ing néarer, llu. lul(.unul' soon dlbLD\LlL‘(l in it the §
object of’ his “uu chy, and hastened ro apprise the
count. e found hint ina ions hall, seated

5]

; ina'massy carved chair, and watching the motions '

of his pagre, whe, resting on n‘cusllion ut his feet,
wits amusing himsell with the "'umbul: uf 2 siall
greyhonnd llun, frisked nround ther
The count was a mun. about fifty years of
age, of o spare muke and rather lank visuge,
whose expression denoted at onee nuch timidicy
and nervoushess, amd much seli-es
“his, hand was pefehed o superh l.lll.un. wwhich
scemed grently to enjoy the caresses- oc
ull_v hestowed upon it—now bending under them
‘with. o low, yuiet wurmur—and. now . rullling
its feathers, fumiliarly pecking ‘and nibbling at
the hand that fondled - it. © As the fuleoner
cnlurul the apartment, the bird lcw'rmsud the
‘slup of him - whose- eare had ‘réared | ity and,
shaking its wings with a Jo_‘lul set lfn,‘.%ccnmd
© to invite his approach.
%[5 the burk urrived from Bellano ? euqlmcll
Count Oltrado of the new comer, to \\hom his
attention wus thus (lllc(.t(.d

: LI.)'LI‘ ru'\.'clin;
‘Michael and hi

the pajge, W ll‘lll\.)ll‘(]l.'l:s {o ustow it in the ﬁilcmi‘x'y,

unﬂ in a few minutes he and the fulconer, Am-
\ brose, were juined by the boatmen from Bellano ;
! " the lather, u stout, heutthy old man lllc son, 2
1t dine )outh ol five-und-tw Olll\'
Vs \\'clcomc, Michuel,” snid the couur. lo thc
elder of the wo. e Wll.lt luh s buurc:.l. lhou—
gond orevil 27
. “Phat s us it may lm'n om, noble sir," .m-
swered Michael ;. % but: llmluul)le(llj it is 30ur
lux'(lalnp wish to hear the events of the day #”
“he master mude o smml of assent, and lhc
ontmi \\ent on: o o
We \\cre all’ nsscmblul, my ](nd connt, in
front of the urdlblshups puluce, when the hoir
strikes, thc bell rings, and out.on.the terrace

b

.. comes an ill-favoured scotmdrel, with half'a score.

. of seribes and pliarisees about him—pulls me ous
< sheepskin or two-—speaks me n long oration
fill of hard words, and cuds I)) ducluun" that
we Limontines—bless the mark !—had ﬂl\\n_)s
“heen’ hond servants of the monastery.  Aye, and

7+ maintained too, that in token of our servitude—
ns. he plu' sed it—our Tends were kept shaved,
nnd that’ on]y lulel} was. nur hair ullowcd ‘to
grow,., Hemd aver, nn) one n mmc raseully lio!™.
~‘]3ut." mlcrrupted the cnun(. “ what' proof of
this did. he bring f '\\md° He dul not smcly
brm" \\'llnes%s to’w hat I know nn\or ‘1o diave
l-een the

do:.t. ut luuul, my Ior(l \\hen I]clc.

“Witnesses ! resumed the old man, * [ war-".
runt ye he did—scores of them—{ellows who for
the pecling of a fig would swenr - to Lhe greatest
lie the devil c\u'm\cmul L

“Well, what followed 27 :

ey hy, when 'the eralty old fox lmd ﬁmshed.
' louh steps owr ‘own advocate, Lovenzo Garbas
gnate, and tells them plump and plain that we aro

the vassals of the abbot, and not a whir more—
that we never had been his bond sevvants, and
never would bes and then, to prove his sayings,
he Lrings forward his witnesses—all old men
from “the neighbourhvud here. And then the :
judge ” o
“ Decides in your favour, T (rust " ’
*Not. he; but he rises and says: ¢Ilere are’
witnesses ready to swear one thing—there are
other ly to swear " the very opposu I ean
“yield credence to neither ; let the uxu:u lu. uu.d
by lhc_;u(l"monl.u( God.'” ' i
‘“ By the judgment of God ! " schaed thc count.
* 4 Even so, master mine! And then the crowd
fell to shouting and clapping of their-hands, as i
he had given umost righteous judgment, ‘Lot
it he th ordeal: v the - red=hot. iron ! eries on
LOf': eclhul"' il rodrs another ;! bt the ubbot’s
’ -nd\oc te hu(l sculu.l ln_ u:lmn(l on the m'dcnl by
imtllo, un(l the ordenl b_) ll.lllll. hc SUTe it wils, '

It must:be then cum just:[:us o scutis; with .,
¢l and shield "™ exclnimed the Comnt di Balzo,
with o sapient air; “for as the matter concerns
l)(."l-alllll:, the urms ol eay ulxcr.s unmut lJf.‘ allowed 1
lhem

’

.\ml who is the dumplun ofLunom.z in llus
usc"’ : g
L8 Our dmmpxon, nablc sir! mcthml\s e will ,
Le somewhat difficult to lmd “lnd )uu but seess
the s“urlh_) bmut thc monks h'uu in roudl-
ness —" . .

wYou! ‘Tnve; rcf'usud the (.lmllcn"'u lhcn,‘ hLo o
arrang cowards us ye are ¥ e

“ Nay, ny, I snic not that. - lere is Arrigonzo |
would have stood forumd on the spot hu.d 1
allowed him.” )

% Aye, and others ton," n(I(Ié(l his so'n. -“I.l-‘
tnonta. has bold - spirits enow, but they ‘are all
trammelled,like myself, with those who are more
afraid for them than they ave for themselves.”

“And well for them they have,” rejoined
Michael. I will tuke good heed you' slip. not
the leash for the four days that intervene bcfom
the day of trinl.”- )

“Tut," ‘exclnimed .the, f.llconer ‘Ambrose, “ho.'
hrul bcen nn mtmeste(l listener' {0’ this conversn
tion; % may- e nol, too, hir hnmplon- I
“myself will’ frive o hundréed scu( ere Lnnonm
shoul(l be so hnrd bested.” -




