

‘pltioree we
ar. other-

eept so much, or gin nathin
reconcile ourselves to what, w 1d
wise, if we could, Thus 4. m of ‘'mixed educa-
tion may, ina particular plice-or time, be tlie least
of erils; it may be of long.

‘gerous to meddle with; it'may be piofessédly a ‘tem-

porary ‘arrangement ; it may:be in an'improving state ;
its disidvantages may be neutralised'by’ the ‘persons:
by whom, or the provisions” ; '
ministercd. , :
Protestants then, in matter of “fact,-are found to be.
both advocates and promnoters af mixed cducation;
but this, as I thiak will appear on inquiry, only under
the'conditipns I have set down, first, where they have
no Special attachinent to the dogmas which are com-
promised in the comprebension ; and'nrxt, when they
find it impossible, much as they may desive it, to carry
out their attachment to them in praclice, without
prejudicial conséquences greater: than, those which
that comprehension involves. Men who profess a
religion, if left to themselves, make religious and
secular education one. Where, for instance, shall
we find greater diversity of opinion, greater acrunony
of mutual opposition, than between the two parties,’
High Church and Low, which mainly constitute the
listablished religion of Tornzland and frcland?  Yet
those parties, differing, as they do, from each other in
other points, are equaliy apposed to the efforts of
politicians to fuse their respective systems of educa-
tion with those either of Catholics or ol sectaries;
and it is only the strong expedience of concorl and
the will of the state which reconcile them to the
neeessity of a fusion with each other. Again, we all
know inte whal persuasions the I2nglish constituency
is divided —more, indeed, than it is easy to enumerate ;
yet, since the preat majority of that constituency,
amid ils differences, and in its several professions,
distinctly dogmatises, sshether it be Anglican, Wes-
leyan, Calvinistic, or so-zalled Evangelical (as is dis-
tinetly shown, if in no oiber way, by its violence
anainst Catlolics,) the consequente is, that, in spite
of serious political obstacles and ol the refuctance of
statesmen, it has up to.this time been resolute and
sueeessiul in preventing the wvational separation of
seenfar and religious education.  This concurrence,
then, in various slances, supposing it to exist, as 1
helieve it does, of a dogmatic faith on the one hawl,
and an abliorrence of mixed education on the other,
is a phenomenon which, though happening among
Protestants, demands the attentien of Catholics, over
and above the argumentative basis, on which, in the
instanee of each particular sect, this abhorrence
wonld be found to rest. . _
While, then, T conecive that certain Protestant
bodies may, under circumstances decide, more stc-
ressfully than Catholies, of a certain locality or
period, a point of religions plilesophy or policy, and
may so. far give us a lesson in. perspicacity or pru-
dence, without any prejudice to our claims to the es-
clusive possession of revealed truth, T say, they are
in matter of fact likely to have done so it a case like
the present, in which, amiid all the variety of persua-
~ions into which Protestantisim necessarily splits, they
agree togelher in a certain practical conglusion,
which each of them.in turn sees to be neeessary for
its pwn-partientar maintenance.  Nor is there surely
anything startling or novel insuch an admission. The
Chureh has ever appenled and deferred to testimo-
ntes and authorities external to. hersell, in those mat-
ters in which she thought they had means of forming
a judgment; aud that on. the principle, Cudgue in
sué arte credendum. She has ever used unbelievers
and pagans in evidence of her trath, as far as their
testimony went.  She avails herself of heretical
scholars, critics, and antiquarians.  She hus worded
her theological teaching in the phrasealogy of
Aristotle ; Aquila, Symmachus, "Theodotion, Origen,
Zusebins, and Apollinaris, all, more or less heterodox,
have supplied materials for primitive exegetics. St.
Cyprian, called Tertullian his master; Bossuet, in
modern times, complimented the Iabors of the Angh’-
ean. Bull; the Benedictine editors of the Fathers
are familiar with the labors of Fell, Ussher, Pearson,
and Beveridge. Pope Benedict XIV., cites, ac-
ecarding to the occasion, the works of Protestants
without; reserve; and the. late French collection of
Christian Apologists, contains the writings of Locke,
Burnet, Tillotson, and Paley. TF, then, I come for-
ward in any degree as borrowing the views of certain
Protestant schools on the poiut which is to. be dis-
cussed, I do so, not, gentlemen, as supposing that
even in phylosaphy the Catholic Chureh herself, as
represented by her theologians or her schools, has
anything to learn from men. or bodies of men,exter-
nal to her pale; but as fecling, first, that she has
ever, in the plenitude of her Divine illumination,
made use af whatever tinth or wisdom she has found
in their teaching or their measures; and next, thatin
particalar times or places, some of her children may
probably prolit from external suggestions or lessons
whiech are in no sense necessary for herself, .
And in thus speaking of human philesophy, T have-
intimated the mode in. which I propose to handle my-
subject altogether. Observe, then, gentlemen, I
have no intention of bringing'into the argiment the
mithovity of the Church-at all; but T shall consider
the quesfion siinply on the grounds of human reason,
and human wisdom.  And from this it follows that,"
viewing it as a matter of argument, judgment, pro-
priety, and expedience, 1'am not calied upon to. deny

