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yOROIBLE AND imOQUENT LECTURE BY RIGHT

- REVEBEND 3. I2NCASTEMt SPÀIDNG

The ProtEstant Decline rOmarkable eVry-
where, but mOit of al in'Â ierica

(concluded front ur1lut.

Jkore;remarkable far, and more, worthy Of atten-
tionr inthe history Of Méthodlism in the United
States, a sect whlch a bundred ykar ago waàîhadly
known, but whose rapid progresa bas pliced it
at the head' of the Protestant Churchea of this
country. .

MrontaOX5M
originated In a sentiment; enunciated in itsparly
stages no nèw doctrine, developed no distinctive
theory of bellef. Ail that Wesley asked"of those
who wished to 'be admitted t0bis.sãoTety a ".a
desire Io fiee the wrath to cornean de saved from
ain." The awakening of his own religionise fiment
Lad been occasioned by readlrg tho works of Thomas-
a Rempià and Taylor, and the opportunity for the
revival which ho started was found in the abandon-
ment and spiritual death of the masses of the people
ln Englaind, where to the religious;frenzy and fana.
ticism of the Great Rebellion had succeeded an ai-
most incredible apathy and unbellef upon which
the clergy of the established Church looked with
solid indifference. But in the heart of Wesley the
sight of this misery stirred up the fir e oftan au-
qtenchable seal. A change in his view was brought
'about by a acquaintance with the Herrnhutters. To
themi he was indebted for the doctrine of justifica.
tion by faith ,manifested in sudden and convulsive
conversion. "God gives us," he said, "ina moment
anch a faith in the blood of Ris Son as translates us
out of darkness into light out of sin and fear.into
holiness and happiness." It was on the 29th of May,
1739, in Alderegate street London, at aquarter befre
nine o'clock, that this assurance of divine election
ws given to John Wesley, not without violent in-
terna! commotions and upheavIngs of his whdle
being. More than any other, this doctrine of con.
version bas determined the history of Methodism,
as it is this tea:ihing of Wesley which his followers
have above all seized, and which they have ever
been esger to bole forth as the essential part of bis
legacy tothem . As this la the one thiug necess-
ary, the whole aim of preachings is to develop the
outward miraculous aigus of the divine election,
and it therofore became sensational, startling, soul.
harrowing. The, result was often marvellous. To
the wild and frantic appeals 'of the preacher, the
people at times-responded with shrieklng, and roar.
ing, and gasping, as though they were half strangl-
ed. Soute grew red or black in the face, and fel
edow asm afitw rdead. Wholecongregationsvere

seized with uncontrollable jerkingedcoutortions.
.u the exaltation of spiritual extásy they shoutedi
jumped, clapped their bands, saw visions. Heard
the songsafangels. Nothing was extravagant, all
thinu3awera possible. Those who were seized with
these attacks believed them to proceed from the di.
vine influence. They weie certain; and their Sp.
pearance and enthaaiam created like states of feel,
ing il others, and the faith spread.

God had visited his people. There was a new
outpouring of the Spirit. The regenerate were
wore made perfect,- ail Impulse to sin, aven invol-
untary, perisbed within them. If there was contag-1
ion in this exaltation, there was aiso danger. Mortal
man believes himself an angel at his peril. When1
Le takes wings it it probable he will trail them in
th'emire.

Antinomian views readily insinuated themselves
inte the minds of the regenerate and presanctifi-
ed. Their election was such; for them there was
no Iaw. Fletcher,a disciple of Wesley and friendly
to the cause of Methodism, says in his." Checks to
Antinomianiam;. " 'Antinomian principles have
spread like wild fire among our societlos. Many
persos speaking in the most glorious manner of
Christ, sand of heirinterest in Ris complete salvation
Lave been found living in the grossest immoralities.
How few of our societies, whero cheating, extorting
or soma other evil bath not broke out, and given
auch shakes to the Ark of the Gospel, that, had not1
the Lord interposed, it must have been overset." He
cites tie words of ill, a Methodist, who taugbt
Ithat evn adultery and murder do not hurt the
pleaat children, but rather work for thefr good :g
God eesno siunubelievers, whatever sin they may
comnio. in

lm Scotland and Ireland Methodism made buti
ittle headway ; in England its sucsesS was greater,1
andin the Unied Etatesa fieltd wasopened in which
it has won its most brilliantvictories.

Its history in this cnuatry began with the little
congregation of English emigrants who metlin 1766
iu Phili Embury's carpenter shop on Barrack St.
New York Ten years later Wesley counted seven
thousaud followers in the United States,and In 1784
the Methodist Episcopal Church was formally de-
clared to exist by the sixty preachers who had met
in conference at.Baltimore.

