TRUTH.

In Washington the Government ave be-
ing constantly embarrassed about thy fin-
ances of the nation. It is not just thoe
gaute kind that the Hon. Fiance Minis-
ter of Canada has somotimes to grapple
with, however. Thore 18 no need of mak-
ing a summer trap to Bngland every year to
obtaina large loan on advantageous terms,
Tho great trouble is just what to do with
the surplus! Tho import dutics of the
United States are yot up to nearly tho
samo  high figure as in war times,
and tho manufacturing interests are rous-
od to tho highest pitch of opposition at
any attempt to lower them. What can
bo done under thocircumstances? There
is now reported to bo a surplus of one
hundred and fifty onc million dollars in
the Troasury, and the outlook indicates
still mero serious ombarassment in the
samne divection. Last year tho customs
dutivs wore lowered on a large number
of articles, but yet that has not yet met
tho casu. The customs recoipts for last
month wero a million and a half greater
thau for April of last year. There is stal)
a pretty largo national debt, but it is being
paid off faster than the bond holders do-
siro, end fastor than some decm 1t safe in
viow of financial disarrangements, Tgurn
wouldlike to do auything toassist them out
of such a grave dificuliy. How woulditde
to try a Minister of Railways at Washing-
ton! Ifa man with the sime resources
for suggostions can be found as one Trutut
has heard of, the chances would be there
would soon be few reasons for complaint
over an uncontrollable surplus.

A good many hard things are boing
siid by our neighbors about their Mor-
mon population, and a govd many harsh
romedies aro suggested in order to rid
the country of their presence and the de-
moralization of their mauners and cu:-
toms, but still thoy go on flourishing and
multiplying.  Last weok threo hundred
and cighteen converts to Mormonism ar-
rived at Now York from Great Britain,
and they made at once for the “Land of
Promise.” More are soon to be looked
for. The work goes steadily on, and all
the Acts and Courts arraying themsolves
against the system do not stay its pro-
geess. Genoral McCook, the present U.S.
Comm n ling oflicer in Utah, has evidently
given careful study to the question, and
ho roports that ho bolieves kindness and
calculation arc lost on the Mormons. His
suggestion is to apply the horoic treat-
ment of martial law with a firm hand.
Tho chances are that the time serving
politicians in control of afflairs at Wash-
ington will not atterapt anything of that
kind. Tho evil, liko the slavery system,
will probably continuo until somo desper-
ato remedy will havo to be applied as a
measure of national safety.

Tho Freo Trado party in the United
States aro now making capital fur them-
selves over tho,condition of the wheat ex-
port trado.  Itis well known that the
demand for Awerican wheat in the Eng-
hish market has greatly fallen off of late,
the supply being Jargely drawn from
Yndia.  Ono of tho leading papers pub-
highos tho viows of a Chicazo gran dealer
recontly returned from England, who
claums to havo taken great pains to study
tho grain question whilo abread. Mo
says that tho rcason why England now

draws from India iustead of America is
becauso it is to hor advantage to buy
wheat of a country that will tako her
manuafactured products in roturn for pay-
ment.  This is given as a great reason
why tho farmers on this side of the Atlan-
tic must give up tho idea of tho old-time
English demand for wheat, with the old-
time prices, or elso have a different trado
policy brought about in regard to the ad-
mission of English manufactures.  The
argument, if it is worth anything, applies
wi-h equal forer to Canaaga. TrurH docs
not pretend to wrestlo with the nuestion,
but meorely gives it in this form to its
many roadors for just what it may be
worth. .

Panama has the terrible reputation of
being one of tho deadliest localities
to which & man can go.  Tho death rate
in that locality is something terrible. It
tcems most unfortunats that it should be
8o, in viow of tho fact of the gigantic
and important undertaking of the great
Panama canal, The climate has beon
blamed for it all, but according to the
statcments of Dr. Wolfrod Nelson, a for-
mer resident of Montreal, much of the
ovil may be attributed to the disregard
of the people for sanilary laws. The
burial placeaabout the city are reported to
be in a terrible condition. A principal
one of them is so small that it has been
long vince filled, and is now being used
over and over again until the whole
groundnust be contaminated and pollut.
ed with diseaso producing matter. An-
other is vepresented as a series of im-
mense vaults where the Lodies are not
placed under ground at all for a consider-
able time, and then the remains aro cast
into heaps without much, if any, ade-
quate carth covering. If such state-
ments are correct no wonder the locality
is so plaguc-stricken.  Now that the
placo is assuming so much cimmercial
importance, nu doubt the evils will bo re-
moved, so far as they well can be, by
men of more cunlightened ideas than the
inhabitants appear to bo.  But tha cli.
mato thero is a bad one, anyway.