advisable for Catholics in regard to the education, of*
their youth, and has been, in fact.adopted, which was
not abstractedly the best, andis no pallern and pre-
cedent for others. Thus, in the early ages, ‘the
Cliurch * sanctioned her' children, frequenting the
heathen schools for the acquisition of seeular accom-
plishimeénts, where, as no. one. can -doubt, evils existed,
at least-as ‘great as can attend on mixed education
now.  Thes; gravest Fathers ‘recommended for

Christian youtli:the use of Pagan masters’; ‘the miost

nding ; it may be dan='| 2 ire
nity,

"| seension,

ta’learn, on any abstract principles, however trne and

recognised by all Cathalies as such, familiar to my

‘that in particular cases a course has heen before now |

or anoiber, as regaids our liabitaal view'

‘authiority and 'thie infensity of

those who would "be Willing " to's

saintly Bishdps r;d most authoritative Doctors had -
been sent'in. their adolescence by Christian parents to
Pagan lecture halls,* And, not to take other in-
tances, at this very time, and in this very country,
egards at Jeast'the poorer classes of the commu-
whose secular acquirements-ever mist be limited,
, pproved. itsclf not only!'to. Protestant: 'state’
Lcelesiastics, -who  cannot be: sujiposed4to--be very
sensitive.:about doctrinal truth, but, as 2 wise conde-
1sion, ‘even- to " many of our most venerated
Bishaps, ta suffer, under the circumstances, a system !
of mixed education in the schools called Natjonal.
On this part of the question, however, 1 liuve riot
to enter;yy for'Y codfine miyself to thiesubjedt of "uni-
versity education., : But éven’here it would'ill have
becone me to pretend, simply on my‘own hillgment,
to decide on a point so emphatically practical as re-
gards a state of society, about which I have so much

\

important. It would have been presumptuous on me
s0.to haye acted, nor am I so acting. Itis my hap-
piness in a’ matter of Christian duty, about which the
most ‘saintly and the inost able may differ, to be
guilled simply by the decision and recommendation
of the Holy See—the judge and finisher of all con-
troversies.  That decision indeed, T repeat, shall nat
enter into my argument ; but it is my own reason for
arguing. I am trusting my own judgment on the
subject, because 1 find itis the judgment of him who
bas upon his shoulder the government and the solici-
tude of all the Churches. I appear belore you,
gentlemen, not prior to the decision of Rome on the
question of which I am to treat, but after it. My
sule aspiration—and I cannot have a higher under the
heavens—is to be the servant of the Vicar of Christ.
[Le s sanctioned at (his time a particular measure ;
for his children who sprak the English tongue, and,
the distinguished persons by whom it is to be carvied
out-have honored me with a share in theiv work, I:
taker things as I find them ; I know notbing of the!
past; I find myselt here ; 1 sel myself to the duties!
Ufind here 1 set myself to further, by every means!
in my power, doctrines ard views, true in themselves,

own mind 5 and to do this quite apart from the con-
sideration of questions which have been determined
without me and before me. I aw here as the advo-
cate and the minister of a certain great principle ;'
yet not imerely advocate and minister, else had I not
been here at all. It bas been my previous keen
sense and Learty reception of that principle that has
been at once the cause, as 1 must suppose, of wy
selection, and the ground of my acquescence. 1 am
teld on authority that.a principle is necessary, whick
[ have ever felt to be true.  As the royal matron in
sacred history consigued the child she had made her!
own.to the charge of its natural. mother; so truths|
and duties which come of uuzided reason, not of
grace, which were already ictimately mine by the
workings of my own mind, and the philosophy of
human sclools, are now committed fo my cure, to
nurse and to eherish.by her and for her who, acting
on the prerogative of her Divinely inspired disceru-
ment, has in this instance honored with « royal adop-
tion the suggestion of reason.