OÀUsEO F >Ts RAPID GROWTH.
The growth of the new sect bas been rapid. Its

churches have multiplied at the rate of two a day,
and are at preser.t estimted at 25,000, with a cor-
responding number of preachers. The property of
the organi7atiou is valued at $80,000,000, and the
number of communicants in 1872 was 2 047-,876.
Methodism here, as In England, first found accept.
ance among the poor and Ignorant. Its worshipf

*was peterrmed in barns, in back streets, lu opent
fieldsuand Iu the primeval forest. Its preachers,1
many of whom were lamemn, were in general as rude
and unletteredi s the crowds te whom they spoke.
In the audience and in the speaker thora was the
fittest preparation fer tbe wild sud startling oratery
by which the vulgar mind is upllited sud tossed
like a shlp in a stormy sea.- How susceptible toa
such influences the masses et the people lu this
country were, had beau shown lu the first Great
Amaican Revrival etf 1740, lu which the English
Methodist Wbitefield teok se prominent a part.
Thouh a clergyman cf the Church cf England, aI-

ouy inoketi pon with suspicious jealousy, especial-
wy iNew Englandi, his preaching was listenedi to

'ih nbounded enthusism by the descendants oft
*the cod anti unemetionalPulritansl.

Whenever Le wenit te Boston the churches wcre
*toc smtall to holdt-the people who followed hlm, at-

oetimte as many as twenty thcusand, te the Com-.
mon, and stood for heurs in s drizzly rain, mopt of

thenm weeping. -He passed trom Georgia to New
Hamnpshire, preaching always ta large browds, sud
with visible effect. His hearers were gathered from
ail the contending sects et Protestantismt, whichb
was the beast evidence of the.roligious restlessneess
and dissatisfaction thon er'isting. In vîiltion cf
their fondamental principle, all the sects þad dog-
matiz<d;anud with a fanaticismn as intense as it wa
narrow, hadi built up doctrinal walls' cf separation,
which they sought to defend with desperate courage.
As a result, their prevailing spirit was eour, cout
tentious and unlovely. 7 From the arld and bitter(
fields of controversy, the people Tushed like thlIrat-
ing 'flocks to fresh water, to this new. preaching,1
whLçh. spoke to the beart and the imagination.j
''here.la exhaustless. force in appealseto4heýipul'¶

i i ùo consclousness.oft God's ,justice and.mercy ;i
and the"ùaving for Immortal 1Ire will always bring
b eaersto bim.who doubts net his power to point
tewaytoheaven m h t is I

Iiiu their maer m~e ndennet questint el-
tenifyerities.. Whey foui ft t iuauliâh &ad 1
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pitiful to quibble about God, the seul, sin,qeeath,
and judgment, and whenever, these divine truth.
cese to-impress the-mass of- mànkind as the most
solemn and awful realities of which It la possible
for rnt tbik, human reaaon1wil-haye snk-to the
lévé-oifbrntisWlÏiaýnàt ;Thê'- po'w etÈ- thdearly.
Methodist preaching lay chiefiy lu ts appeal to ti 0
sentiments which are-& part.of our religlousnature.
Take away the extravagance, the shouting and
hysterical convulsions bélieved to be the workings
Of God's spirit, and the sermons were but repetitions
of truths whichhave been announced ln the Churc h
from the beginuin. The necessity of salvation,
the moits of the passion and death of our
Lord, the need of repentance, the evil of sin, the
efficacy of prayer, the sweet joy of a holy Ilie,
God'a justice and mercy, are not subjects which
Methodism or any other form of Protestantism bas
introduced lnto the Christian pulpit. The success
of Wresleyanism was no doubt due in part te the
strong relief In which it placed tifhs that had
been lost sight of in the midst of theological
wranglings.

FED BY aELEGloUs IGNORACE.,

The relicelous ignorance of the poorer classes was
also favorable te its progress. Rere, as éverywhere,

