
22IIIPE FX.IRME1Q'8 MÔjn«,ÀI 4.

and true and faithful to its earliest love,
ever raturns to it with renewed affection.

Symmetry is not neeessarily formality
both are beautiful in themselveq, but they
have each their special province, and must
not be confounded together.

Slaking Lime for Agricultural
Purposes.

Lime,obtained from marble,or limestone,
frion marine or fresh-water shells, by
depriving it of its carbonie acid by burning
is known by the several names of burned
lime, quicidime, caustic lime, and lime
shells. As a general rule, a ton of good
limestone will yield haif a ton of lime
shells ; but the weight of the latter, per
bushel, varies with the kind of limestone
used, and with the manner in which it is
burned. In some cases, a bushel does not
weigh more than 74 Ibo., while in others, it
will exceed 100lbs., which shows how un-
certain the quantity applied to land may
be when it is estimated by the measure.
Hence lime should be bought and applied
to the land by weight.

In slaking, burned lime lias a strong

up in heaps in thé air and is, allowed ,o
draw moisture and carbonie acid from the
atmosphere,it falls to a powder'of itelf, and
s sSaid to be , slacked, ' or " air-slaked."

In both of the states described above, 1{Ù
lime is hot,or cauàtic, andmay be properly
spoken of as caustic lime. If spontancôous-
ly slaked, that is, if it be in a state ili
which one half of the lime is combined
with water, and the other half with cashc-
nie acid; it may be saisd to be only khadf
caustic.

When lime, whether it exists in a bt te
of a hydrate obtained by slaking, or is ia a
caustie or half caustie state, is long expo-
sed to the open air, it gradually . absorbs
carbonie acid from the asmosphere, and is
more or loss perfectly converted into a car-
bonate, or in that condition in which it
existed before burning. In this state, it
possessess no caustic nor alkaline prope:-

ties, but is properly called mi/d lime.
In slaking lime l'r agricultural purpw -

it is accededas a general rule,that tlie moL.
which gives it the greatest bulk, and at t'c
same time reduces it to the most miuite s>-
te of division is the best. This may be effect-
ed by laying up the burnt limestone, c.
shells, into heaps in the air, and allcw-

tendency to " drink in" and combine with ing them ta draw maisture a'l
water. Thus, when taken from the ki acid from tho atmasplerc, wherc tley Y
and exposed to the air, it absorbs moisture pali ta powder ai tlinsclvcs. In practice.
and carbonie acid from the atmosphere, in- i

creases in weight, swells out, and gradually sods, and icave them for several montY.
falls to powder. Or, if water be thrown tilthe lime has complctelv fhlien, or
upon the burnt stone, or shells, it "drinks cd or tilt the timc is convonicut for
it in,' becomes hot, swells very much, and -t the land. Thus it is ofien ca

ing ihe to dra moitur an A

ils down in a short time ta a bulkyor into the field, in winter, chverecd up i,

or lcss white, and almost impalpable paw- 14 lcaps, and applicd to lthe land, in sprir-
der. Whe the f thirsty lime" lias thus or sumer , when prepari for rcc,

fallen, it is said p r be cslakedr ortquench- hes t

d, and is known under the name of l hy. when elaked in this way unless heavmn

drate of lime. if more water ho added, it i rain m happen to f all, when the sur.acu

is not Il"drunk in," but forms with the lime ,f the lime heaps sometimes beomc

a mortar, or paste. so ht as te char and ev n set fire t
When burt limestone, or shels, e laid n the sode hy which ticy are covered, aud
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