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then': lie patted:
Benny’s head and replied : ~~You]
shall sing the carols for your moghqr
_ my boy. Runhomeand tell Francie

{hree questions;

that 1 want herito-be ‘ready.-before |0

service time and I'shall ‘send som:
one to stay with Rath. . .~

Benny did run, and delivered. his
message all out of breath. . =~ - .

Before # repeated Framcie; why
Benny i—Wwhy Ruth! .- .

Dr. Barlow surely meant to. let
her come to the - tree. Francie
hardly, dared think of ‘s_uch 2 thirég,
but Ruth looked greatly . pleaged.
There was & little family council
over the getting ready part, for.
Benny's clothes, especially,
a mother’s hand. - - . .

There's that frock, Francie, that
Mrs. Brown gave him, of her ‘)oy’s;
it is clean and nice, said Ruth
doubtfully. The boys will laugh,
began Benny, but never mind, he
added ; T don't care if they do—not
& bit! ‘ :

So the garment was donned, and
Francie had scarcely had time to
pin on his collar with great efforis,
when in came good motherly Mrs,
Barnes to stay with Ruth.

All ready, my dears ? Go on then
tc the church, I was to send you
both. And after the service you
are to go yound to the House for
sick folks, and you'd better sing
under the back window nearest the
high wall. Remember! Now I'l
take care of sister, and Thope you'll
have & beautiful time!

They had a beautiful time indeed.
Francie was s¢ happy to take her
old place with her class, and her
teacher, who had heard ‘of her
troubles, kindly welcomed her with
a kiss. When the gifts were tuken
from the tree Francie’s name was
called among the rest; and Benny's
face fairly beamed with delight as
she passed him with both hands
filled. '

As the children metatthe church
door TFrancie whispered, with
sparkling eyes:

Oh Ben, haven't I got something
for Ruthie now! My cornucopia
and this beautiful great orange;
and she shall read my book first |

How nice, returned Benny. Then
Ican give my orange to mother,
and you and I will divide my candy,
and we can still play this game to-
gether,

So planning, the ha air
hurried to the hospital, ta?lgsl’]g pthe
evergreens which Benmie had hid
near the church. As their voices
tremblingly began the ecarol a
window wus raised just above them.

Now mother can surely hear,
they thought, and Benny threw
back his head and sang with all his
might:

Peace on earth, good will to men.

Angelic voices ringing.

Christ the Lord to earth has come
His glorious meseage bringing.
Ring the bells, the Christmas bells,
Chime out the wondrous story,
Glory be to God on high, '

Forever more be glory!

. Atet theylﬁnishedl their second
retty carol, a gentle looking nurse
stood besidg,thegm. . 8
Your mother sends you "her desr
love, and ea E)u have done her
oo0d, (_iears. .4re these for her?
d this nice orange ? I will carry

needed |

thém . up, “and’ perhaps if you can

come here . to-morrow afternoon

she will' be able to see you. Good

nighlp, and’ s happy Christmas to
o R

;- Hand in hand, their hearts beat-
ing with happiness, the children
ran home.

* How nice and comfortable Ruth
looked-| But she lay still, as if
tired, and Mrs. Barnes said gravely,
- Weit until morning to tell sis-
ter, my dears; she needs to be quiet
NOW.

. Ruth smiled at them, and thank-
ed her kind nurse gratefully as she
bade her good-night. ,

‘Never mind ! whispered Benny,
gleefully ; we can tell "her in the
morning, when we give her her
presents, . '
Francie and Benny were awake
with the dawn of the Christmas
morning ; but Ruth slept on until
they had had their breakfast and
were impatiently waiting for her to
open her eyes. _

Don’t wake her for anything,
Benny. I dare say she was awako
with pain most of the night, said
Francie; but we'll have everything
ready.