·tey were neglected by the dominant Protestant
sects, that their Christianity had become a mere
tradition-a hal political and half religlous bias.
.They were not sceptical, for they did net think
enough on relgious subjects to doubt; but ouly a
trumpet's sound coula rouse them from the deep
apathy and indifference into which they had sunk.
Nevertheless, they were not irreliglous. Scattered
over the plains, dwelling in the midst of illimit-
able forests, surrounded by -anger, exposed te hard-
sbip, they lived separated from human society, in
daily and necessary communion with nature.
Though strong.ofeliart, a sense of their helplessuess
and dependence was forced on them. In the midt
of the blind and pitiless work ngs of irresistible and
al[.crushing natural forces, man i like a feeble
child wilbout human companionship. He feels
that God alone can redeem him fram the Iron grip
of.Fonscless destiny. In the presence et afoe that
is superhuman, he appealato a power who la super-
natural. le is credulous, superstiiJous even; and
rude like the nature which surrounds him, la slow
to find anything extravagant or abstrd. To popu-
lations of this kind, the early Methodist preachers
appealed with startling effect and a zeal, made con.
tideet by succese. They traversed mountains and
valleyp, swam rivers and waded through miammatic
swarnps, to carry the light of Wesley's Gospel to
those who were aitting in the shadow of death.
They taught no creed, and despised learning, which
they easily might do, for.hardly ne of them had
received a college education, God had called them,
and had sent then te preach, as lo had called St.
Pul. They ad lthe testimony of His spirit in
their hearts, dreamt dreams, saw visions, and heard
God's voice. Their preaching was wild and ln.
coherent. Suddenly the spirit moved them ; they
shoutcd and yelled, rubbed their hands, and ijmped
about in a manner which, to the dispasionate
spectator, could not but seem imost ludicrous, but
which exercised over their hearers a magnetic in-
fluence, so that they too were seized by thie spirit
and abouted and were lifted up to glory. laIthis
lay the power of Methodismi, as this in the eyes of
the believes was the all.sufficient proof of its truth.
Arguments were superfluous ; they had the testi-
mony of God's approval in their hearts, and if any
doubted they hat but te look to see thie mraculous
workings of the divine Spirit. Tbat some were by-
poctites, the must ardfent defenders of Wesley'a
doctrine will admit; ihat manywere sincere no im-
partial inquirer cau doubt. In honestfanaticim
thero le a jearful power. It creantes those exalted
mood in which the passions of the soul become
contaglous and are caugnt by multitudes and na.
tions. Sound and fury are empty and impotent
unless they proceed from the deeply feeling beait
within. The earlv Methodists believed that they
were Inspired and they inspired others. luIthis
mocd it is easy to understand that their religious
exa'.tation was heightened by the contempt in
which the ot..er Protestant sects held them.

" In touting out a nest of consecrated cobblers,"
satd the Rev. Sidney Smith, writing in 1809; and
in I bringing to light such a periions heap of trash
as wu were obliged to work through, in our articles
upon the Methodists aud Missiotaries, we are
generally conceived to have rendered a useful ser-
vice to the cause of rational religion ;" and he pro-
tests his firm resolve to do al[ in his power to
save "sober Chîistianity" from being eaten up
" by the nasty and numerousvermin of Methodism,"
In hi ;eyes the Methodists were "canting hypocrits
and raving enthusiasts-despical le from their mad-
ness " " Give us back our wolves again-restore
our Danish invaders-curse us with any evil but
the evil of a canting, deladed and Methodistical
populace. Wherever Methodism extends its bane-
ful iniluence, the character of the English people
la constantly changed by it. Boldness and rough
honesty ara broken down into meauness prevarica.
tion and frand."• Language ljke this only inflamed
the zeal and intensified the characteristic peculi.
arities of the Wesleyans . The fneer of the world-
ling, the scorn of the wall-fed and comfortable, the
contempt of the polite and learned, served but to
give themn a stronger conviction that theirs was the
spirit of Him who was born in a manger, who
wrought In the sbop of a mechanic, whose frinds
were the poor, and who sent to preach the Gospel
rude and ignorant fishermen. The Methodistic
doctrine ofsudden conversion aud sanctificationpad
necessadlly a tendency te make those who accepted
it a peculiar people, and the ridicule which was
founded upon their preaching and worship wideued
the chasn between them and world. In their opI-
nion the wheat a separated from the cockle, the
godily tram the ungodly, lu this world, aveu now.:
How powerful this impression was may be seen at
s glance by whosoever will take the trouble to run
throcugh tha pages cf any Methodist uewspaper orm
magszine publishetil ithe early part of titis coun-
try. They were the pleasant .childiren, the friande
of the Redeemer, a godly race, with the seal anti
sigu of electien upon their -seuls. A epecial sud
miiaculous Providence attendied themt. Thunder-
storma,.suddien deaths anti all manner of divine
visitationis sud judgments waited upon their prea.,
cherS to'confirm their teachings or te strike terrer
into lte h<arts et the unbelievers. Their self cou-
sucousnesesuad sectarian zest increased with the
gense of isolatIon. They grew intensely clannish ;
were guidedi by religleus feeling intheir commierci-
ai dealingasuad political sympathies anti used all
manner et worldly influenceitopromolte the literestsa
of the sects, lu accounting fer the sucqess of Ma-
thodiasm in the United.States it l ii pontant not toa
loose sight et the sensationalism wlhich la inherent
le.Amnican character.. 0ur love cf novelty, desire
of change, eager search after new axperiences, readi-
neas te put faith lu quackery and pateut miedicines
bellot lu spirit-rapping, rentier American society a
most .preper soil for the sprouting sud growth cf
religious sects;-and we 'can Imagine noua more
lo this phase et popular character than Methodiam;
which Jaye-but! 1ittle stress:upon dogma and.obedi-
once, sud holds, inwar4 impulsa te be the veice of
Goöd anti the safest line of conduct. .PurQ stabjectiv-
lin religion is evil, ut wisen-states et doul are
believei to be t he resuits of immediate and 'apecial
divine Influence, the victima of suh delusion failla
prey te the wildest and, niost extravagan t fanatir-
ism. The. miraculous becomes - fer tham God's
,ordinary Providence, the the laws of nature are sus-
pe deiiad they.lve n wondraÙd çh, to thie

