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242 FLORENCE; OR, WIT AND WISDOM

.'hsfancée, who was immediatel
0 fh is n & i v o ' a i n e a t l > . i i a d v a n c e o f r e n c e , w h o La d m a r k e d h s d s a . s i d a r xunco sions however of his eloe pr x ty lamdn ha e dissatisfied air, ex.i.IlCOsejus oieve ofLiscloe roximit>.. claimed, with a sweet smile:.TO is tnfinite surprise and mortification, e " Come, my lord, I challenge you focheerfuv thts a rom bemng taiciturn and les 1 will uphold my rett Flr o aeer si h seeme i n e i i .o y p rty ora against your fieryfeetl s sed n exclent spirits, and pe.. Regis. We will choose Sir Edivard Westover forY C l s is.ed 'ith ber companion, whose satii- Umpire.bheiri us s bqite to her taste. Stil, to se " Forgive me, Miss Fitz-Hardinge I mustlier thns bsorbed by the attentions of a be uneourteous enough to decline your proposal,ad hado me stranger, a'oke no sentiments o as these epistles require an immediate reply. SirealIt in ,is breast. He felt too well asssured of Edward will have the kindness to excuse me toi. aftin, and though once the thought crossed the rest of the party, and Le will also supply myshe besoaorence love equalled your own, would place in the coming trial as skilfully as b. hasheb dsdbppy in your absence ?" it was rejected done heretofore." as"ite iadain. He had subject enough for discon- With a smiling and perfecty composed airthout xinrppiness ia er thougess spirit le bowed lowly to Florence, apologized to bntheraffeet-g the additional misery of doubt- companion, the lady Jacintha, who had lreadydrier tection. Sad, sorrowful indeed,was tha t found a substitute in a gentleman expectingdre o the Young nobleman, and though the preferment in the state through ber father's in-&Prn bhOrning breeze that lifted the brigbt locks . terest; then setting spurs to bis hora., was soce's bcw was full of balmy sweetness, it dis- out of sight,

'ltd the cloud of care that lurked in is We will not accompany Florence and erf reest Thou hts of regret, of bitterness, and further. Every sketch book and tourist's jour-ed, heoned upon him, and manfully as he nal, records similar excursions better told thauotheele could ndt banish them. In vain le our pen could render tbem; suffice it to say tbeynature' le l se.pe before him, so rich in arrired at the ruins, explored them, piebeas uri e iness; in vain he watched the bright talked about the fashions, whilst leaning aginstuade tramn .down in chequered ligLt and the old grass-grown tornbs of the dead that'Il~ hrou-,telgh n uieig
eh s b te and quivering foliage of slurbered beneath, or laughingly commented onSr Lirch bhepale leaved sycamore or the the quaint, rude devices of the time-worn funereal

el 'f ud of the stately oaks and slabs et their feet. Follow we St. Albans on hsn er ey journeyed--is rest- homeward path. Afier a time he slackeaed his
lesh gane hoer turned to the young girl before specd, and suffering the reins to fall on the nDke w e snas se soon to be mistress of that of Lis horse, proceeded at a pace which told hs
nobleemt , and again and again is heart letters were not of the urgent importance hoih h l earfui question, the question from Lad represented. Arrived at home,hedi
whe lie ev'er shudderingy recoiled: <S and flinging tbe bridie te the servant in waiting-su <to chosen iei and oiselyî' Revlving *ith an abruptnessa wsich heurpised the man.ap trug reflections, Le pursued is ent entered, and threw himself on the first s" the od too narrowv patbs and haunted dells met. But repose was favorable tonidl by the side of bis languid cem thought was at that moment anYthing but agre.abttrt ýof le ey emerged on a large and beautiful betih al omnigrget

11,011 tilî the> 1 a ui co able to the earL. Tormenting regrets for bis pro.e country l cipitate departure-self-reproach for yielding to
d the party proposed a trial of hth ar Florence reined in ber beautifu l Forence, rapidly succeeded ore another, and un.Se rcraift, she turned, and for the able to bear them longer, Le sprang up from therat 

couch and passed into the next apartment, endea-Liaif enere i, ad ceere, mylord.' I thought you 1oring by rapid motion to dispel bis Larrassingdouta initae 
Le bent, LMs strp! b.hugty

if a ce, the leader (f our party."0 f >ubts. Careless whither he bent his ste hIiun didel net 
lengtlîc-oe h picture galler.

e, e 1 da not itrude on you more thantue and sfi e or the picte 
t4e 5

'r, he rend in a tone which leviy5ofthe slitue aa tlns ftL lcte"ein vo fnder knbua Whee d ess semblances Of those whose cares -op, fi ans usan ae Le eys were long since hushed in the grave,
&,I sPaig "ne of Lis se-rvants ad va.nced at fullI ve acted ssitb a aotigpowcr on bis feig
t e Of letters arespectful boj, presented him when disturbed or irnitate o. his lb.hb. c ehd utbogtfrm dowih rirttd He pushed thet tw h S adustbrug t frem dor, wichto bis surprise was ajar, and entered.ng themn St. Albans teok theo ier paused, however, on the threshold, and half

>. put ther in Lis bosom, wben Pi>- retreated, for the apartment was not unocupiç .


