*“Yes, yes! it 1:\\or1h nluln, that. )ou tiree—

together and undivided—should doit.”"
‘Chen dropping their hands each turned to her

bridegroom.

Veronice spolie (o her lover: )
« If my lover permits theWinter l\m"tolcmc
aur walls alive, T would rather be theslain vietim
“iof tlic Winter King than his bride. -So help me
1" God with his blessing ! '
: Frauziska spoke to her lover:
«1f my lover lets the Winter King live ever
; this night, 1 would sooner- wed o corpse than
him'; and he may forever expeet the wedding
day in vain. * So help me God with his Dlessing!”
Jucoben spoke to her lover ¢ -
o The key of '‘my bridal q.luunl)ori vill now
~and forever be lost, if the: morning, does not
. brmf'm) henrt's best loved, his war sword purple-
red with the blood of the Winter King.” -7
Tlie three - bridegrooms were startled ; but
~they soon rccmcred their spirits, on'secing the
thrée young l:\dxcs :.tmulm" l)elou_- them, anxious-
"y awaiting: their xepl) None' wished to' draw
q and ench was (]LSH'OII of being thie’ first
to prove_the ardor of his’ IO)e by 'm_ne_llcroic
Therefore they ploxlli:lell thit the ‘\le
should never aguin belold the” suu.\ The
now took leave of their bri ides, \ho o\ullmw ‘sut
cumcrsm" of the (lenlhlubh "101} of their ]0\ ors,
of their Loxgnlgc. llu._xr‘ _lcmlcl T11CSS, und Im.xll_} of
the:eatldom and its territories; and the’ manner
~in-which thoy sheiild divide it.
The yoilnw men confurred together, and imme-
('lmtclv went to' the Inn of the Dragon, ealled for
“drink, enqulre(l nilubly amongat the strangors
“who the Knight might be, w hero e would sleep,
and i hc \\ouhl have a tine room, '.lhcy knew
[ every lmolc and- eorner in l.he houﬂc. nn(l thL\
. drank till lnte in the night. ! !
CrAE daybrenl twelve of the strangers rmle
hnsu].\ awny inrthe stormy weather, 3¢ thir-
“teenth' lny dead-in bed, bathed in his. blood he t
““had three mortal wounds, ' None knew \\'ho he}
& nevertheless the hast assarted that he was
“noL the King ;-and he was right ; for’ the! Win-
ter King fortunatély escaped to, ]lull.md w horc
he lived muny years.
‘Che Dend Guest w nsmlcn’ud that day, butnol
in-the hely’ groun(l, the “neeustomed:: place {or
- Catholic Cln-mmns 3 buty ns.n probublc heretic,
at tho cross rouds, without hyinn or pm} o,
‘The three young Indiés were, inthe m atime, -
usly awaiting the arrival of iheir lovcrs, to.
i _theln the sweet 1cwqrtl—buc lho) u'mcnol.
lwy sentafter themin ull the streots awl l\o :
~but no onel sectl them nflcl' ‘midnight, - The
““host, luq wife; and his servant man said nothing -
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. nl)om W horn they were znm-, xuul what he_v kaew
L

‘of them. ©

The “poor’ jomng maidens. grieved
bitterly, nnd'wopl ‘pight - and *duy, rég_ré!--’_-
ting the vuin and frivolous origin of the request
they had demamded of men, so hamlsome, nnd
so true.”. The merry Jacoben -was the most se-
verely ' afllicted, for she, for their cnjoyment,
had unwnmlnd the dangerous ‘design on the lifo
of the Winter King. Two Llu\s had elapsed
since the night of misturtune ; the thicd was ra-
pidly drawing to u close, and neither the young
ludies nov their parents had learned anything
concerning the young men, - On the evening of
the third day there was & knock at Jacobes’s
door, and a strange gent leman enteved, and enquir-
ed for Jacobea, who wa sitting by her rents,

“weeping,  The stranger presented a letter, which

a young man had ‘given him on the way, und
\\lm_h he had promised to deliver. - Oh ! how
eent was the joy -of Jucobes ! the letter was
iromlmr]mcr . Ea
It was fast getting dark, ‘untl the mother hns- o
tened to light two I.xmps. in order to read the . o
lettery and to have x ln.um view of the stranger.
1le \\xla 4 man® .|buut thirty
ld 5 v dcr m ﬁ"mn, Llulhotl emn'e

‘shoulders—his umlcr ulncnts were mllc]\,
"Lut his boots were w lulc—nt iis. side -he wore
sword, whose hilt was gold,ornariiented with pre-
_cious slonc’:.‘; On his fingers were rings gemmed -~ 1.
'\\nh bnlh'm(s of jumense value. The fire of* ;-
"his Black eyes displayed the. impetuosity. of his - -+ !
.disposition. ' His complexion, which was pale,. -
-seemed still more so, {vom the contrust his attire’
“afforded, 1lis appearanee was princely andmo-"
hle. e sat down while the father read \hclener L
which was u)m.hcrl in lhe ﬁ»llomn" terms :

“We hxnc Iut the wrong pevson, never! Lhclus; ;
sweet- hem-l be of good cheer. 1 gutojoin theur--

wy ngulnsl bohcmm beenirse Ilost the key ol your:
bridal chumber ; uml I will:search for another:

3 bride who will not ask Jof her lover o rcd(lcnm
sword, Cumfon ur=cll"|s [(lo m) sclf i1 re- T

" turn you \uu\' m\"

“Lhe ring clrmpcd from lhu lcm-r .-\'s hm' "
lather went on reading the letter, Jucobea nearly X
fainted. . P
The father and mother ronsolul their poor-
daughier, .'m(l the :lruugcr gracefnlly said
SIFL | know n l.hut the wicked fcllow made-
me l]m léurer,of such covil udma.. ﬂni :llrc as L
um the' Cotmt of br.lbéln,* Lwould In ¢ be;ro\\-:
A on him ﬂ\t. h\essm" of Ji '\co\)en, withmy gm)\\ M
s\\oxd Dry \'om' benuuﬁll ey es,‘s“eet gul ! LW
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