
t questions; ten pattô
Benny's hesd and rejliéd : -Yow
shall sing the carole for yuOr mother

my boy. Ban home an4tell Fraicie
that I wsnt herto be rady before
service time and I shall send sore
one to stsy with lRuth.

Benny did mn, aud delivered his
message ail out of broath.

Before I repeated Francie.; why
Benny 1-why Bath 1

Dr. Barlow surely meant to let
ber come to the tree. Fracie
hardly dared think of puch a thing,
but Bath looked greatly pleased.
Thore was a little family council
over the gatting ready part, for,
Bonny's clothes, especially, needed
a motber's band.

Thare's that frOck, Francie that
Mrs. Brown gave him, of ber Loy's ;
it is clean and nice, said Ruth
doubtfully. The boys will laugh,
began Benny, but never mind, ha
added; I don't care if they do-not
a bit!1

So the garment was donned, and
Francie had scarcely had time te
pin on his collar with grat efforts,
wheu in came good motherly Mrs.
Barnes te stay with Ruth.

Ail ready, my dears ? Go on thon
te the church. I was te send you
both. And after the service you
are to go round te the House for
sick folks, and you'd botter sing
under the back window nearest the
high wall. Remember! Now L'll
take care of sister, and I hope yoeu'll
have a beautiful time I

They had a beautiful time indeed.
Francie was so happy to take her
old place with her classe and ber
teacher, who had heard of ber
troubles, kindly welcomed her with
a kiss. Whon the gifts were takon
fron the troc Francie's name was
called among the rest; and Bonny's
face fairly beamed with delight as
she passed him with both bands
filled.

As the children metat the church
door Francie whispered, with
sparkling eyes:

Oh Ben, haven't I got something
for Rathie now I My cornucopia
and this beautifal great orange;
and she shall read my book first I

ow nice, returned Benny. Thon
I eau give my orange to mother,
and yo and I will divide my candy,
and we can still play this game to-
gether.

Se planning, the happy pair
hurried to the hospital, taking the
evergreens which Bennie had hid
near the church. As their voices
tremblingly began the carol a
window was raised just above them.

Now inother can surely hear,
they thought, and Benny threw
back his head and sang with ail his
might:
Pence on earth, good will to men.

Angelic voices ringing.
Christ the Lord to earth bas come

Bis glorious message bringing.
Ring the bells, the Chfristmas belle,

Chise out the wondrous story,
Glory be to God on higb,

Forever more be glory l
As they finished their second

pretty carol, a gentle looking nurse
stood beside them.

Your mother sendm you her dear
love, and says you have doue ber
Pod, dears. Are these for her?

d this ibe orange ? I wiil carry
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tbém up aùd perhaps if you can
come here to-morrow afternoon
she will be able to see vou. Good
rnght, and a happyr Christmas to
yon .

Hand lu band, their bearts beat-
ngk with happiness, the children

ran home.
Bow nice and comfortable Ruth

lookéd- But she lay still, as if
tired, and Mxra.. Barnes said gravely,

Wait ubtil morning to tell sis-
ter, my dears; she needs to be quiet
now.

Ruth smiled at them, and thank-
ed ber kind nurse gratèfully as she
bade her good-night.

Never mind ! whispered Benny,
gleefully; we can tell 'her in the
morning, when we give her ber
presents.

Francie and Benny wore awake
with the dawn of the Christmas
morning; but Ruth slept on until
they hd had their breakfast and
were impatiently waiting for lier to
open bar eyes.

Don't wake her for anything,
Benny. I dare say she was awake
with pain most of the night, said
Francie; but we'li have overything
ready.

She spread a white towel over
Ruth's little stand, and. on it they
placed the evergreen cross, which
Benny had set upright in a small
box; also the orange, cornucopia,
and Francie's book, with Benny's
white stone on top of it. This was
marked:

For dear, sweet Ruth, from her
Benny.

