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Upholds the Doctrines and Rubrics of the Prayer Book.

‘icrace bs with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.”---Eph. vi., 24. -
“Earnestly contend for the faith which was once deliverosd unto the saints.”---Jude: 3.
oo, ] HALIFAX. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1883 WINNIPRG. PER YEAR.

RECOVERY OF CHURCH PRINCIPLLS.

Tur N Y. Churchinan has the following, which !
should be carefully considered by Churchmen as
well as by Presbyterians :—

Some months since we published an account of
a debate in the General Assembly of the Scotch
Kirk, showing how much truth was uttered by |
several of the members upon points of Church
order and doctrine, A late Scottish journal has
an account of a case in the Aberdeen Presbhytery,
in which some utterances of the like kind were
made, and which are equally significant.

A complaint was made against the Rov. Ar.
Cooper of that presbytery, by several clders, for
teaching things inconsistent with Presbyrerian”
doctrine.  Mr. Cooper detfended himsell” before
the presbytery in a speech, the more important |
parts of which we give in brief outline.  In opun-’
ing he said that he was a minister of the Church
of Scotland, “not because it was one of severat|
religious clubs out of which he might choose, but|
because he believed it to be the national branch
of Christ's Holy Catholic Church, with divine |
claims, therefore, on the allegiance of the people.” |
One complaint against Aim was that he held that
“the Church of Scotland had the apostolic succes-
sion, and that her ministers received, in virtue of

i

Another complaint was respecting the teaching

on baptism, that Baptism was, except In extraor-

dinary cases, indispensable to salvation.  “What 1
have maintained is, that we arc not at lhberty to
dispense with an ordinance which Gon has insti-
tuted ; a thing mece important to be maintained
now, when [ sce, as 1 unhappily do in many quai-
ters, such a despising of this sacrament, as almost
amounts Lo a positive hostiity toward it As 1o
the efficacy of this sacram .t Mr. Cooper said,
svis auributed me as afaudt that 1 oLold that the

griace of baptism is given by the Holy Ghost e,

mfants at the thne whenr it is administered, wnid
that 1 have said on such occasions, ‘may  the
sprrk which has this day been kindied in this
child’s bosom, be kept alive””  Mr. Cooper then
quoted from the Catechisim and other Presbyter-
in audhoritios to show that this iz Presbyterian
doctrine.

Another complaint was that he held to a change
in the condition of the soul atter death and before

resurrection.  This Ny Cooper emphatically de-
nied.  “There is a macing perfect of the holy, but

no conversion, no passing from one side to the
other, 1t is a heresy condemmed by all Catholic
teachers, that a disembodicd soul can pass cither
out of Christ or into Christ.”

Mr. Cooper having finished his address, the
matter was taken up by the presbytery.  The

their ordinatian, a special grace and special gifts | \noderator made a speech in which he said that
from the Spirit, and that only thereby are they; Mr. Cooper “held views or had modes of expres-
fitted to minister the word and sacraments.”  Hei gipg them which were perhaps not common or
quotes the words of another Presbyterian clergy- | farniliar among them.” But as to doctrinal errors,
man in Glasgow, who said, “many Presbyterians, he thought no ground had been shown that would
believe in the apostolic descent of their orders as|warrant the presbytery in going into any judicial
firmly as Bishop Wilberforce did in his.” “Fhis is| process. It was the undoubted doctrine of the
high ground, we think, for Presbyterians of this| presbyterian Church that a special grace was con-
day to take. We may err, but we believe that|veyed to the minister in the service of ordination

_few now affirm any special ordination grace.  Ano-!
ther complaint was that he taught the Lord’s Sup-!
per was a “sacrifice.” L admit that T have taught’
that the Eucharist, like all Christian worship, has’
a sacrificial aspect, but it is not an expiatory sac-!
riice. ‘The sm-offering has been accomplished,
and only the commemoration, the Thanksgiving,
and the Participation are now going on.” “We!
have the sacrifice of praise, including as its very:
chiefest part in the great Thanksgiving service of
the Christian Church, the Holy Eucharist. Where,
having in remembrance dhe Death of the Redeem-
er, His mighty Resurrection and prevailing Inter-
cession, we make with all possible pralse and,
thanksgiving our sclemn memorial of them before
the Father, and plead (with the symbols in our:
hand, of Him who is himself our plea in Heaven)
that Gop would for His sake bless the Church:

“and save our Dbrethren of mankind. We do:
not need (Gon could not give) ancther Victim, i
another Mediator.  We¢ thankfully lay hold of
Jesus ; we plead His sacrifice ; we do it till He:
come.” ‘

Another complaint was that Mr. Cooper invited:
communicants to partake of Christ’s body and.
blood, and taught that “the outward clements,
after being duly set apart, were not in substance
and nature, truly and only, bread and wine.”!
After strongly denying transubstantiation, he adds,
“I never asserted any change in the substance of
the elements, but that the consecrated clements
stil remaining bread and wince are made the chan-’
nels of a real communication, the means whereby
the Holy Spirit conveys to the faithful the heaven-.
ly food which our Lord bestows.”