Evïlgar nind, le fll8e,at Mautmmnt. ,

Àduitn .4w, i8iQ9, ara IIcuuudiia

This peculiar .mental state wht& Meltism
creates fit It aboya ail othersets for religiaus re.
Vivallam. Tie decay and lndtffrence that are con.
stantly weakeniug the life ci0;Fretantism are ai-
tAnidt by periodical spammobdieo reactieiia, calleti
revivals, awakeninga, ontpouings ofhit0 Spirit, and
te these chiefly the sects o whatfittful and fev,
eriah activity they are ablei tomaintai. In agita-
tions of ithis kind Methodisen:first made its power
fit; and this agency Las beau employed with great
success by the disciples of Wesley.: It was already
a great gain for them that «tle prisciple of revival.
iam was accepted by the other secte; for was not
this acceptance au implied admission of the Meth-
odist doctrine of conversion?

l the great awakening of 1740 Methodistic
phenomena broke forthin all the varions Protest-
ant Churches. The movementmay be said to have
originated in the preaching-"of the Calvinistic Ed-
ward; and while it lsted dogmatic differences
seemed to be forgotten. The preachers of the
diffirent denominations very generally agreedin
considering it a miraculous visitation; which in
their sermons and writings. they designated as
" the great work of God," ' the glorious work of
God's grace," "the day of Godi's power," "lthe great
outpouring of the tipirit," "the dread majesty ot
God filling heaven and earth."

Protesta there undoubtedly were against this in-
terpretation of the phenomena, as, for instance, ln
the Presbyterian churcb, In which this awakening
produced the schism of the Old Lights and the
Ae, Lights, the former opposing, the latter sp.
provint the novel spiritualistic manifestations.
The general current, however, of thought and feel.
ing ln ail the sects flowed with the movement,
carryiug what is known as Evangolical Christianity
into the unquiet and vexed sea of revivalism.

This was a critical epoch in the history of Ameri-
can Protestantism. The orthodox became revival-
ilts ; the Liberals committed themselvesm ore open-
ly t the rationalistic interpretation of the Scrip.
tures. Among the.Evangelicals aseeming hoso-
geneity of sentiment, if not of bellef, came into ex-
istence, founded upon the theory that religion issau
emotionai experience, not a dogmatic teaching.
The positive basis of the Christian religion was
thus undermined by both parties. The Liberals,
upon intellectuai grounds, strove more and more to
eliminate the truths of revelation, and the senti-
mentalism of the ortbodox logirally drove themt to
take up a like position. Both placed the subjec-
tive abova the objective. What, however, I am
now insisting on is the acceptance of the prin-
ciple of revivalism by the evangelical sects of the
United States, for te this fact more than te any.
thing else the Methodist ascendency In this coun-
try is attributable. Other Influences too have their'
effect, as, for instance, the conduct of the Method-
ists dunng the pro and anti- slavery agitations
which found their settlements through the civil
war. In the North, the followers of Wesley were
the bitterest opponents .of slavery, and In the
South, its warmest advocates. Se intene was the
feeling that it led to a schism whlch, instead of
weakening, strengthened the cause of Methodism
by winning to it the svmpathy of the fanatical
political factions of the North as well as the South.
Among the negroes, alao, it met with great favor.
The wild and starting appeals of the preachers im-
prassed their rude imaginations, and la the excite-
ment of revivals and camp meetings they found op-
portunities for indulging in those passionate sensa-
tions, half religious and half animal, which are so
congenial to theli nature. As the chief requisite
lu a preacher was the ability to shout, there was
little difficulty in obtaining a negro ministry, to
the efficacy of whose labors rudenessuand ignorance
were not obstacles. Much. to, must be attributed
te the fact that Methodiam was a new fanaticism,
full of the Ienthusiasanpd meshness tlsat. belong te
a Young life and faith. But after ail bas bacn salid,
its success is noteworthy only when compared
with the failure of lther sects. In 1875, there
were two million eight hundred and seventy.five
thousand Methodists in che Unitel States, divid-
ed into sote cloen or twelve different bodies.
The communicants of ail the Protestant chnrch-
es amounted to something over savon mil-
lions. About one.third, thereforo, are Methodists,
This prepondence is beyond doubt an Injury to the
cause of Protestantism and one of the c ements
most active in helping on its dissoluton. It lias
turned public thought from doctrinal to sensationa]l
religion, and bas ignored the reasonableness of
faith. When the churches acknowledge their dog-
mas and creeds to be douhtful or unimportant, this
confession of impotence necessarily produces indif-
ference intheir adherents. Beliti must bein some-
thing definite and it must he all-important, Me-
thodism, by reducing religion ta an exporience, a
sensaticn, muet end in indiflerence and scepticism.
Fervor of feeling is not at our command, nor, when
possessets, i ncasily retained. The early oeaof
the Weleyaus lias aleady ceoloti. They ne lugen
shoot, tail into ecstasy, sec visions as in the good
old days that are gone. It is not suilicient now that
a preacher ahouTd bin î ctl df heaven; p muI
hc educateti. The simpicity cftirae su d peculleir
matiners which the Methodists once affected, and
wl.iuid greatly helpetotapreattheir opinions, are
tcrgoetten, tl religion of cobblers, blacksmitia d
backswoods faimers la clothed lu broadclotb. Me
thodisa is respectable, and henceforth harmlese.

