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L ITERATURE may fot tic the founda.
lion upon which nations are built, but

without literature national fle can scarcely
bit dtvelol)td. And the literature must be
humne-made arnd flot foreign. That which
is botta ai the genhius af a forcign pen may
demnand out' attention and excite our admira-
tion. llut it is when the soul af a native
sings. and qings of the hoioeland. o! its
traditions, of ils history and of its pirculiar-
ities. that there i5 cxcitcd within us that
spirit which is the gerni of ait national lité.

Canada is flot without her national litera-
turc. And, whjlr that literature niay flot bc.
perhaps. much larger than a grain af mustard
sei. when compared wath that ai oather
nations, yet we have somcthing more
than even fillih upon whmch ta build
aur expectations ofilns enlargement /
We know. wve can sec that it is ex-
panding, and that stcadily.

A recent evidence af this is the
appeatance <rom the press of WVilliamn
Bniggs of a littît book ai poems.
eSangs ai the Settltiient, and Other

l'otins." from the pen af Thomas
O'Hagan. *rhere are, in ait. 39
pacmis. and the most ai thcmi have a
Canadian tnvironinent. and the bebt
of thcm certaialy have.

In the arrangement af the pems.
great judgment has been displayed.
for the 'very first. -Ana Idyl af the
Farm». brings ane in sympathy at
once waîh the wark. And. whether
possrcsig (atm lie expertence or flot.
rnost ai us will bc quate ready tu agret
iih the author îvhen l'. sangs ir. the
firilt Verse al the first patin

Oh. aille, . ) '% ir. .ttî .hevt, -f lire f."
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It is chargedi against the malt ai us. and
with good reasan. that wc do flot, as Cana-
dians. realize tht grext detire wcwe ta the
sturdy pioncers wha. as tisey telled the
trcs, cîcared the way for civiliration as
as well as for craps. But this charge
cannaI bic levied against the author af the

-Sangs of thet ttlem'ent.'* for. intht »'The
oId haonter. - atter singing ai the struggles
and hardsbaps cf the early se.ttler
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tac. in the (ourth verse, pays this tribute to
hbu.

And lierc t, wt.et. ahe ,sienrth lims
Of tNs cgr huipy tand.

"Twa. bgIdeJ hi, the &race 0 olel
Dy baron& and patriot hatxL.

«IA Dirge ai the Seulîement Il Tht Dance
at McDougall's" and "A Lullaby af tht
Settlement - aie ail poems vibich cati up ta
us plancer lite in tht Dominion. « «A Lui-
laby ai tht Setulement' aes anc af the
pretticst litile pacms in tht collection, the
first verse ai wbich reads :

Flo.er cf tht (Ûfeýt rnuu'iinz of dawr..
S«"I Le char iumbe. tin ciadle or lichi.

ltock*el L' le gong or the ichin on îrersbop,
aft..hd hi' aht lultabi' voice or the nicha

Nature., thi' mother. ab kneling betide the,
IiIlinR ibi' dieizi.s ,.îh aile ii of bet char-a;

SImp, in ebir downy n..:, suece te tby cTaditeret,
aîerp.

Thomas O'Hagan. the author ai the
-Sangs ai tht Seuîlement,~ was bora near

THtOMAS CYItAGAN.

Toronta, and St. Nlichael's Callege. in that
city, and tht University af Ottawa wcre tht
chici institutaons at which hc reccived his
carly edlucation. aic graduated framn tht
latter in iSS.z. Since then. ht bas pursued
post-graduate studies in hîstary. English,
etc..* aI Syracuse and Carneli Universitits.
for which he halds the degre ai doctojai o
philosophy. llefore becaming known as a
paet. NIc. O'Hag4an had obtained soute
praminence as an educationist, h3ving badl
experience as a teacher in Roman Catholic
separate schaols, and ia high schýoIs and
colt-gi.%tt institutes.

Ilis farst volume oi poems -A Gate ai
Flowecs.- appeareri in 1887. and six years
later came his second volume." laI Drtamn.
land."I "Sangs af the Seulemet *' is now

beicie the public, and it is to be hoped the
littit volume ai 70 Pages wyul setute the
patronage il d eserves.

THE LATE P. 0. ALLAN.

P. C. Allan, fotrmerly one of the best-
known business can ain Toronto, died june
i9 as tht resut aio a paralytic stroke. De-
ceased was 66 yeaxs old. Mc. Aisan bad
btcn ia business as a bookscller on King
street, Toronto, for about 2o years. About
four years aga bc retired, se.iling out ta
Harold WVilson & Co., and since that tinie
until recently conducted a private bank in
Bermuda. where he awned much praperty.
Ht was born ia the narth af Scatland, and
came ta Canada about forty yeacs aga. Ht
was well known in Brantford aad Chathamnt

_twha-ce he lived befare settling in
g'onta. Dtceased itaves three sans,

e twao daughters, and a widow. Tht
sons are Mr. J. C. Allan. af Bermuda;-
Dr. T. M. Allan, also ai Bermuda,
and MIr. Fred. Allan, of Toronto;-
-Irs. A. J. Roiston, wife ai the mai-

ager ai tht Great WVest Insurance
Company for tht Maritime Provinces,
and Nits. Sinclair are the daughters.
.%rs. Il. C. Allant lîves in Toronto.

THE LATE ALEX. TAYLOR.

The news ai the death by drowntng
ai INr. Alex. Taylor. baokseller.
Winnipeg. was rtceived with regret
by the trade in easrern Canada. where
he was well known. he having a
nuaiber ai years ago lived in Lindsay.
where hc was a clerk in tht store of
R Porter. WVhen ht settled in Wian-
nipeg bis first employaient was with
thetle WV. H. Lyons, as clerk. Ht
aiterwards managed a store for the
same gentleman at Portage la Prairie.
On ieaving that place be took a posi-
tian an tht statianery department af
Donaldson Bros'. establishmient. one

ai tht paoner business hauses af in~:nipeg,
where be warked for several years. Ht
then went into partnership with Mr. joseph
Benson. purchased tht statiantry business
af MNr. J. B. Fergusan. and. since the disso-
lution ai tht firra some ytars aga. he carried
on a large baok and stationery business ia
bis awn naine, and for tht wast few ytars;
bas coaductedl ont cai tht fintst establish-
ments af tht kiad in western Canada.

Tht deceased vias 42 years ai age. Ht
ltaves four sisters and two brathers ai'd
severat other relatives.

Tht business is bclieved ta have a good
surplus. white, in addition ta this, dtceased,
carritd lufe insucance. and it is probable tht
the sisters will seutle with tht creditars and
carry on the business.