Happy mother, who received her offspring back by
giving him up, and gained, at another’s word, what |
her own most jealovs artifices lad failed {o secure at
home ! Gentlemen, I have not yet ended the expla-
nations with which I st introduce myself 10 your
natice. If T have been expressing a sutisfaction that
opinions early imbibed and long cherished in my own
mind, now come to me with the Chureh’s scal upon
them, do not fancy that T am indulging a subtle kind |
of private judgment, especially unbecoming in a
Catholic. It would, T think, be unjnst to me, were
any one o gaiher, from what I have buien saying,|
that T had so established myself in my own ideas and |
in my old notions, as a centre of thouglt, that, in-
stead of coming to the Church to be taught, I was
but availing mysell of such opjortunities as she gave
e to foree principles on your sttention. which T had
adopted without her. = It would, indeed, be a most
unworthy frame of mind, te view her sanction, how-
ever it could be got, asa sort of leave or permit,
wheraby the intellect obtains an outlet, which it is
ever coveting, torange frecly once in.a way, and to
enjoy itself in. a welcome, because a rare holiday.
Not so ; human wisdom, at the very best, even in
matters of religious policy, is piineipally but a
Zn?mnge, certainly no essenfial service to Divine
Truth.  Nor is the Clarch some stern mistress,
practised only in refusal and prohibition, to be obeyed
grudgingly and dexterously overréached ; but a kind
and watchful teacher and guide, encouraging "us for-
ward in the path of truth amid the perils which beset
it.  Deeply do I fee!, ever will I ‘protest, for I can
appeal Lo the ample testimony of ‘history to ‘bear me
out, that, in questions of right and wrong, there is
nothing really strong in the whole world, nothing
decisive and operative, but the voice of im, Lo whom
have been committed the keys of the kingdom and
the oversight of Christ’s flack. That voice is now,
as ever it has been, a real authority, infafiible wlhen
it teaches, prosperous when' it commands, evertakine
the lead wisely and distinetly in"its’ own province,
adding ecrtainty’to what is probable, and persuasion
towhatis eertain. Before it speaks, the inost'saintly
may mistake 3 “the tnost’ il

_. ; and after it kias spoken, the most gifted |,
tnust abey. -

1 have said this in' explination bit it has an ap-
plication if you will let ine to'say, Tar b;pyohd"rhy'sélf.
' 'd: y < N

DPerbaps we have all need to'be remindéd, in one way |-

Aasregards our habi(ual, of "things, il
not our formal “convictions,’ of "the . 'giealness of
P ORI IR T
and the'infensily. of poiver, whicli accom-
pany the decisions of the 'Holy Sce.’ Jscan faney,
. ATt ST S o R T I R AR IR
gentlemen, anmong ‘those ‘who' lipar me tliere’ may be

it the” pincfles

"% Vide, LA ALBC ATk denit Work,

“men’ who'live. out of the ‘world
“th "'ld_ll)ﬂicglty of keeping Cathgl
. ‘i Co

“possibly be conducted, here and riow,

! sacrifice, in how many

‘go 1o 'war with:Pefer, material’ oraly’ eivihised
‘savage, dnid ‘got ‘the better? Wiier 'did the _W.!"’.l."
world ever band ‘togéther ‘agdinst Gim " solitary, and

of education which I am to advocate of a] f ]
whatever, except that of being impracticable, Ia“t
fancy them to grant to me, that those prim:iple_r,c;m
most correct and most obvious, simply irresisliblearev
Jpaper, yet, after all, nothing more than the dreams z?
s and who 'do'notsee
‘ i icism anyhow sflgq:
p -basom ! of ﬂxis._wcmdi:rl'ul"-m‘netez"riu:5 22::; o
Proved, indeed, those principles are to demonsir ‘_ry.
but they will not work.  Nay, it was my ow: m}"
mission just .now, ihat, in a particular inslnnccm'-
might casily lappen that what is anly second begt s
best practically, because what is actually hest isso '
pf the question. This T hear you say to yoursely fn
ia the state of things at present. You recount'}z’
great and smy))

detail the numberless impediments,
threating and vexatious, which at every step embay.
rass the attempt to carry out ever so poorly a ,.;r-
ciple in itself so true and Ecclesiastical. You:a'p':.}i
in your defence to wise and sagacions in!ellectspal:,
ave far [rom enemies, if not 1o Catholicism at’]eat
to the Irish Hierarchy, and you simply (]c’:i-,ﬂir ;