To the auti-dogmatic theory o religion, I atri-
bute the almost universal acquiescence of the Pro-
testants of this country lu the common seuoot sys-
tem of education. Since religion is an experlence,
they argue, it cannoht b learned; snce it Inde-
pendent of dogmas, il canuot hoe tangbl. The
schoola nd the churcb, education and religion have
nothing in common. This le athe most fatal bln-
der that Amedîcan Protestants could have made.
In the atmoaphere of the common scoeols thir
faiths muai surely dia, lasalready dying.

raosrEcTs or i'SovSTANTX IN ASalcA.

Il uold be tedious ta pass in review the Innu-
mirable macts which, in thtis country', ane struggling
te maintain a feebhle existence ; and wa make noe
ap'ology for declining the tas smce its perform-
ance wouldi La as useless as uninteresting. Rather,
frein a hîiher plane, lot us tike a general survey oft
the actual state of Protestant seotarlanis.h d a
population of over forty millions, alter s hundred
years of perfect treedomt, saome hundred seuls or
mare holdi, with what pawer et grasp they may',
seven millions ef members. It we reckon the Ca-
tholice at seven mIllions, btera remai n · sme

btiaty lmillions whoe are nitber Protetant or
cahol, btsimply •nifrn te ai em

et religion.t Ne weor il woultis eaem
cohich ot itselfproves bte hopeleas failure cf Pro-.
btestantîs lui tise Unitedi States. And yet titis ls

bu s artial vlew et the religions condtiin cf bte
country. Chancit membership itself Las ls mean-
ing. People join te chancit as lthey' seek admis-
sion te a club1 fer social . or athetic resons
Thtey like te preacher, or te singers, or tae r-
abhppers *Congregations Lire their miniaters net
fon their ortbodiorfaith, but fon their. power te inu-
terest or entertain thtem. •The preschter's social
gifts bave a financl ivalue. 2What ability thierel;s.
lu the ministry le found almost exclusiavelyin the

'lag' cities. The sme'law that drivée the fattest
beeves to the New York market, places the most gtift-
cd speakers la ithe metiropolitan-pulit. There the
hightest prices are"pad.- The churches grow more
and more "anistocrati 'and eîclusIve ;- while God a

Ipoor are lft toe Gcd's-care. .'No great mlndsdefends
Evangelais t day , fact, vwhtfeeble ad-!
vasay os gicont o Protestantisns l tRene l t'

seadovwîtzt or a ruli8ion, but a4 a tenciency, -

&y, ", helps to protect us from some other. sct;?-
Our security la perfect. Whatever .la afirm-
ed hre l nthe name of the Bible fs'denied on
the, opposite corner upon the -,same. autbority.
E e ernal yes la neutralizedi by. an ever.
atin' and the sum.total la Indifferenceio

'relIgIon- antim'ero aníallsm. The- detfndetis of

. çoNi M.D CON JIGiTLE FLAGE.

