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1V.—SIN A8 INFLUEXCING OTHERS,

Ir has pleased Gobp to place us in the world as
o state of probation. Ho has surrounded us wiil
a thousand causes which influence our condnet.
The Chureh, cur parenis, teachers, companions.
institutions, literature ; these all sway us, help 1o
form our character, and fix our Lubits, Perhaps
none of us realize to what extent this is the case
We often take credit for being original. It would
lower our vanity to see cleayly how little is really
born of ourselves.

Now as o rule wo admit all this. We will even
allow it. Dut we Lide from guiselves the otha
gide of the matter, which is that we 2cact on others
Recognizing the influeico of otliers on us, wi
must aleo face our respensilility for our influene
on uthers.  And herve aguin we f4il 1o ses the ea.
tent of this. A chance word or lovk, much nmicn
o premeditated one, wuy have an effect we Iitth
imagine. lu guod things we are happy to think
our iufluenee is great  With a Lorrille self-com-
plucency we rub our hands, suying <1 think | was
able o persvade so nnd =0, or I fast wmy in

thou blind Plurirce ! There ds wnother phase of
the question.

It is of the naiure of wrong-deing to perpetuat,.
Meelf. It speedily passes out of the power of the
wiong doer.  Will 1he devpest repentznes recal,
it?T Willthe hairdest selt-punishment efface it4
Nay, it will go on repreducing itseif in wyriad
ways when thy sivful body woulders juthe grave,
An evil deed vocee dene, God Himself cannot unde
it. In that evil deed Eternity is bound up.  The
whole energy of the soul muy bo wpplicd to cut ol
its consequences.  The whole lite may Ve devoted
to sepuraiion.  Dut the set cannot be remored.

Aud the consequences to whow? It would Ly
bad cnvugh did they only aflect owe's self.  Iium
very few acts either good or bad eud with e
doer. A eoulis on its uisl. It besitates at an
evil act. It is vn the verge of 1efusal. Then a
sueer, or o wocking laugh, or even a mere ques-
tioning of metive, meets that soul.  For years that
influence keeps him from goud, or wadly urges 1o
evil, o who was guily gees on biy gight way,
furgetting.  But that sucer, or that luugh of ridi
cule has meaniime proved the ruipn of him whe
board it. *le died, sud made wu sign. O Gop
forgive him {"

A profane man invents a new form of swearing
It is a p.essure 10 bim to repeut it, It sitks 4ss

I'soul in deeper pollution.

But & little boy is pass-
ing by and catches it up. 1t is his first lesson iv
blasphemy. The profine swearer repents. From
the bottom of his soul he abhors the evil of which
ne has been guilty, 1lis repentance may be ac
cepted. Ho may be saved =0 as by fire. Dut the
hearer and the imitator may die - unrepentant 50
years after the gnilty originator has heen consigned
10 the tomb! An evil book is written (and the
literature of the duy is nine-tenths of it elever
devil-worship.) The book is attractive in form,
but only in proportion to its faithful delineation
of sin. It palliates impurity. It glorifies immor-
ality. It is not infidel, not even rationalistiec. I
is only Jax, impure in suggestion. The writer
may repent. He may write and speak in
counieraction of his wicked work., e may
recall the issue and destroy all the copies
he can get. Not thal he gonerally does this.
He for the most part lives on the profits of
hig villainy and dies in the odour of sanectity.
But he mway., Nevertheless the evil he las
done lives after him. It lives in hundreds of
souls that have imbibed the poisomous miusma,
And they go down to an unsorrowing deathbed, in
spite of their destroyer's repentance.

A man goes through life godless. Ho is not
notorivusly immorul, he is not even profane, or
aetively irreligious, Heis simply passively non-
religious.  He attends to his fumily duties, is an
atfeetionate parent, a kind friend, would rather do
any one o favour thau an jujury, is pleasant and
greenlle.  But he does all this simply because it
i3 his disposition to do it. It is net done “as Lo
the Lond”  His children giow up in the sane

way. The father comes to seo things in the right
dght. At the end of life ho perceives that o fur

s Chiistian influence is concerned, ro far as the
world Leing the better for Lis baving lved in it
With aguny of aoul he im
plores parden of w mereiful Gon.  But his children
dve and die as he lived  ‘Fhey die in gudleasness,

he has wrasted Lis life.

‘or which he is largely responsible.
A murdever in the heat of passion strikes down
lils vietim to an instant death.  In the fulon’s ecll.

