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42 FLORENCE; OR, WIT AND WISDOM. ‘
M

of hisﬁanck, who was immediately in advance of rence, who had marked his dissatisfied air, ex-
§ W, unconscious however of his close prox'imity. claimed, with a sweet smile: .
{ _ To his infinite surprise and mortification, he “_Co_mg my lord, I challenge you to a race.
» Perceived thyg so far from being taciturn and loss § I will uphold my pretty Flora against your fiery
) cheerfy), she seemed in excellent spirits, and per- { Regis. We will choose Sir Edward Westover for
ety satisieq with ber com anion, whose satiri- { umpire.” . e . ]
i Sl spinit was quite to her It’aste. Still, to see * Forgive me, Miss Fltz-IIardmge, but I must
{ her thus absorbed by the attentions of g young be uncourt:euns enong.zh to d.ochne your proposal,
“and andsome stranger awoke no sentimonts 0’;_ as these e]'nsllcs requxre‘nn immediate reply, Sir
j"ﬂ!ousy in his breas : He felt too well asssured of Edward will have the kmdness' to excuse me to
er "m‘CﬁOD, and though once the thought crossed the m‘f‘ of the pa’r ty m.'d be wxl! also supply oy
im; If Florence’s Io:e equalled ﬁmr:’)vm, would g!ace n (h; cor’:ung trial as ekilfully os he has
e 50 happy in your ebsence ?” it was rejected ¢ °‘“3."°"‘° ore. .
Mith disgain He had subject enough for discon- With a smiling and perfectly composed air,
. s g i ! i . .
0t ang unhappiness in her thoughless spirit, he bo“'ed IO':‘ lyl ;o %;lor.cn;e, a;:loiu;d to his
Mithoyy incurring the additional misery of doubt- § SOmPanion, t e Y -acintha, who ha l-lrea.»dy
g hep affection, Sad, sorro wiulindeed, was that { foU0d & substitute in a gentleman expecting
rive ¢o the yo;xng nobleman, ang tb'ough the § Preferment in the state through her father’s jn-
fnx‘ Torning breeze that lifted the bright locks | '¢Fest; then setting spurs to his horse, was soon
"0 i by was full of balmy sweétness, it di out of sight. :
ess, it dis- £
Pelleq 1o, the cloud of care S‘at lurked in his We will not accompany Florence .nd.he'r party
eFes. Thoughes of regret, of bitterness, ang § further. Every sketch book and tourist’s Jjoure
of read, thronged upon bi;z and manfully as he §{ Ml records similar excursions better told than
; ied, e COulda;\ot banish ’them. In v);in he { ©ur pen could render them; suffice it to say they
n‘::ke«!' °% the landsespe before him, so rich in g aTred ot the m";:.' xp ';l.td’the.m' sml.led;
mr:‘ S loveliness; in vain he watched the bright - 3 talked about the fas ‘ons, whilst leaning aguins
§
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b S Streamine down in chequered lioht and { the old grass-grown tombs of the dead that

{ de throye, th 7 h L > slursbered beneath, or laughingly commented on .
! the Silvop g 5 Bt and dliveriog foliage of the guaint, rude devices of the time-worn funereal

i o oser °r Lirch, the Pale leaved sycamore or the 9 '

inked boygh f th tel X slabs ot their feet. Follow we St. Albans on his
i ehesnnts under whigcl: tfxey j:u::;eg—-oﬁi: ,::l: bomeward path. Afier o time he slackened his
h.ss Blance €Yer turned 1o the young girl before § SPecd, and suffering the reins to fall on the neck
n"’ly *he who was g0 $00D to be mistress of that ; Of his horse, proceeded at g Pace which told his
; Doble emesne, ang 9gain and again his hear; | letters were not of .the urgent imp?nmco he
sy the fearfy] question, the question from { bad represented, Arrivedat bome,bedxsmonnhd,
;o Nhieh po ever shud deringly recoiled;: « gy, Al- { ond flinging the bridle to the servant in waiting
N s o Raet thou chogen well and wisely?” Revolvi vith an abruptness which surprised the man,
uch s y ng .

v Mturing reflections, he pursued his sileny § ©Ntered, and threw himself on the first gofa he
of')t‘hlhrough the narrow Paths and haunted dells { ™et But repose was favorable to thought, and

a 0: olgl %00d, by the side of his languid com. | thought was at that Woment anything but agree-
. s till ¢h
Xteny of leve) coantry, ; cipitate departure—-self-reproach for yielding to

<
§
they emerged on 8 larze and beantify] ; able to the earl, Tormenting regrets for his
‘ ;

his own weakness—impatjent feelings aguinst
Florence, rapidly succeeded ore another, and pn.
able 1o bear them longer, he Sprang up from the
couch and passed into the Dext apartment, endes- |
voring by rapid motion to dispel his harrassing
Yance, 11 K doubts.  Curcless whither he bent his steps, he
i No, iy » the leader of gur party. found Limself at length before the picture gallery,
Dify ‘Vnr'e w1 did nog jniruge oD you more than { The solitude and stillness of the place, the view
e%ﬂvm-e.d € Teturned iy 4 tone which he vainly i of (he lifelesss semblunces of those whose cares -
Wy *healg 10 renger kind ss usyg], While be § and Jjoys were long since bushed in the grave,
i &gy, and"g_tme of his servants advanced 8t full {. ever acted with o soothing power on his feelings
le of l:l"h # respectfu] bow, Presented him | when disturbed or irritated, He pushed the
izh ers which he had just brought from' door, which to his surprise was ajar, and entered,
g Silegy) Oring town, St. Albans took them | He Ppaused, however, on tle threshold, and half
Y Put ther in his bosom, when Flo- retreated, for the apartment was Dot unoccupied,

€r
g © One of e Party proposed & trial of
ul.ed"t:r‘d 25 Florence reined in her Leautify)
Arsg gy ¢ €T agt gift, she turacd, and for the
o, Pereeiveq him.
Te in M you here, my lord! I thought You
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