It iavalued as.an auxiliary of scepticism and free
thought. The preachers themselves take a hesitat-
ingand apojogetic toue when.speaking .où religi-
ouis u ects., They ar no longer a borbed¯by the
coni ctn that bithearer and ate Lbtle et od.
Tise Proheal ef Luthser, and Cilvin, an ntioue,
whichi eemed to bave aimost a divine earnestness
and efficacy, Las died away tate a feeble cho.
Protestants vould no longer protest did not the
Catholic Chunrch protest against them. The popu-
lar sermon la rationalistic, sentimental, fantastic,
humanîtarian, literary, anything rather than religi-
ous. Read the titles of these discourses in the
newspaper advertisements. Tey are frivolousc,
odd, unworthy, whimalcal, startling, as thoiugh they'
were the product of the goulus whichb as invented
the showman's handbill and theatrical poster. The
revival, throngh wbich chiefly protestantism strives
to win adherents is growing day by day less effec-
tive; and its success acnse te be greatest when in
the hand of laymen. This fa a significant fact,
thoughit la by no means thea oui evidence of tI
declining infl.uence of the Protestant clergy. As
sectarianismu rjects the sacerdotal character, lits
ministers are only laymen. The sacrednes of the
office is lost sight of, and the man is valued merly
for his gifts. This raises the individual above tte
church, and it need not surprise us that Protest-
antisum should lack the power t deposo a preacher
who is eloquent or censure a member vhoi larich.
If the church excommsunicatea Mr. Beecher or Dr.
Swing, Mr. Beecher and Dr. Swing will excom-
mun:cate tLe church. The worldwill applaud and
their-fvllowers wil worshfp them as heroes. Tho
Protestant tbeory aupracticetof church commun-
ion tas destroyed thec Christian family, without
whose sacred Inftience therea is no hoe of btter
things. flas the Christian famly any existence
among the Protestants of this country? Tite father
is a Christian, or lie mother is a Christian, but the
fanily as such, like the State, la godless, knovs no
religion. This la the inevitable result of the
Protestant discipline of communion with the
church and the letlbodist doctrine of conversion.
The father, who l a heathen, le not te blamea; aven
bis believing wifte must fel thie; for te hias not
been çonvic-ted of sin, tas not been seized upon by
the dine Spirit. It la nol his fauit that he la not
a Christian. The children ise similar arguments
and the Christian fantily becoines iinposiíble.
Indifference follows, and all distinction between
Christian and heathen, believer and unbeliever. Is
loat. What man belives, they tell us, li of minor
importance; his faith cannot e wrongif his lite us
wortby. This bald transparent platitude finds ac-
ceptance like a current coin, and the souls of men
fall into lethargic somnolence beneth the eye of
the living God. in the meanwhile the moral toue
of the whole cotintry snks. Inmpurity and dis-
banesty infect the social body. Thie nch are ava-
ricious, the poor are ttisha, and bath are sceptical
and artily minded. Mun despair offinlinga 1)-
vine being ora great cause. They catan drink,
and are not tilled ; their beart is bungry, tLe soul
incrusted with ratter.

TiHF SYTEM F1NDs NO PLAcE FaOR WoMAN'S WORK.
Another cause of the failure and decline of Protes-

tantism is tobe found iu its fallure to recognize
tIe religous valie sad mission of vouan. ler
nattre is ,iore rnverent, her love deepe and more
constant, ter power of self-devotion sud self-immno-
lation greater than man's. She cannot enter the
priesthood. Public speech makes ber coarse and
commson, and therefore degrades lier. Yt is site
most religlous, and ther la, in her the factulty, il
rightly developed, te mtake lierself the very em O-
diment ofGod's mserciful ani ministering love to the
poor, the orphan, the sick and suffering chilirets of
men, wion Jesus loved ; and ta thousands thore is
no higher evidence of tie divinity that is in reli-
gion than these works of Christian charity. What
hsie Protestiantismt to say ta the bigh.soultd young
woman who comes and asks ta consecrate the love
or a virgin heart ta thosu who have mono to console
them It tells her to get married and distribute
tracts or become a Metlidist class-leader. Hence
the poor in hospitals and asyltume find no ieek-
faced Sister to speak te thom of the love andinereu
of their Father in heven : but oniy ithe ieartleass
ministration of a hited service. Litrlo wonder la
there that they hould fal tfrom away Christ and
lis religion. The Protestant horror of celibatny
ias had other conseqnences net less fatal than the
rejection of woian. It has led t a married priest-
hood, which Is necesarily both weak and
expensive. Wlen vealthy, it le aristo-
cratic, and as neitlier thIe disptositionI Ior the pwir
to contral the masses; and in poverty, it growsdis-
pondent and cringes. It lacks the courage of its
convictions without whichs no public tîeaching can
hbe eficacious. Nor must it b forgotten that th
charm ani power of preaching, which id tie vital
act lu Protestant worship, ara constantly dliminish-
ing in presence of ite growig infitience of thei
press. People who go to church merely or chiefly
to hear th sermoni, will easil plersuade themselves
that they May just as weil stay at hoe and rea
it next mtorninsg in the newspapers. The attempt
to make the Protestant service attractive by having
recourse ta art Must necessarily fail. The alliance
of art with religion was fiercely denounced by the
early reformera, and the beautiful and poeticsymbol-
ism of the Cturchs was rudely and ignoristly re-
jected. The mathetic tendencies now so pronounced
in the sects are urmistakeable evidences of docay.
They are contrary ta the true Protestant spirit, and
hence are either empty shows or advances to Rome.
Much Las lately been written of lite dangers which
threaten Protestantism frot the le of the masses;
and a partial retuirn ta the usages and diaépline of
the Catholic Church has been suggestedl as ithe most
certain meais tof retaining the bearte of the people.
The naivete of such a proposition is almoat lu-
credible. Wicn Protestantiam will have found the
secret ofcreating anunmarriedt prlesthood,ot fourid-
|lng alitrhoods et charity' and menucy, cf making

