or Lk 50 beautiful as you do to-mght,” returned |
the bo) 3~ and there will be no one to see us, or
1o envy we my purtner. Oh! do cowe back to
the Lall-ruom!™

“Then itis vnly the diumunds, Henry, aud
the envy of the crowd, you covet,” said Rosa-
=1 des]nm. botd.”

*ibeis but a cld,” suid his fond muther,
regardivg b with waternul pride, *aud ‘tis
Livinan nature.”

M. Bradshuwe hud now discovered Rosamond,
wid he, gocssing the cause of ber itlness, urged
ber to return. “ Your aunt is waiting for you
in the ante-rooin. Your fricuds must excuse you
to-night.”  Rusamond gludly accepted his arm, !
and, bidding Mrs. Ponsonby and her son good ?
vight, she hustened from u scene which hud
occasioned hier so much mental anguish.

* And he did see e!” suid Rosuwnond, as she -
oucc more regarded her altered countenance and ¢
rich attire in the large chamber glass. * And what |
Las been the result? Coldvess snd contempt!
Oh! thut T could forget him-—could hate him—
for I now know beyuud a doubt that such are his
feelings towards me.  Alas! that I should betray
my weukness to him, for he wust have suspected
tie cause. I will urge my grandmother to leave
Bramnhy toworrow.” ¢

Rizamond was misinken when she thought
that slujer Sterufield had beheld her with indif-
ference. Though, taught by the world to conceal
his feelings mure effectuslly, his agitation was
scareely less thun her own; and it was pride alone,
that * first fuls: pussion of his breast,” that hind-
ered him from foiiowing her into the adjoining
roora, aud imploring her forgiveness for the
injuries he had heaped upon her.

His meciing with LRosamond was quite unex-
pected, and had been bronght about in the fol-
lowing manner: Mrs. Ponsonby’s husband was
a general officer in India, under whom he had
served; and when returning on leave of absence
to put in his claims for the Westholm property,
he had been commnissioned by his superior with
letters and yackages for his family at home.

“T'hese had been forwarded on his first arrival,
but his love affair with his cousin had hindered
him from paying his respects to Mrs. Ponsonby
in person; and after his final separation from
Rose, he hastened to perform his promise to the
Generul.  He happened to arrive on the very
evening of the ball, and had only just learned that
it was given in honor of Miss Sternfield’s visit
to their mutual relative, when the injared girl
sppeared before him in all her simple loveliness;
she looked so bevutiful, and appeared so happy
with her juvemle partuer, that, while gazing with f

wond, siily.
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wonder ou her ingenuous fuce, his faith in her
treachery was shaken, and he Legen ‘to suspect
that he alone wue the truitur; but when she
offered kit Ler hand in the duuce, sud their eves
wet, eud she suuk before him, lke oue siiiten
with & deudiy blight, he conld no longer doubt
that she had regarded Lim with affection, thut
she foved bite sifl.

—und e
receive ber ws she feil, when bis wrm was jut
Lack by Edwar lartland, who carricd ber from
therouin,

“Who is that gentlowan? ” lic dewanded of o
Lystinder.

“Squire Hurtlued-~the deaf aud dumb gon-
ticman,  An old friend of Mrs. Dunstanviile’s.”

Mujor Siernfiedd bit his lip.  1Iv could not but
admire the noble furm aud Learing of his silent
rival; but he hated him for Lis evident saporiority,
and, finding that neither Edgar nor Rusanioad
returned tv the bali-room, he left the scene, over-
whelmed with remorse, and more in love with
Rosamond thun be Lad ever been before,

If the victim of his jealous suspicions passeda
restless night, her vigils were shured Ly the
man, for whose suke she liad endured so much,
Restless and unbappy, be never sourht his conct,
but continued to pace his veom. brough the
remainder of the night.  Once he waue paver
from his desk, and attenupted to pea a long leiter
to Rose. Then sgain pride urged biw o vend the
document which would huve resiored Lim to her
favor, end to treat the whoie affair with o softy
disdain, that scorned to makze the least coucession,
although uiged by conscience that he alone was
to blame. First impressions nve from lesven,
and if acted upon, often lead to the n:nst happy
results; but after thoughts arve miugled with the
cold, selfish pulicy of man; aud the upportuuity
which wight have saved from ruin, is lost to
the over cautious for ever. So it was with
Major Sternfield; the power of regainiug Lis
position was offered to him, and the time wasted
in contemplating & failure, could never Le re-
trieved. The next morning, Rosumond and her
grandmother were on the road to Westholia—-
and Major Sternfield returned to Lomion.

CRAPTER XII.

A1l this is mine—these broad and faiv dowgains!
These sylvar wouds--thuse grassy slopivg Lilis:
Around wiose base the joyous, tinkling iills,

In lengthy Lrightuess, wind their silvery chaius,
WesTHOLM, an old castellated wansion, huilt
during the wars of the Whit and Red Rose, stuwd
in the midst of a decp valley, sarvounded on il
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