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L I.:fl oﬁ lbe celcbraled“

Napier, lfuppofe, he then nmbnhcd the

holy fears "and commentaries of mafier’
,ChriNopher, Goodman. and as other great
mathematicianr ended fo he. began his ca-
reer with that mytlesious book,.

- 1 have not been able totrace Merchiflon
from the uni-erfity, till the publication of
his Plain Difcovery, at Edinburgh, in the
year1493 ; though Mackenzie, in his lives
and charaéers of the moft eminent wri-
ters of the Scottith nation, informs us
{without quotation, however, of any au-
thority) that he pafitd fome years abroad, -
in the Low Countries, France, and haly.
and that e applied himfe)f there, to the -
fludy of mathematics,

In the Britith Mufeum there are two
copies of this letter to Anthony Bacon, the
original of which, is in the archbxﬁop ]
library at Lambeth, entitled, ©Secret in-
ventions, profitable and neceffary, in thefe
days, for the defence of this nf]md, and
withftunding firangers, criemies to God's
truth and rchgnon. which I have caufed
to be printed, in the. Appendix to this
trad.  This letter isidated June 7, 3596,
about which time it appears, as Mall be
fhewn hercafter, that-he had- fet himfelf
20 explore his logarithmic caron.

1 have enquired, without fuccefs, among
all the defcendants of this' emident perfon,
for papers or-letters, which might cluci.
date this dark. part of his hnﬂory 3 and if
we confider that Napler was a reclufe ina-
thematician, living in a country very in-
acceflible to literary correfpondence, we-.
- have not much rooin to exped, that the
moft diligent. cxplornuons would- furnifh
much to the purpofe, .of having the pro.
greds of his fudies.

[Among Mr, Briggs's papers prc(erv:d
in the Britith Mufeum, { Jooked for let-
ters from Napier, but found only what
-Mr. Briggs calls his linitatio Neprira, five
applicatio omnium ferc’ regularum, fuis
Logarithmis pertinentium, ad Loparith-
mos; which feems .to have been written
in the year 1614, foon after the publ-ca-
. kion of the Canon. .

-"Fhough the life of a learned man is
ﬁcommonly barren of events, and beft un-.
folded in the account of his writings, dif-
covetics, improvements, and correfpond.
cnce with the lcarned men of his age, yet
1 anxioufly fought for fomewhat' mbre,’
with refpect to a charader I .fo much ad-
mired.; but my rcfearches have hitherto
been fruitlefs. « - Perhaps: from the letters,
books, - and colle&ions of- focieties ‘or of
Yearned individuals, tg which I have not
. had accefs, fomelhmg may - hercafter . be
brought to light’: "and one of the induce-
menis to offer a fketch of this'kind tothe
-public, is‘the t¢ndency. i’ may.. .have to
‘nng forth fuch mformanon. His; Plain_

" veral languages, pamcuhxly in; chh ‘uF
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ancover) ‘has been: prmted .broad*' nk-

Rochelle,in the year 1698, Svo. announa
ced in the ‘title,. as- runfed’ by luml’elt.

- Nothing cnuld be more-agrecable to:tie

’

- which pleafed me- better,
. _more wonder,* c -

4chry ‘Briggs,.

Rou.hellcrs, or to the huganots’ of, anee.
at this time, than the author’s s annUnNCia..
tion of the pope as-antichrift, which:ia
this book he has endeavourcd !a fet fortly
with much zeal and.erudition. - - i ~ -1
That Napier had begup, ahout: !he year
1593; that train of enquiry, whicliled him -
to his great atchicvement in amhmetié, .
appears from a Jetter to Cvurerus frocm
Keplcr, in the year 1624 ; wherein, mend
tioning the Canon Mirificus, be writes
thus, ¢ Nihil autem fupra Neperianam ra.
tionem cffe puto :  etfi Scotus guidem Ji.
teris ad Tychonrm, anne 1524, foriptig,

Jam fpem fecit Canonis illius mirificy;"™

‘which altufion agrees. with the idle flory
mentioned by Weed in his Athene Uxon,
and explains itin 2 way, perfe@tly ‘confo-
nant to the nght: cf Napler as the-invent-
or ; concerning which, 1 fhall take occa-
fion to comment. in the account of liix
works : norisi: to be fuppofed, that had
this noblcdifcovery been properlyiapplicd
to fcience, by Juslice Byrgius, or Longe-
moritanus, Napier would have .been uni-
verially acknowledged by his cctempora.

- ries, as lheund:f,.utcd author of ¥t,: - ..

No men-in the world are fo jealots of
each other as . the, learned, and the ledt
plauvdible pretence of, this fort,. could. not
have failed 1o produc: 2 controverfy, ‘in '
the republic of detters, both in .itis slifes
timeand after-his death, when his: ptaafn_
were founded all nver Europe,, o005 -

When Napicr:had ccmmumc:ted to Mr.
mathematical profeffer.in .
Grefham college, his’ wondcr{ul canch. for
the logarithms, that ledrned- profc(i‘or fc!:
himfelf to apply the rules'in his .Imitatie.
Nepcirea, which [ have already mentiohe
and in a letter to archbithop Utheryin t
year 1614, he writes thus, ¢ Napier,ilord”
of Merchiflon, hath fet my he.d and| hal’ldl ;
ar work with his new. and -adinirable 1oz
garithms. [ hope to fee him (higTimmen:
if it pleale God,- for I never.f-w.a:book’
:nd made' Y

1t may feem extraa? dmary to quote Lil.
ly the aflrologer with refpect to.fo.greata.
man as Napier ; yet as the paffage: |; pros-
pofe to tranfcribe from Lilly’s- hfe, gwct

" a pi@terefque view of the meeling betwixg.

-',mountebankknave. Do i

blo

Briggs and_the i inventor of .the lobar.llxm:{
at Merchilton near Edinhurigh; 1 thall ¢
it down' invthe: ougmal uords, of "that

- Lwill acquaint:you s w:th ons. mgmora
ﬂo:y relat,cd:' 4