its people go ta confession, titane may beh ques ion
et retauinsg te Caltholic usages. Until te, stainedt
glass windows anti bta music ofthe great composera
wiii remaln meaninglesa Tise secraI Ilea lu Christ's
rea presence ln tise aven adorable Sacramtent ot lte
Altar. It is thie that dra the great heart of tise
people, anti wiithout titis, Protestant temples et van-
sLip, however magni8lciently construcbtd sud orns-
menltd, wili remain cold anti empty' meeting houses;
whtichs is precisely' vhat bthe>' were orignaîlly meanut
to Le. In tact il seemts ta tat by' studying lte
architecture cf Protestant churcheas, eue msight
detect lthe hollow faith that hbut thems. A
temple withouat, a thecatre within, a savane anti
imposing front, bahind whlch is conceah.dt a
a mena sholi ; as il the ting Lad been put up to
strike tha oye oftte passer by', anti not to lft the
worshtipper te heaven. It remindis onaeto thoee
fashlonable weak-msindeti people, whithe itetrior
of their homes tire meanily, Lut boere the world
appear lu georgeotus apparal.

sEcTARSIANi5M.

Bai te most immedicable eail ef Protestantismt
is Sactarianismt. Tho Bechae, anti possibly eoe
bold bisat secta are benefici. They'ut> may bethem
thouagh if vo are te oer iee8. Paul, sectaries do net,
keep good company'.

-Colonel Hligginson has came very' near lte trauth
on tiis subject. " Each seul lu relIgIon,", ha ,

Chisholm of Lochiel recived bis diploma of M.D.,
C.M u and the prize for the bestthesls was award.
ed to Mr. M J. Kavanagh, another ln thte faculty
of law, the highest prize was won by:JMr. P. B.
Mignault, a young gentleinan of French Caaa
antd -Irish extraction, wile lu AntonMy, Mr. Mo-
greén'v, Piesident of t heCathollc Union, was
successful las pasaing. On to four medale given

"foiy iy. lufour years, Catolica bave woi three ôf
ý titém. This la ite fist year thait prize as been
-O vsune tbh Le hast Tbeeis nla banti asvaan
j qý mo a boYe là1151 bea won b>' Mr. -ùyan.gii

PERSONAL.,.

BECKX-Father Beckx, Generalof the Jesuit8 i
ilI.

GRANT- The Pope received Gen. Graton Satur.
day. The General was presented y Cardinal
MuCloaey.

COYLE-Mr. Coyle Advocate, was elected Prosi-
dent of St. Patrick's Society, Montreal, on Mon-
day night asti.

HOWE-The first person blessed by Pope Leo, at
his firt public audience, was a Protestant-M r.
T. Howe of Boston. Se says the Boston Heral.

LONERGAN-The Retreatwhich lias just been con-
cluded at St. Bridget's Paraish. Montrealwas a
greit success.

d II . W. Kirwan, TRus l'ITNEsI,
lecture at dint;ston at rhiursday. There were
rumeurs of disturbance, but none took place.

ST. PATRICK'S DA V.-Orang, rowdies attenipted
to distur theNational Anniversary-nt Lurgan.
Some o ethe pa lce were struck witht stones.

DEVLIN-Mr. B. Dvlin, M P., bas iesigned the
Presidency of St. Patrick's Society Montreal. Ho
is in excellent health, and is now in Ottawa.

O'DONNELL-Mr. F. II. O'Donnell, M. P. the stir.
ring Homo Ruer lias cent an artiôle ntoa the
I!indoo I'atriot, to tise Freeian of Dublin. The
article is strong in suppoi t of the Irish cause.

H AYES-The excitement about the iliegality of
the election of President Hayes le breaking out
witlh vigour agaiiIn the U. s. The Marylanil
Legislature have passed resolutions in favour of
Tilden.

DONEGAL-The rlf ami' Navy Gazettet inder.
stands that the Marquie of Donegal hs iformed,
the War Office that the Landau Irisl volunteerî
are prepared to give their services wherever they
rnay e reqired, in case of need.

O')ONOGIIUE-Wm. B. O'Donoghue, Secretary of
the Treasury under Biel, chief of the insurrection
in Manitoba in 1871, and the mostactive particip.
ant in the rebellion, died in St. Joseph's Ilospitaîl,
at St. Pnul, Minnesota. on Tuesday week.

W ILSON-We are happy to learu that Wum. Wilon,
Eeq., of St. Antoine Street was unanimotisly elect.
ed Prelider.t of the St. Patrick'e National Associa-
tion, t a rneeting hald in their chainbers MsUili
Street, on the 21th inst.--Monireal Gazette, Marcih
30th.

IlANLON-ltanlon.s race wilh Plaisted la to lake
place on Toronto 13,ay, May Iith ; with Eph. Mor-
ris, on the Hudson Coura, Jlune 26th, and with
Wallace Ross on the KenneboccIs River about the
end ofJuly. IfHlianlon is successftil in tiese con-
tests he will meet Courtenay and Riley before the
close of the senson.