She spread a white towel over
Ruth’s little staud, and on it they

laced the evergreen cross, which

%enny had set upright in a small
box; also the orange, corrucopisa,
and Francie’s book, with Benny’s
white stone on top of it. This was
marked:

For dear, sweet Ruth, from her
Benny.

Then, as they stood waiting,
Ruth awoke, and her look of sur-
prise and pleasure fully repaid
them, without her loving words
and thanks.

But when Ruth took up the white
stone, her ayes filled with tears, and
she exclaimed :

Oh, Benny darling, how did you
know?

Know what? said Benny, won-
deringly, and Francie explained :

He found it once, and he liked it
so much ; s0 he wanted to give it
to you, Ruthie.

didn't want to make you cry,
though, said Benny.

No, it doesn’t make me cry,
smiled Ruth.. X like it very much.
It makes me think of my sweet
verse.

‘What verse, Ruthie? Please tell

us,
I don’t know it all, and I could
not find it; but I heard it once.
To him that overcometh, it sm'd;
and then, I will give him a white
stone, and in the stone & new name
written. o

The children were silent and
awed, for Ruth's voice thrilled
them as she repeated these words.
It struck them both, too, as they
bad not noticed before, how very
thin and wan she was growing.

You must have your breakfast,
dear Ruthie, said Frzucie, turning

away.

'_I.‘lsl’e little housekeeper's supplies
were failing fast; there was not a
bit of bread left for Ruth’s toast—
only some oatmeal.

Xnd there was small prospect for
a Christmas dinner ; bat neither of
them thought of this. They had
their candy for a feast, and were
too young to borrow trouble.

Only Ruth wondered a little how
they were to be fed ; but Ruth had
learned to trust.: -

Again there was a knock at the
door, after morning service was
over at the church, and Dr. Barlow
entered with- Mrs, Barnes.

Ab, it is Happy Christmas here,
I seel said the good clergyman,
smiling at the little  group. God
bless you, dear children !

Francie and Benny had been
trying their new game, and Rath
lay with her treasures near her}
and the white stone clasped in her
hand,

‘What have you there, my dear?
asked Dr. Barlow, noticing it,

Ask him where the verse isl
‘whispered Francie. So then, be-
tween them, they told their pastor
why Ruth liked the-stone,

Mrs. Barnes turned away and

wi[i‘ed her eyes as Dr, Barlow took
& Testament from his pocket and
read Ruth’s verse:
To him that overcometh will I
give to eat of the hidden manna.
And I will give him a white stone:
and in the stone a new name writ-
ten, which no man knoweth saving
he that receiveth it.

What does it mean, sir, please?
Ruth asked, faintly.

Dear child, if we, through God's
grace, overcome in all the triais
and battles of this life, we shall
know at Jast what the precious
meaning is. The hidden manna:
thay shall hunger no more who eat
of it, The white stone—pure, glis-
tening with that precious name
written on it which no one know-
oth save him that receiveth it: they
shall be forever satisfied to whom
the Master will give this token of
His wonderful love!

And now, Dr. Barlow went on,
cheerfully, breaking the stillness
in the room, I must do my errand.
Listen, my child ; are you willing
to let us carry you to our hospital,
where you can be nursed and cared
for properly ?

Ruth iooked up in gurprise and
gratitude, but then her eyes fell
upon her brother and sister.

Dr. Barlow hastened to add :
Mrs. Barnes is to keep Francie
and Benny until their mother is
well again. She will take good
care of them, and they can go to
school every day after the holi-
days.

I have planned this with your
mother, and I see you have no ob-
jection, 8o now L will leave Muis.
i?m.rnes to help you ail get ready,
and I will gend a carriage for Ruth.
Oh, Ruth, how lovely | whisper-
ed Francie, almost crying with
joy: You will be nursed so nicellyl',

do believe you will get well right
away! And only think of Benny
and me!