] tawalting the hungman's hateful duty and his owwn
fluence war sufficient 1o prevent,” cte, cle. G :

swiftly cuwing fate, hs repents,  Sympathetic
clergymen attend him 1o the scaluld, and cexal
siny almost into a hero, so effusive arc the uccounts
of his repentance and eonversion.  DBut the soul
uf the mmdered man, violently hurried to its ac-
count without time fora prayer, where is that
Will & few waudliv tears wash sway the guih
which has sent a provably unrepentant soul inry
the presence of i1s Maker, filled a home with
ahigiigh, and consummated an evil whieh in uno
realim of Gol's universe can by any possibility be
undune ! :

“These cases are extreme.” True, TButthey are
types, all of them,  And the less furcible instances
du not strike us. Cun any wan say he is responsi-
vle fur no ¢vil influence on another ¥ that #u one
is the worse for his example or words }

It is the shallowness of mudern religionism thar
it dwells on 1he goud there isin wen. That it
cants about the “humanity’ in man, and preaches
that it there is a spark of good in any one he will
uitimately bo saved. It coucentrates its gaze ou
the “mauhoud” of the world. It bas lost the
vision of Gov's white righteousness, and of the
precept “be ye boly, for Lam holy.,” It proctaims
that & seat upon a penitent bench for a few mom-
ents under flaming gas lights and the jower of
steutoriun lungs is suflicient 1o fur ever rewove the
guilt of individual sin, and is discieetly silunt

ahout the thousands shivering ou the cold shores
of a joyless eternity, cumsing in their impotent
remorse the dire example of profussing saints, who
can never recall the effects of former sin.

This 1s a texrible world. 1ts issues are those of
life und death. The echo of it will ring through-
ont the halls of Eternity. The sinner may not
doubt Gobo's mercy. That mercy may extend
when it pardons a sin, to the pardon also of all
consequencos thereto belonging. Yet, let the sin-
ner, when ho is tempted to wrong, reflect that ug
future repentance can probably uunde the past;
and that the sin of which he may earnestly ropent,
uud which he may spend his life in endeavour-
ing to repair, may have hurled many n soul to
everlusting ruin. For

“No MAN LIVETH TO HIMSELF, AND NO MAN DIETU
TO HIMSELF.”

-
IN THE SACRAMINT OF THFE
LORD'S SUPFER.

TIE CUP

ArrexTion was called some time since by our
Toronto correspondent to & valuable scries of
letters by the Rov. John Carry, then appearing in
the Tovonto Afui/, upon the question which has
been agitated of Jate by a cerfain extreme section
of the Teototal orgunization respecting the use of
wine in the Holy Communion. We have procured
Mr. Carry's letters, and after a careful perusal of
them, we think it will be much to the advantage
of our readers that they should have the oppor-
tunity of reading them also.  Accordingly we he-
gin to reprint them in our columns to-day.

It might surely have been thought impossible
that any elergyman of our Church could be found
venturing to tamper with ‘s0 Divine a thing’ as
the symibols of the Body and Dlood of Christ. The
words of our Lord in ordiiuing them stamp the
stcramental  elements with a8 sacredpess before
which one would expect the rashest and most self-
willed of men 1o stund wtill in awo,  And thisawe
18 surely not diminished by St. Paul’s words warn-
ing thoughtless Christiuns that by any irreverent
use of those clements they not simply become
linble to, but ‘*eaf and drink judgment to them-
selves.”  Mr, Curvy however furnishes evidence
two amiple fur doubt that this grave evil is forcing
ity way cven into the Church.

Nouw, huw does the matter stand 3 The Divine

Heald of the Church has instituted wine as the out-
ward  visible sign of Ilis DBlood, and the means
whereby wo reeeive the same.  This is being dar-
ingly set aside, and something else—we know not
wlitt to call it, 4 syrupy substance of sume sort, in
anv case, a thing of human inveation—is being
substituted in its place.  We will not here antici-
pate the learned investigations of Mr. Carry. Al
thut we desire in this artiels is to invite thy atten-
tivn to this subject of our Bishups, our Clergy,
md especinily of the devout Laity.  We would, tu
passing, remind the Uhurch Wardens that both the
-ubrie of the Cummunion Service and the $wen-
ticth Canon of the Church of Eugland, impose
upon them conjuintly with tha Clergyman the
duty of providing “guod and wholerome wine” for
the Sacrament.  But spart from this, the Laity of
the Engiish Church have o right to demuand that
they be not under any guise robbed of that “cup
of the Lord,” the vindication of their right to
which was one of the best fruits of the Xnyg ish
tdfurmation.  And we beg respectfully to remind
vur Bishops that when a2 question of the mainten-
ance of the discipline of Christ, “as this Church
hath recvived 1he sume,” is raised, all eyes instine-
tively turn {o them,

SACRAMENTAL WIXNE & TFETOTALLERS.
To the Editor of The Mail.

Str,— At first sight your rea lors 1ay think that

this subject might be more fitly discussed in a ‘‘re-