Boston appoars to be u good deal ex-
ercised about its milk supply. Adultera-
tion i8 the great trouble. The State
Board of Agriculture has taken tho mat-
ter in hand and thorough investigations
have been mado in regard to tho question
of tho purity of the milk sold. The pub-
lished roport is anything but pleasant
reading for those who may bo counted as
the victims.  According to it vory little
of the milk retailed in the ¢ity is tho hon-
cst genuino article, such as overy pur-
chaser should ha®™: The report says
that “it is, for tho most part, skimmed,
oxtended with water, recslored with car-
mel, and it is often treated with boracic
acid, that it may bo kopt in tho dealer's
posscssion longer than it would bo pos.
sibloif it wasin a natural condition.”
The sinof all thisislaid principally at
tho small rotailers who distributo it from
house to house. The honest farmer has
not cheated to any conmderablo oxtent,
and tho honest can t never oven suspect-
ed of choating. How thiugs may hoat
homo about this most necessary and most
desirablo of all nrticles of huwan food
TrurH docs not know. .
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Tho bad xoport from Boston makes one
feol o litHe suspicious, snyway, Too
great vigilanco carnot be used.  The
hoad of tho family -ought to be fuirly
alivo to the fact of how much the health
and happiness of the household dopends
ou a bountiful supply of pure milk overy
day. Ofcourso*'no well rogulated family
should be without it.” It would bea
very prudent thing t~ .o to always keep
an oyo on the milk man, and an occasion”
al lvok out, if possible, whero tho cows
are kopt, what kind of wator thoy drink,
and whether swill slaps or such slush is
supplied as » part of their food. Many
fovors and many deaths have occurred
from tho use of milk made impuro becauso
«f the impure water the cows have drauk,
and many cluldren have been made sick
and possibly delicate forli.'y because of
the impure milk from swill-slop fed cows.
The family man may always havo his
hands pretty full, but the character of the
milk supply ought never to be over.
looked.

It has been too much the custom in
many of the small municipalities and
country places. in this Provinco to send
their poor and their ncedy sick to the
larga cities, to be cared for in somo way,
The city hospitals are frequently consider-
ably occupied by patients belonging to
distant municipalities making no contri
bution whatever to assist in the maintain.
anco of such humane institutions. The
truth is that too many of the country
municipalities ara too much afraid of tax-
ation to bo either gencroas or just iu re-
gard to the proper caro of their poor and
sick. The most of theso localities are
taxed much more lightly thau the cities
to which their needy ones are sent. The
Kingston Hospital has, for years, beon in
tho habit of receiving and caring for a
largs number of uunfortunates from the
surrounding country for a long distance.
Recently these surrounding municipalities
have been all asked to contribute some-
thing cach year towards its maintainance.
Some may have responded genorously
cnough, but some have cortainly done so
in a niggardly manuner and somo not at
all, It is now resolved not to admit, ex-
cept at a special rato of pay, any patients
from locdlities no' contributing to the
maintainance of the institution. The re-
solution may appear like a harsh one, but
somo such step will bo necessary in regard
to all the city hospitals.

Ono of tho best possible ovidences that
tho climate of Canada is a healthy onc
lies in the fact that our last census report
shows that there were, at the {imo tho
enumeration was taken, onc hundred and
six residents in Ontario alofic one hundred
years old or ovor. There were nearly a
hundred moro contenarians living in other
parts of tho Dominion. It is much to be
doubted if any other country can boast of
80 largo a number of contenarians in pro-
portion to the population. Canada is
no doubt,a country welladapted to health,
and conscquently th long life, Qur
climato is good, our sky ia nearly always
bright and clear, the water is oxcollont,
noarly cverywhero, and our fruits and
vegetables are splendidly matured, There
is a reroarkablo inmunity in our country
from cpidemics or from almost any diseaso
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born and spending all their daya here
hardly roalizo to tho full extent theso
glorious advantages. They canmot bo tao
highly valued, however, and they ought
to havo their due weight in the .ninds of
those emigrants from tho old world who
deaire to botter their condition by finding
now homes this side of the Atlantic,

It is oncouraging to know that inany of
tho most onterprising citizons of Toronto
are showing commondable zeal it regard to
the success of the comning semi-contennial
demonstration. That zeal should become
general. A demonstration wock having
been decided upon everything in connoc-
tion with it should bo creditable to the
city and to tho occasion. Foutunatoly
Toronto has earned for itsolf a popular
roputation among strangers as a good city
to visit, and it would bo a moss serious
misfortune to its intercsts to allow that
roputation to be lost or oven diminished,
Some little apprehension exists in cortain
quarters leat the houses of entertainment
shall be tompted to give way to the tew,
tation of overcharging at that time. It s
sincorely to be hoped that all sush pro-
phets of evil may turn out to boe false pro-
phets.

The hotels aro the homes of the strang-
ers and from the treatment received there
much of tho impression of the character
of the whole city is formed. Whatover
precaution can be taken against anything
like advautago or extortion shonld bo
taken with great caro. Strangers don’t
enjoy being fleeced and are not much
givén to returning to localities where they
haveance had an unpleasant experience.
Niagara Falls is a horrid exawmple in this
line, and 1t i said that Montreal hias a
very unsavory reputation after tho
maunner in which some purveyors in that
city laid on the charges during last
winter’s carnival. Quebec is « ften shun-
ned because of the unpleasant suspicion
in that line. The intorests at stato are
too important tobe lightly esteemed,
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In Engund tho question about the
proper disposal of dead bodies is being
earnestly considered. It is  question of
moro interest than mere sentimentalism.
It is eaid that within a comparatively
small radius of the city of London there
aro now no less than two imillion bodics
buried not yet fully dccomposed. Around
all tho other great cities in that old and
densely populated country the number of
burials within the last fow years must
have been also very great.  “Tho cffeet of
all these on the public health, in ono way
or another, is probably imuch moro serious
than many would supposs who have not
given carcful consideration to the wholo
subject. It is little wonder, therefore
that the question of cromating—burning '
in plainer English—decad bodies s recciv-
ing agreat deal of consideration, and its ad-
vocates aro on the increaso. Many are
almest horror stricken with the bare sug-
gestion at firat, but no doubt, much of
that sentimontal feoling will dio away if
cvor any such prastico of disposing of tho
dead should becomo general.

Aa conterprising business man in
Georgia, Col. Fort, has just struck on a
chosp and offective means of draining a

,’b