O'DONOVAN ROSSA-In the Toronto Cit> Cotin.
cil on Monday niglht, the Mayor intimated that,
accondlng lete opinion o t tenci>solicitors te
claims îrenlcd hy sovenai cîtizene tfor conîpeti.
satioîl for damages done t their propertiie; by the
rnob on St. Patrick's Day could net be legaliy en-
forccd

ROBERTSON-lte many friends of lih Hon....
Robertsonwi wi ha glai o0 learn that this gentie-
inan iR fast progresneig te recovery The dieaîet
of whicîsdlia was ta uuiject was tvphoid tfver,
contiacted in Quebec, while in the dleclishrgm of
his Parliamentatrv duties. Ie wiliso, ha table
ta see his frientls, and receive their congratula.
tiots.

lILL Y-On Mnnday, Patrick ani John Iteilly,
brothers, of Chippewa, starte<l te rtturn in a row
boat frous this saide. Whei half over, It wis
noticed that; they were in trouble, as if an oar
was broken, but thuy ro too far down to re-
dur any nitano. They vent er iii tors,-
Shou Fal , juist outide of theblirec Sister ..
lands.-Ar-rqra Telegr:p/.

MATHEW'S-Chiirles Mathews, lie veteran Englisi
comedian, is tiful e agility, in spite of hii advan.
ced age, 75. le cans shave and open au oyster at
the sam iitime, and caiinalso loatst the i 1uo of
Jo, is fi-it weife was the celebraitei 3ladrine
Vestris. lMathew las ail tis lite sufflred from
pertninry etiibirusnsinnt, and liii knowledge of
debtors' prisons ls .vaieti and exîensivi-.

CALCRAFT-Williai Caicratt, the Englisi vter..
an ex-exctiner, i a ii i n1 ioffn-ivo ollni n
fon<! of flowers andi a rerer of rabbits., lishaï
tlsways ev iced atgreat repuignance t ianging t
unsu of intellect, and asserts that ncsi ilocca.
,ions lie would have fiiled in the task hai it not
ieen for a powerful cloe of alcoliol. Calcraft,
vntsrabIle lu appearance, grow a bansmiserue whitu
beard.

O'CONNORl-The 1ev. Dr. O'Coinor deliverei a
liort btt telling sermon on Sundiay, i St.
I'atrick's Church,ilu condemnatior. of the growing
habit of swearing s prevalent in this vity. ''u
liev. gentleman aid Il was horrible te hear little
boys of from six tosixteen year, ulng the foulest
cathsin vogue. Itwasaiterriloevil, andt unpro-
fitable, unlike saine crimes to the blasphemar.
The practice of blaspheming, la too common we
regret to say, with boys, or our public streeis, and

. parents would do well to se to the early nd btter
training of their children.-Otawa 1h raid.

CARDINALS-A Rome special ays a commission
of Cardinale, appolnted te consider the position
of Catholics lunarference ta Parliamentary eloc.
tions, have reported that it la the duty of Catho-
liest l participate in elections, and accept seat
lu Parliament if elected, taking the usual oaths
t King and Parianent, but pledging themselves
net le offend againat btha laws of lih, Church. We>
muat remembeor tisa adlvîcaeto Archishop Lynch
about these "spaclals" fret -Rbo, although tha
miteraeona looks like trauth..

LEITRIM-A tragedy> is reportedi tram Derry.
" VTe Eaîrl et Leitrimt bic clerk arnd driver were
ail abot deadi yesterday mormning while driving
lunlthe neighborhtood et lthe Earls homo, Vaugban,
Ceunty' Derry. No details. So readslthenews later.
The Earl ofLitim's bod>' was found in a ditchr
the le-fl aide o! bis headi is batteredi in. It le
thoeught Le vas also shtot lun the headi, butI the
fatal aLot was through his heart. HIs left arm
was btroken, sud the rightl completely' shattered,
The driver andi clerk vere shot lu tte
head. The groundi where tho mander was
comumittd showed tracas .ef a bard strug-
gle. A fowling-piece tutt part et an-
cther gan weret found near lthe spot. Three or
tour men were ceeu loitering un lthe neighborhood
boera rthe ccuir once ef the murder. Later--The
Earl of Leilit w.s aLot opposite a cottage tram
whsich he Lsd recenly> evictedi a wldov. 80 of 1.ie
tenants were undeor notIce te quit.

McGILL-Mr. Jarnes J. Guerin, a young Irieh
Catholic, passedi a very' creditable examinuation lu

.medîio ai tisa saunuai convoctionc et McGill

..Unîversity'. Dm. Guern intends to practice -lu
Montreal. In tise e3ainnation for lst year law
student, lte second prize vas taken by' Mr. Eti-
mund Guerin, brother et Guerin. Mr. Alexander