Then, as they stood waiting,
Ruth awoke, and ber look of sur-
prise and pleasure fully repaid
them, without ber loviug words
and thanks.

But when Ruth took up the white
atone, ber eyes filled with tears, and
shc exclaimed:

Oh, Benny darling, how did you
know ?

Know what? said Benny, won-
deringly, and Francie explained :

]le found it once, and he liked it
so much; so he wanted to give it
to you, Ruthie.

I didn't want to make you cry,
though, said Benny.

Ne it doesn't mae me cry,
smiled Rath.. I like it very mch .
It makes me think of my sweet
verse.

What verse, Ruthie? Please tell
ns.

I don't know it all, and I could
not find it; but I heard it once.
To him that overcometh, it said;
and then, I will ive lm a wihite
stone, and in the atone a new name
viritten.

The children were ilent and
awed, for Ruth's voice thrilled
thonm a she repeated these words.
It truck them both, too, as they
had net noticed before, how very
thin and wan she was growinu.

You muat have your breakfast,
dear Ruthie, said Frrncie, turning

The littie housekeeper's supplies
were failing fast; thore was not a
bit of bread left for Ruth's toast-
oui some oatmeal.

nd there was small prospect for,
a Christmas dinner; but neither of
them thought of this. They bad
their candy for a feat, and were
too young to borrow trouble.

Only Ruth wondered a littlehow
they were to be fed ; but Ruth bad
learned to trust.

Again thore was a knock et the
door, after morning service was
over at the church, and Dr. Barlow
entered with Mrs. Barnes.

Ah, it is Happy Christmas bore,
J see I said the good clergyman,
smiling at the little -group. God
bless you, dear children 1

Francie and Benny had bean
trying their new game, and Ruth
lay with ber treasures near her '
and the white atone clasped in ber
band.

What have you there, my dear?
asked Dr. Barlow, noticing it.

Asik him where the verse is I
hispered Francie. Se thon, b-

tween them, they told their pastor
why Ruth liked the stone.

Mrs. Barnes turned away and
wiped ber eyes as Dr. Barlow took
a Testament from his pocket and
read Ruth's verse:

To him that overcometh will I
give to eat of the hidden manna.
Ant I will give him a white atone:
aud in the stone a new name writ-
ton, which no man knoweth saving
ha that recoiveth it.

What does it mean, sir', please ?
Ruth askod, faintly.

Dear child, if we, through God'a
grace, overcome in all the trials
and battles of this life, ve shail
know at last what the precious
ineaning is. The bidden manna:
they shall hunger no more Who eat
of it. The white stone-pure, glis-
tening with that precious naine
written on it which no one know-
eth save him that receiveth it: they
shall be forever satisfied to whom
the Master will give this token of
His wonderful love !

And now, Dr. Barlow went on,
cheerfully, breaking the stillness
in the room, I muet do my errand.

Listen, my child ; are you willing
ta let us carry ou to Our hospital,
where you can e nursed and cared
for properly ?

Ruth looked up in surprise and
gratitude, but thon ber eyes fell
upon her brother and sister.

Dr. Barlow hastened to add:
M's. Barnes is te keep Francie

and Benny until their mother is
well again. She will take good
care of them, and they can go to
sechool every day after the beli-
days.

I have planned this with your
mother, and I sea you have no ob-
jection, se noW I will leave MIr.
Barnes to help you ail get ready,
and I will mond a carriage for Ruth.

Oh, Ruth, how lovely I whisper-
ed Francie, almost c'ying with
jOy: You vill be nursed so nicl ,1 do believe you will get Weil righ
away 1 And only think Of Benny
and me !

The sick girl was move se ton-
derly and skillfully that she scarce-
ly toit tired by IL. Franciea sd
Benny fllawed te carnage Sand
were allowed te go lin and seo thoir
mother a little ksas a he iayrot-
give Rua one wie s ho te
ifully in the whitest of beds.

And owsd Mrs. Barnes, our
istmas vnner is waiting, and

my Ballwo uering wvat keops
u s , I ed n nm ray .

