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shocked every one extremely-—as well
it might; but.thero séomed no possible
way of accounting for it. It was gener-
ally belioved that’it could not have been
an aceident; but he was not known to
have a single cnemy. Ile was a just
landlord, thongh cortainly not a genc-
rous one. The county was singularly
exempt from agrarian outrages, either
on the part of landlord or tenant, for the
name has been curiously enough—by
mere foree of prejudice—Ilimited to one
side. No landlord had committed an
agrarian outrage on his tenant—legally
or otherwise—by throwing him out of
Louse and home, to starve by the way-
side; no tenant had taken into his hand
the vengeance which belongs only to
God, or brought on himself or his family
the curse of the murderer. But if Lord
‘KElmsdale’s death was not an agrarian
outrage, what was it ?

“We will not ask you to tell us the
name of the person whom you suspect,
but if you will tell us some of the
‘grounds of -suspicion,” and O'Sullivan
looked round, as if to include the whole
party in the “we.” :

The Judge made 2 sign to the servants
to_retire. They dare not disobey, but
they left the room with manifest re-
luctance, Five minutes afterwards, the
butler found the incorrigible page with
his ear to the keyhole of the door. He
was again boxed and kicked, but, with
that wonderful facility for enduring ill-
usage which seems inhevent in the boy-
kind of a certain class, he was up again
at the post of vantage the very moment
the butler disappeared to discuss events
in the house-keeper's room: Co

“ My suspicions,” replied the Colonel,
“ are, I believe, founded on fact. = I had
alengthened interview with Lord Elms.
dale in connection with some magisterial
business, and he informed me there had
been some difficulties with his servants,
and with some of the people on the pro-
perty.” R :

“But I presume hedid not mention
any particular individual, or any par-
ticular circumstances 7 -

“ Well, not exactly, but I could quite
.gather who .the person was, and what
the circumstances-were.” IR

“You have your suspicions, in fact,”
"-'observed the lawyer, with an cmphasis
“‘on:the leading word.. - : ‘

A - gontleman yemarked that: he
thought it very unlikely any tonant or
dopendent . of Lord lilmsdale’s would
have murdered:him in cold blood by the
wayside, and suggestod there was pro-
bably some mystery about the atfnir
which time would olucidate. ~ But
Colonel Everard had a fixed; and, as wo
said, edueational erped, that overy Irish-
man of the lower classes was anembryo-
murderer,-and that it only needed some
slight provocation to develop his. pro-
pensity into crime. e only vegrotted
that law, as administered in India, could
not bo put into cxeeution in Ireland
under present cirenmstances. “There,
sir,” he continued, ““the matter would
soon have been settled. I have my
suspicions; I would have made them
public at once, as a matier of duty;
several men  would have been arrested,
and two or three shot as an example.”

“Law, but not justice; and it.is a
question if it promotes the ends which
it is intended to eftect.”

CHAPTER VIIIL
MORE CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE.

g, 2 I hope I
am not too late. I am anxious toem-
ploy your good taste in the selection of
a Christmas present for my wife. Now,
what do you think she would like ?”

Miss Callan looked very much grati-
fied. The Head Constable was notwont
to be complimentary to women-kind, or
to pay complimentary visits.

“ T have a sweet thing in bonnet rib-
bons; and there's them new shawls, I'm
sure nothing could be more illegant,
and just fit for a lady like Mrs. igan,
sir.” » E : .

Bean had been taking a general in-
spection of Miss Callan’s ' shop. e~
could not see even the ghost of a comfoil-
er, or woollen searf. = He was consider-
ably annoyed to find that it would prob--
ably take him a very much-longer time
than he could'spare toextract theinfor-
mation he wished from the woman, with-
out excitingher curiosity; or giving risé¢'
to even the faintest'suspicion. @ :

He just wished to'asceitain two facts’;
had Miss Callan sold any:comforters;
with a gold threadat the' bottom wheis -
thefringe dépended; and to wlhom had'
she sold:'them'? - Moredver, Ko got thi:

“ Gioopn evening, Miss Callan.



