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in. nearer, fIae iacuiier ssoi discovered i in il the
object ot his wait(ch, anad haistn to apprise the

couit. Il iound iii in a spaaiois hjali, seated
in a Massy carved! chir, aid aacliag the motions
of his page, wiho, resting ona a eisihioaa ut lis fue,
wsas amausing hiisel' awitii ltle gamiahbols of a smail
grei'uiinIdaai thait frisiCesa airouiind laci .

'[te conur. was ': iui about tit years of
ge, (f' a spare nkaal and raither haiak visnig,
wihose expression denoed ait ue inaluch timidity

and iiervousness, and iuii seiaeifsteema. Oni
lis hiad iras peareled a speria iiec, :vbicia
seenaaud greaaaly to e'joy the caresses occnsion-
ail>Ly iestowed apnia it-anuw bending aisaim ' tlhem

'witl a JoW, quiet murnar--andi nowa iuliag
its tfeathers, iiarilflaay iipeking aind iibiniiag ait

Ilae iand thait foillsd. it. AS tlhe falconier
enairei tie aiiparaanaenaa, the biri lccoaie tias

stepa of iiim alose car liad rasssred 'ii, nud,
sikinag ils wniags with a joyti sere:m, .ssemed

to invite lis approach.
"Is the barik arrivel fromt Bielliniio ?" eiuired

Cuit OLtrado of tle aitw comer, to ariaom: his
attention aras tuis directed. .

"Lt iras close ait iaai, maly lori, nisi I lift
Li rIacivelina,' as tu eaiely, " a by ihis tinse

Michels and lais saon Arigozzo ist Lbe On sucre."
'Tie comaaac g av ter inaic io ia *iaIs cf

Lis lagi, aitih orders tu bestowa il in Ite fialconry,
aaaui in a fewa niaaiites lae and flac liieoier', Atm-
brose, were jined by a ae boatmen fromi Bellano ;

ic 'ither, aI stout, healthiy Old mian ; the'sui, a,
line yoatLi o fire-and-t aiy..

Wseome, Mihel," said fIte coInt t Lte
aider of' fIte tio. " Wiat tidings bearestfhsoua-
gond or evil?"

'Tiaat is as iL ay 'iri out, noble s i,".an-
swrered Michael; ba t undoubtedlaa it is yoir
ua'dshiips is tohar tue events of the day ?.

ThIas t aier maale ai signal ut' aasseaaa, and tlhe
boatmlan wvent on

'WIiVe avers all asseibledi, aamy lord count, in
front o the iarcibishopa's palace, aiien the hour
strikaes, tia ibel rings, and ou. on.t e lerace
coes ain ili'favoared scoundrel, with alfta score
of scribes and pliarisee abost iiiuIalls ae out
a sheepskin or twro-speais iuana long oralion
rail of iard words, anl ends by declaring Chat
ie Liiaonties-bless tue maarIa !-aid iilhvays
aen hoai serviiiias of lhe ioniastcry. Aye, and

maaintained toc, that in toisi Of oar servitude-
ais le pirased it-our lienis were kept shavred,

ani that only laLly as. cur iair Ilisocéal to
griy. ,ieard cver any oae a miore raseally lis !'

B3Lit,"ý interrapted tie coutl " inuit proof eof
Liis tui le bring tO i'vai rI ? ie alid nsot surcly.
bring winfsses te tiaIt I cca:' nover to ive
besena te case ?"

Witnesses !" resumedaa the old main, ' i arr-
runt ye hie dsia--scores of fhem-f iows wiho for
fiae îaesling of aI fig would swrear -to ale greatest
lie the devil ever isented."

Wel, iit followed ?"

"Wlh', javiena the erafly oui fox ihaad ifished.
foratl tes s ur o ca t ieif s, Lorenzo Garba-

gnate, ani tells tiam plumip and plain that are ars
le VaIIssaaIs OI fIle abltf. aIad not a Ihair. maore-

thatL is nevr iadi been lais bond servants, ani
n'ever woulid be; nd then, Ifi prove ilis sayings.
li irings 'snar his ariwhiesses-ail cld men

fromt the ei iglboii'iuhou acre. Anad iaen ciao
judge -1

Deciles in your 'avour, I trust ?"
NOt h ; lait ue rises aid sa rs '1 lere are

anitiesses ready' tu swarr saie ahinig-there aire
otcis ready tu swreair fIte very opposite : I enaa

yil resience Lu iieither a let tLe ciase b t'ied
by the j o(g .i

"iBy the judgmensaat cf Oa!" echosedl tue couit.
En i si, masîer mine! Ajad tisen ih croird

fell tu sihouating and einpping of tieir iands, as if
ae had iVel givn a ist righitans jaadigmiieti. Let
it lie Ie oridal atf ilae reh-laot iron !' sries saei

'- ehIng! irs.at:'er; lait the alaiaot's
adoeatIe hai stuled beforeaa o fIn tle Ordeal by

iattle, aind thae ordea i la>'iatiifia lae sair'e it asif'
"It aamuast e fIhei essa Justibuis r: sculis, aith

club and sieid!" exslaimed Ile Couant di Balzo,
wvithi aI sapient air; " for as Iae mnatter cocerns

peasants, lias armas of cavaliers cannot lae alloiwed
themaa."

"ligit, fiy lord; witi club anild shielad it is."
A viO is thlie elianipici ef Liaioaifa in this

"'Ose cia ion, noble Sir' menieasiais ae aill
e soaeiiat ailicult tu find. iliai y'oi bat sei

the. srtiiiiy giant tlhe amoiks iave in rsaldi-
iess"

"Tai lIave refisel fIte challenge, Lien, like
arrant coIVarrds aIs ye are ?"

INay, aaaay, I said not liat. Iscre is Arrigozzo
weould iav stood foranrd on lias spot,.had I
allo-ed hiiiI''

" nA, i d ioters toc," added his son. " L
nonta lias bold spirits effroi, but thy are aiH
tramiielled,iike myself, iwitl those iao are more
afraid for them than they liare for thes lves."

"Aid iell for themi altey havce," rejoinel
Michael. "I wrill ake good leied yoi slip not
ie lensi for lae four days that intervene befora

le a'y of triai."
"Bu t," excliiuail the, falconer Ambèose, aris

Iid bei as interested listenei te this conversa-
tsin ay ce not, tou, lira chamapioni a

nay'self avill give ai hItziiraid uii, er Li fonfi
should ba a e liard Uesaci."