rather yau ‘absolutely disbelieve, 1hat 'educn;ion ::a;
on a thealge;
cal principle, or that youths of diferent l:ﬁ?l?;'s
can, in matter of fact, be educated apart from %'\cb
other, The mare you think over the stae of p‘ali-
ties, the position of partics, the feelings of classe

and 1!1!: experience af the past, the more chimn.ric:‘z
does it seem to you to uim at anything bey
versity of miged insteurtion, X
attempt could aceidentally suece
mischief exceed the bene

ond a upi-
Nay, even if the
) : ed, would not tle
tits of it7 How great (he
ways, by which it would be
preceded and followed 1—liow many waunds oper;
and secret, would it inflict upon the hody piﬂiﬁﬂ
A.nd. .if it fails, which is 10 be expected, then a donble
pnscluef_will ensue {rom 1= reenanition of evils whic'z-J
1t.h_ns Mailed to remedy. . These are your deep mis-
givings; and, in prapuartion to (he force with which
they come to you, is the concern and anxiely which
they occasion you, that there should be those whor
you lave, whom you revera, who from anc causc or
other refuse to enter into them.

T'his, I repeat, is what smne Catholics wilt say to
e, aml more than this. They will express them-
selves better than T ean speak Tor tiem— with more
nature and point, with mare force of argument ag
fulniss of detail, and T will frankly and at onee
acknowledge, centlemen. that T do not mean here 10
give a direet anwiwer to their objections, T do pot
say an answer cannol be given ; on the contrary, I
may have a confident expectation that, in proportics
as those objections are lonked in the face, they will
fade away. But, however (his may be, it would not
become me to argue the matier with those who un-
derstand the circnmstances of the problem so much
better than myself.  What do T know of the slate of
things in Treland that T should preseme (o put ideas of
mine—which eould not be right exeept by aceident
—by the side of theirs, who speak in the country of
their birtht and their home 7 No, gentlemen, vouare
the natural Judges of the diffienltics which beset us,
and they are doubtless greater than T can ever fancy
or forbode. Let me. for the sake of argument, ad-
mit all you say against our enterprise, and a great
deal more.  Your proof of its intrinsic impossibility
shall be to me as demonstrative as my awn of its
theological correctness.  \Vlhy, then, should T be so
rash and perverse as to involve mysell in trouble not
properly mine? Why wo oat of my own place?
How is it that I do nat know when I am well off t
Why so headstrong and reckless as to lay up for
myself miscarriage and- disappointment, as though I

t had not enough of my own?

Considerations, such as these, would have been
simply decisive in time past for the boldest and most
able among us; now, hewever, T have one resting
point—just one—ocne plea which serves me in the
stead of all direct argnmient whatever, which hardens
me aghinst censure, which encourages me against fear,
and lo which I shall ever come round, when I hear
the question of the ‘practicable and the expedient
brought into discussion.  After all, Peter has spoken.
Peter is no recluse,no abstracted s(udent, no dreamer
about the past, no doter npon the dead and gone, ne
projector of the visionary. DPeter for 1800 years
has lived in the world ; he has seen all fortunes, he
has endountered all adversiries, he has shaped him-
self for all emergencies. If there ever was a power
on earth who had an eye for the times, who has con-
fined himsell to the practicable, and has been happy
in his anticipations, whose words have been deeds,
and whose command prophecies—such is he in the
history of ages who sits on from generation to gene-
ration in the Chair of the Apostles, as the Vicar of
Clrist and Doctor of His Charh.

Notions, then, taught me long ago by others, long
cherished” in my oivn mind, these are not my confi-
dence. Their truth does not make them feasible, nor
their reasanableness persuasive.  Rather, 1 would
meel the objector by an argument of his own sorts
If you tell me this work will fail, I'will make answer
—the worker ‘is apt to succecd, ‘and I trust in my
knowledge of the past mare than in your prediction
of "the  future. It was said by an old philosopher,
who déclined to réply to an emperor’s arguments—
“Tt'is'not safe eonfroverting with the master of
twenty legions.” ~What Augustine had ini‘the mate-
rial oriler, that, and''much more, has Peter inthe
spiritual. ~ Pefer lias ‘spoken by Pius, and when was
Peter ever unequal to the oceasion? When has be
not risen with the ctisis? What dangers ‘have ever
daunted:liim %~ What sophistry foiled him? What
uncertainties misled Him.? When did ever any power
o 1o 'war wilth Pele ‘or moral, ¢ivilised or

not find lim too"wany for them? - .
“These dre" ot the words of ‘rlictdric,” gentlermen,
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but of history, AN who'fake’ part'with Pefer are