Penny Fester, naid Francia, im-

pressively, after they lid donc jus-
tice to the turkey and pudding, I
don't believe anybody in the whole
world bas bad a botter Christmas
than we have !

No ! said Bonny; and I think we
ought to be real good i

Mirs. Barnes said theoy were the
best children she ever had anything
to do with.

In about six weeks their mother
was able to go back with them to
their homo, and a.much pleasantor
home it was from that Lime, too.

They would bave beon very hap-
py but for one grief, dear, patient
Ruth would never return then;
she was fast fading away.

I knew it, the b]essed lamb, that
first evening that I took care of
ber ! said Mrs. Barnes; but child-
ren, you need nover grieve fbr lier,
she is one of the Lord's own: that
she i I I always thiink of the white
atone when I slie ier.

She hias it now ; mine, I menn,
said Benny, softly.

Aye, your Christmas gift; she'll
be sure of the botter gifts belore
another Christmas.

Yes, long bofore, Ruth bad ovor-
come, and was more than conqueror
through Him who loved her.

A disinfecting compouînd used in
Berlin, is said to possoss extraordi-
nary power to control the odorsand
effluvin of offensive and infectious
disarders. Oila of' rosemiary, )av-
ender, and thyne, in the propor-
tions i'spoctivoly of ton, two and a
half, and ýtwoand a, hait', are mixe&.
with thi'ty parts ef water and one
aud a hall part o nitric ncid. The
bottia sbauld be slmnkon beibiou tsing
aud a sponge satîîîated with the
cnmpound s eft te oevaporate.
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.

SI EALED TENDERS addreesed to tenindersilgned and endorsert "-Tior
for he Weiland Canal," ivil bu recelved attiis ofinc oultil te arrivai or teo Ensterre
and Western mail oN MONDAY, te 25t11
a nf JANUARY next, (18M)>, for ralming
teo walno ni ioei' %Voire, &e., alld ln-

creaning the hoiyt ni the bank ut' that

i tte lland canai hutyen éort.hoseandi Thorold, and iordieuQr. un
the smmiit Levý,l between Phoroß an11
tnaney's Bond, ner Huib rston.

The wors, througlîout, wiii bc lut in see.
Maps of the severai locailties, togetherwih plans and descriptive Mpuuciicationn,can ha nen at tilil u and atter .ION-

DAY. the Ilt day or JANUAItY iext,(1886> wiore priiitee formý tir wàlaukr car) bu
obtaÏned. A ilke class or inrormuai n rela-
tive tr' te wnri nuri ni AlièLnburg W, bufurninh(ed eit Ilte tident inurs(lio

'heroli ; and frr worlcs Otth l Allait-
burpi e on, m saat Eit Rtiel' gin -e r's Office, lIaa.

Contractor, are r.qcteAtdit bar in t undthat tenders wiii tnet bu conide(zred union
made strict y In accordance witb Lite printc'd
forme, atnd, In Lhe case un tirts, exeept LIhera-
are aetaced te rtial sinatures, tire a-
tare or l'he occuipation, altîa pince or renia.
oncecofeeach it mbor ni ie sairie; tn utt tr-
ther, an acrep ei baik cheque ror theSum nf 2'wo r 1toumana Dollar, or nre,-
aceording te Vie woric n the i-etion-ninst
saceampen tire respetive tenaer', wbich
sure shahl e forfeited Irf the party tender-
ingdeclines entering lito contract for the
worxm, a aite rates utatec in the oirer sub-mitteti.

The amount requirrd i cach case wili bestueted on Lite fore nf tender.
Te choque or money thon sent ln wili

be returned Io the resp ctiva parties wose
tenders are rnot nacejîLe.
itis Department ro, , however. bin

Itseitto Scetif Lti %,emLorany tundcr.
fir arder,

A. . BRADLEY,
Sceratary.

Depa6rLrn t of Ra1iways adCanais,