The sick girl was moved so ten-
derly and skillfully that she scarce-
ly felt tired by it, Fro_.ncne and
Benny followed the carriage, an_d
were allowed to go in and see their
mother a little while, and then to

ive Ruth one kiss as she ]lay rest-

ully in the whitest of beds.

And now, said Mrs, Barnes, our
Christmas dinner is waiting, and
my Sally is wondering what keeps
us, I dare say. . L.

Benny Foster, said Francie, im-

pressively, after they had done jus-
tice to the turkey and pudding, I
don’t believe anybody in the whole
world has had a bottor Christmas
than we have!

No! said Bonny; and I think we
ought to be real gaod !

Mys. Barnes said they were the
best children she ever had anything
to do with.

In about six weeks their mother
was able to go back with them to
their home, and a much pleasanter
home it was from that Lime, too.

They would have been very hap-
%y but for ono grief, dear, pationt

ath would never return them;
she was fast fading away.

I knew it, the blessed lamb, that
first evening that I tock cave of
her! said Mrs. Barnes; but child-
ren, you need never grieve for her,
ghe is one of the Lord's own: that
she is ! I always think of the white
stone when I soe her.

She has it now; mino, 1 mean,
said Benny, softly.

Aye, your Christmos gift; she'll
be sure of the botter gifts before
another Christmas,

Yes, long bofore, Ruth had ovor-
come, ind was more than conqueror
through Him who loved her.

A disinfecting compound used in
Berlin, is said 10 poskess extraordi-
nary power to control the odorsand
effiuvia of offensive and infectious
disorders. Oils of rosemary, lav-
ender, and thyme, in the propor-
tions respectively of ten, two and a
half, and two and a half, are mixed
with thirty parts of water and one
and o half part of nitrie acid. The
bottle should be shuken beforeusing
and a spongo saturated with the
compound is left to evaporate,
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.

EALED TENDERS addressed {o the
undersigned and endorsed * Tender
for the Welland Cannl,” will be recelved ab
this office untll the arrival of the Eastern
end Western malls on MONDA\Y, the 25th
day of JANUARY next, (1840), for ralsing
the walls of the jockr, weirs, &o., and In-
creasing tho height of tho banyxs of that
arl of the Welland Cannl hetwean VPort
athouste and Thorold, and for deepenin
the summit Level between Thorold an

Rnney's Bend, near Humbearstan,

t”'l‘lm works, througlout, will bo let in Sce-
ons.
Mapa of the severni loeaMides, together

with plnns and deseriplive §pcolfications,

ean he seen at this offlce on and arter MON-

DAY, the 1lth doy of JANUARY next,

(1880), where printed form-s of tenler can by

obtainced. A like class of informution relys

tive to the works north of Altanburg wiil bo
furnished at1he Resldent Engineor's Office

T horold ; and for works soath of Allipe

burys, plans, 8p -clflea:ions, &c., mui' b+ seen

e, I

at the Resident Englncers ot ellund.,

Contractors are requested 1o banr in mind
that tenders will not be consldered uniuss
made strictly inaceordance with the printed
forms, and, jn Lthe ease of tirms, execpt Lhere
are attached tho actunl signutures, the na-
ture of the ocenpation und placy of resid-
encc of each membor of the samo; nnd fur-
ther, an aceepted bank cheque for the
sum of Two L housand Dullars or more—
according to the work on the scetion—must
nccompnng the respective tonders, which
sum shall be forfelted if the party tender-
ing decllnes enterlng into contract for the
wirks, at Lhe rates stated in the offor subs
s t required {

o amaount required {n cach case wi

stated on the form of tender, 1l be

Tho cheyue or money thus sent 1n wiil
be returned to the respeetjve partics whore
te’i‘lgf“{) are n{m acecepted.

8 Department does .10', howoyver. bin

1tgelf to aceupt the ekt or'u.uy l.undorl.) d

y arder,
A. P, BR%DLF{Y, '
t of Rallways and Cn;!&rl;, ?ry'
385
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