
.Iaper 1fupoebcbn mbbe te Difcovory r-ita1f'
tialy l ars a comieritarici of maCler. viral languag$ci, PaFtuciiry. in l.oit

>ChirifophicrGoodian, and as oith er getat Rocicler lym~z6 : Zvo ' 6n
suatheniatician, ended fd he, began hi& ca- ceci iin the b:irc,. ils- rvi fit hy, lliufet

P'with thut inytli iou %-ook;.- Nothi"ns cnuld.be more%.agroeabio 'to tie
1 have flot been ablet matrace Mierchi .flon Rothcliýrà, ir to.shs hugincla .E Fran c%"

Irom thlt Uniý.erf1Iy, tili the publication of at this rihie, thaln the authoT.?s, atîhU"ci.
his Plain Dî<cuvery, at Edinburrgh, in the tion of tho p'ope c 'nk~1i Iihi
yearr 1593 ; though M acl<enzie, in his liýeà this book he bas cndeavoured toi etfort1i
andi charaftrs of the moil cminent wri- with much zeal andteruditioni." , . - 't
,ters of the Scotti(h nation, inforins us That Napitr h.. heguli, about tire .yer.
<without quotation, hiowver, of any au. z,593; that train.of enquiryi.wliicl'led him
thority) that ho paffcd rame years abroadi, -to his geat atch icvemcnt in,:.a ritlirietiè,
in tht Low Countries, Fr-ance, and Italy, appeart from a loucr 'tu« Crurir',s fro«~
and chat lie applied hinmfcjfuhere, ta tbe Keliler, in the year 1624 iwhltremn, mnniiudy of mathermatics. tianing the Canon Mirificus, bc writes

In the I3ritifh Mufeum thcre arc twa thub, ' Nihil autein fupra I$eperianom ra,.
copies of this letter ta A nthony Bacon, the tioneom effe puto,: cWt Scowst.quiden Ji.
original cf which, is ini thc archbifhop's fcris ad Tyclionrrn, anYo:i5*,4, fcriptit,
Library au Lambeth, entitled, e-Slecrct in- ýanl (pem (.ecit Canq'nis iJlius mirihic
ventions, profitable and neceffarv, in thcfe %vhiich allufion agrves.with the i'1Jc;.lorr
days, for clic defecic of. this ili1ind, anid nsentioned by WGad in hi4 Atthenir üxori.
withlft:inding firangers, eniemies ta C,;od'& -ind explains ii in a vvây perltaly -canfn..
truth and religion,' which 1 have cau<cd nant ta the riglits cf~ plurIc as the invcntý.
ta bc printed, in the . Appendix ta this or.; concerninS wh¶.li, 1 <hiall take occa-
tra&. Thi%. lett« lr idaicd junc 7, ý 596, lion ta comr-ent. ini the account ci' i.
about whach tiMc it appcari, as thlail bc works - nor is-iz ta bc fuppoikd, that hb.d
fhcwn hereafrert that lie hâd - fêt, hirifelf this noble dilrcovery bcrnýprnpcrly:-appli.4
Io explore bis logýatichnîic canon. s a fcicncc, by u ili cc Byrgi us, or LuingD-

1 have enquired, withour 1ucrefi, amông montanus, Napier would have. becn unii-
il the deIccndants ci uhis'ominoent ptrfon, vcr.laily acknnwleiged by hiscctempora.
for papers or Icîteri, which miglît cluci. rire, as thvsir.difiuctd aîitlar of it- -.

date. iis dark part.oi bis hifiary; and if .No mncn-in the vrorid. -arc fa jealous of
we confider tîxat Napier wu& a rcclufé ina. cacil othirr as, tilt, learneti, arud the leit
thernaticiant, living, ini a country very in- pl'iuible pretenct of, thiâ Corr,, couldmat
accefli bit ta littrary c6rrcipandcncec, wc- have Çailed ta produccea controvcrfyi, it
bave flot much roomn ta expicà, that thç tilt rtpublic ofierters, bath in Ia ie
mat diligïnt- explorations wouald f urnilh simeand afier i dcat h,. whlen is: étai Ces
mnueli to thtb purpofic, .,f having the pro. wcre founded ail, n/.4er Euri'pç..
grefs cf hi& Lludici. Wc airhdcm uiae.t

Amrosîg Mi,.BIriggsus papeis preferved lenry Biigg~. mathrimaticai, ér*fWiffi
in ti'.Briiib Mufeurn, 1 looked for let. Grcfharn coflcg, [lis wonderfufýcanoti for,
ters from' Napier, but found anly what the logarithms%, that 1eaîrncd. profcoeoir fct,

.,NIr. B.riks calla his linitatio Neprira, Cive liimftulf ta applythruei î..lraià
applicatio omnium 'ferc regularum, fuis Nepcirea, whichi 1 bave aircady mcntîonedý-
Logirhniis p)cruincntiumn, ad Lagarith- and in a itctier ta archbilhop Ulher,-in tlh"'.
mos; i vhichý Çfeomi ta have been writueji year 16 1 -, he -erites thus; & Naipier,. lor&'
in tiie year, 1614, foi after the publica- cf Merchifl on, harh fi fc my he.. aaid hàndl:
tien of the Canon. .ar work wvith hi.% new. and àdmeabls ,Iaýý.

.T'hough the liut of a learned man is gariuhims. 1 hiope: ta Ice hilm iletummet%.
mcoranonly barren of events, anld beil un-. if i t pleafe God, - fair 1 never.f. a f'-àbockteiàlded in the acci)unt of his wvritings, dif. which pkca(cd rnc betrer, and mcem
cavc'rics, improvemnest, and corrc4pond. mort q6qonder.*
crnce with ilht lcarned mon of his age, yez lu tMay reémex'traa."dinary te quoté Lii
1 anxioufly Cought for famowhat- mire,- ly the a[Iraioger with rcfpot&t to-o,grèat-;
wvith relpeCt ta a charaàer 1 fa much ad.: man as Napier ; yet ai; the pafià7~e-A"prà.;-
msirçdji but ni'y -reCearches have hiitherto poÇc to tranfcribc <rOmr Lilly' âlîfcè:gv
been fruitlefs. -,.Perhap&- from the Joetes, a piecrelq'ut iiew of 'the nir6tihg 1,t w iri:

~îos.and'colle4tions of oitis'r Brigs and.çhc inventor ofi ie log4rîuiîrn<
Icarrîcd iindividuals, ta -hich 1 have hlot ut iiiercillon 'n'ar Edinhurgh,; 1 fh.,%l.tAr
lîad acccri, fameshîýng ni'ay boreafterbc it davvni in-'Se c -osiginai words, of 't ha tL
brouthr to Jigit: and one of..the induce. zmountcbànIzkn;Vo.
Meàis to-offor a ikoetch of.<'thiskind te the i will 'acquaioziyou with'onucmoa
-pblic, aslthe tçndeniry. it' ruay have to ble'ilory'related, uncèq m b Jli Mrr

nwg forth fucb informnaiioi3. lis: Plain *.