"Ly Mr. Cooper.

and the imposition of hands. As to apostolic
succession, “itis one I attach much jmportance
to, and I think we have as much right to claim it
as our fpiscopalian or our Catholic fricnds.  As
o the Lord’s Supper, I hope the petitioners do
not hold it to be merely a comunemoration of
Christ’s Death.  If they do we must have them up
before the presbytery. It is a kind of low-church
doctrine. It is a most distinet heresy.” The
moderator proceeded at considerable length to
prove this point by citations from Calvin and
others.  “As to the sacrifice in the Eucharist,
after the satisfactory cxplanation given, it is not
necessary to take up the matter.  The statements
in regard to baptism, and to the state of the soul
after death, were equally satisfactory.”

‘I'he moderator moved a resolution to the cffect
that no doctrinal statements attributed to Mr.
Cooper, and submitted to the presbytery, were
such as 1o warrant a regular judicial inguiry. This
motion was seconded by a member, who satd that
there was no case before the presbytery.  Other

members spoke, among them  Professor Milligan, |

of the Aberdeen University ; some advising  de-
lay, but none speaking on the points touched on
The matter was then adjourned.
Of its final disposition we are not informed.

This debate 1s one of the many signs showing
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THEN AND NOIW.

Oxe of the most unanswerable arguments in
‘favour of Christianity, onc that appeals instinctive-
{1y to the heart of every man, is the fuct which can
inot be denied, thar Charity, as the world now un-
Dlerstands the word, is the result of Christian
(teaching.  Only those who have studied the old-
Jume aunthors, who are versed in the history of
iihe soul darkened days which preceded the Advent
Cof the Messiah and are acquainted with the min-
nte details of that ancient waorld which has happily
passed away, can fully realize the change. To the
fools who have said in their hearts there is noGob
such a study would be at once irksome and unpro-
fitable ; to those who humbly profess and call
themselves Christians, it could not but strengthen
their faith and fill them with a lively sense of
aratitude, that they had seen the light in a time
whien old things had indeed passed away and ail
things had become new.

Dr. G. Ulhorn, a learned German divine, has
just published a very remarkable work, which has
excited great attention throughout the whole civi-
lised, that is to say throughout the whole Christian
veorld, under the title “Christian Beneficence in
the Ancient Church.” FHe has compiled with
great skill and completeness a series of the most
convincing arguments for our Holy Religion that
have ever buen given to the world.

Any man, we care not who he be, who calmly
and impartially sits down to a study of history
must admit that eightcen centuries ago a change
of which it wot little at the time began to operate
upon the world, that a spirit of love began then to
move over the troubled waters of humanity, and
that little by little humanity began to recognise
the beauty and truth, and to live according to the
teachings of the One Man Who called Himself
the Brother and Friend of every man, and at
Whase Birth was heard the sublimest anthem:
“Glory to God in the Highest, on earth peace,
good-will to men.”
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FATLL AND RIZEASON.

Ir is important for scientific men to bear in
mind that faith underlics all reasoning, whether
inductive or otherwise.  Mr. H. Grifiith, in his
irecent book “Faith, the Life-Root of Science,”
\carnestly reminds us of what we are too aptto
forget, that experimental science asswmes the
trustworthiness of our perceptions, and that moral
science asswmes the accuracy of our moral in-
Istincts. How enormous is the assumption in the
Hormer instance the students of Berkeley will un-
[derstand. Science rests upon the evidence of
lsenses which have often misled us, and for which
Tconstant corrections have to be made by expe-

rience ; the faith therefore which men necessarily
|repose in - their pereeptive powers, it is only rea-
sonable to exiend to those moral and  spiritual in-
'tuitions which are no less facts of our naturc.—
| Selected.

| truth will re-assert itself here also. i

that there is a strong movement in various parts | It is well to remember that the Christian
of the Christian Church toward the recovery of ' Religion makes no greater demands upon either
sounder principles respecting Church doctrines four Faith or our Reason than do some other
and sacraments.  The ‘question whether presby- | things which we readily accept as unguestionably
ters can and do take e place and fulfll the fune- [true.  Let people who would cast doubts upon

tions of bishops will scon have its turn, and old l Revealed Truthnot forget this fact, and have their
Faith in Gop made strong.



