
THE FIRST CANADIANS IN FRANCE

stretcher-bearers, whirled away into
the darkness of the forest on the road
to the station. Tt was a clear, cold
niglit. The ground was hardeined by
the f rost, and the pale quarter-moon
east a9 faint chiil lighit over the trees.

Reggy and 1 clambered into the
colonel's car as it started, and in a
moment wP, were moving swiftly
through the gaunt, trembling shadows
of the wood. As we approaehed the
turniug of the rond, we couild sec in
the distance the flashing headliglits
of Cther motors from the English hos-
pital, as they, too, sped toward the
train.

When we reaehed the station a con-
rtant streamn of vehicles was pouring
tbroiigb the gates, and as fast as each
car or ambulance arrived it was back-
ed into the waiting Une. Every few
yardsa carbide jets spluttered lun the
wind, adding their fltful glare to the
straugeness of the scene.

Atter about au hour's wait the
shriil whistle of the ineoming Frerch
train warued us that ouir vigil was
almoat over. In a f ew minutes more
the coaches, each with its big Red
Cog came clankiug slowly into the
Station-yard, Car after car passed
by: one, two, tbree, ten, twenty-it
,was a tremendous train. At last it

stpethe doors opened, and we
jhour first glimpse of the brave
beswbo had held the line.

Doeso! Scots aud Engliali bat-
taos were represeuted, but there

ueero Canadiani save ourselves as
ye, i France. Some of the boys eould
sad or walk, and they clambered

glw u ad palnfully down the ateep
gtp and stood in littie wouderixig

Qeus.Gd knows they looked tired,
and heirclothes were stili eovered
wthh dried mud from the treixches;
for uing a battie, speed aud the
neýesites f the moment are the im-

portat thigs-te refinemeuts of
eivliatonmust await time aud op-

p *tniy Manywere soking cigar-

there the slightest groan or sound of
complaint. They waited with soldier-
]y buit pathetie paitience until we were
rendyv to take care of thrim.

One tail young man who wqq stand-
ing apart from the others and whoae
face, was inusuially pale approacrhed
me and sautd. isI right hndç waf;
thriust into the bosom of hi. coat, aud
with bis left hie nervously drew a
cigarette from bis pocket.'

«Wouild you mind helping me liglit
thiq, sirt bc he sked respiect fully. "I
can't protect the match f romn the
wind.»'

Ts I ssistedl hlm 1 inquired: «HTave
von had your riglit hand wouindedt

S ec you*keep it in your coat,"
'«It'., not exactly that, sir," he re-

plied, with a f aint emnile. "I have nio
right hand-had it blowu off this
morring." lIe drew the bandaged
stump from bis breast as lie spoke
and held it mmp for inspection.

"But you imuat be suffering friglit-
fullyl» i exclaimed lu pity, surpriaed
at bis coolness.

'«It does give mie 'gip' uow aud
again. 1 can bear it b-etter wbeu 1
smnoke," and lie puilled trenmulously at
bis cigarette.

1 helped the brave fetlow imto oe
o! the waitiug muotors and turued to
see what 1 could do for the others.
There were dozens with bandaged
feet wbo limped slowly teward the
ambulances.

"What has happened to yen
chapsr' 1 inquired, as 1 came to a
group of six, ail apparently suffering
froni the samne condition, sud who
could scareely walk.

«T'rench feet, sir," they answered
readily.

At the timne this was a new disease
to me, but we soon saw ail too much.
o! it. It corresponds quite closely to
what ln Canada la known as chili-
bla .in, but la mucli more paiuful, and
is in some ways equivalent to froot-
bite. It la caused by prolonged lim-
mersion ln ice-cold water or liquid
mmmd. In those days, tee, the trenehes
were not as well buit as they are te-


