
BOOKS AND NOTIONS

sideration. . jutait imleeting uf the Excuti'e Cio.
nuttee and liat (If the lToronto Di-,trict Association
w as lield. and N\Mr. irn gn nas appîmted as a deputa-
tissu l lirolLecl t ( )tt.ia lu end.nr to hi e the
miatter settled. The reuilt of thitt bsit wdi also bc
mide kiow n l at this imieettg NSo ihaît t A issouatns
l.ime been org.mited Sminte 1.st mtteetitg. 'itre was
but tînt lpu.iti mtade to) org.î aie sut h a body,
nhith n.Ls m.ade .it .a tmlite m hit-i ,uldot c omply
n til the ltetie, nor h. t I ste been aletg 1, t\ a
date. The pay oent ouf o1lli e rent by the Associatn
1. hardly n arranted b lte amttount receitel for meman-
Iers' fees. it would he nelIl to t onsider niethter or not
the expene <$60 per insntitt suld be coittntinutt.

Nlessrs. R. T. L.ancetield and J. IB. Ilean werc
Cier ted itebiters bon tle recmimotendation of the Exec.t
tive Coiuittee.

Ir. Jtlon Ross Robertsoni wats introduced as a re-
presentative of the Copyright Association, and ad-
dressed lthe mtteeltmg on the Coîpy'rigit question. He
ex>ained brietil the objcIts .timed at by that body and
al,-ed tle Association to co-operate wilt iten in
bringtng I)rcssuare upon Parhtamtent to pass a Dominon
Copyright Act which wtould afford sufficient protection
to authors and o nrs and be at the saime te advan-
tageous t0 the publishing trade and people of Canada.
Mr. Robertson .lso answerecd a nutmber of questons
relatmtg to the miatter.

M r. Rotiwcll, on beialf of lthe connittce appointed
io conîsider te proposed bill, reported favorably. ie
thotght it was time that tlic, as Booksellers, should
tnite to have a Copyright Bill. h'le one re portcd, he
thought, n as cnmpilet. It imigit be well for a con-
mittee of the Association to confer with the Copyright
Association on several natters in the bill. 1le sug-
gestel that blank meinorial sheoets be sent to every
ilookseiler Ithroughotut the country to gel thle signatures
of al in the book, stationery, printmng, and allied
trades. lie was icartilv in accord with the proposal.
Sote parts migit arect retaiiers a little, but they nould
have to give way a little to the publisiers. 'They'
siotld cach give va) Oit certain points t the otiter.

Mr. NIturch was afraid tt this Copyright Bill moeant
that the da>' for cieapt books in Canada n'as passed,
an t under it the Itiblishter wotild base a inger in
the pie but that the retailers w'ould not.

Nir. Sharpe did not agrce with this view.
M r. 1ryce reitmarked ithat it would not have tat

elect. if the proposcd Copyright Uion took place
betweecin Great Iritatm and the States, Canadians

otild never be in as satisfactory a position to get
one.

Nir liitchtisotn vanted time to consider the bill. It
hadl been drawn up by pubisiers and the' ntgit quite
unwitting'ly insert sotnething tat might be unfas (orable
to the retail Blookseller.

NIr. in mag agreed nttith itm. The nuuld each htate
to gie and take.

ir Iliuchison replied that, as a Bookseller, lie
vould like 1 take al ie could. .Latigiter.),

\ir. Rotuhw'ell mtoved, seconided b> Nir. Iutchison,
"rTe c'omnnittee appoxited to entquire inoto the Copty-

otght Iil ha1 tg reported 'favorably Io the meeting on
the pmIîosled inil, ue, the ntario liooksellers' Associa.

ton anembkd lcartily approve of the draft bill, and
we pledge ttmseles, as Booksellers, to rcnder ail as-
sistitnce potlible in mur power to aid the Copyright
Asojacition ti brinmg the mliatter prtperlyI beftore the
I tommiton Gt t'm ernmittent.:

The motion vas carried.
• NIr. Sharpe suggested the formation of a coinîttee

cmrefuilly selected and not identilied wvith the Copyrigit
Assoiattn, to icet that Association to discuss a few
inauntîr poimts not t lutte clear mt the proposet bill.

Mr.i iltitcistioi inoved, secon[Ied by Nir. Irvmigand
ai was agreed to, Il That the piesidiet of this Associa.
tion naine andti appomit a contttee of lBooksellers of
this city to confer with the coinuittece of the (.opynright
Associatoi, and to co.tperatc with lte iii settmig the
matter before the trade generaliy'."

''ie President appointed tie'folloîtsnmg gentleneni
Nies.rs. 11. Il uttchison, S. R. i lart, and H. L. Thomip.
sOn.

.\r. lrving gave an accotnt of htis efforts to have the
duty rtmoved fromn foreigin perodicals. lie had several
conferenices with the Ninaister of Customis and the
Cominttssioner. The Commtnissionier agreed tat if the
pflates wcre botnd in they vould conte in frce. lie
had that donc, but that was not stifficient, for lhe was
called tipon to pay duty because the>' werc not paged.
They made iimt pay duty one day and the next they
returniedi it to himo and tien made im pay it back the
third. 'lite departiment now' ield the money. How-
ever, the Minister had proinised hi that at the next
session of Parlianent ite would have the matter fixed
i a way that would be satisfactory to the trade. They
woildttowhaveto use their influence on the Postnaster-
General to reduace the postal raies on periodicals and
books.

Mor. Wilson said sonething should be clone regard-
ing the reduction of postage. le suggested that
petitions be sent round to Blooksellers to have signed
for presentation to the lostmaster-Geieral.

Mr. Rothwell thouaght the old coniittee should be
appointed to work tapon the new Postmnaster.Gencral.
H-e believed that the old rate of thre lier cent. on the
sale of stanps could be returned.

It w'as decided on motion of Mr. Wilson, seconded
by' Mr. Middleton, tat the Executive Comiattaîttee take
immnediate steps to acquaint the Postmnaster.General
of the injustice the Cantadian book and news trade are
suflering througi the facility afforded by the United
States postal law for supplying our customters with
Englisht and Ainerican periodicals and paper-covered
books. That petitions be prepared and sent to all the
trade throughout the cotintry for signature, asking for
a unifori rate of one cent per it. on this class of
itmatter.

Mr. Dyas reported that the office of the Association
w'as not patronzed to the extent that it should be, and
ite suggested that it be done away with. It would
bave a rental of $6o per ycar. This wvas agrced to on
motion of Mr. Tait, secondeci by Nr. G. Warwick.

The election of officers was then procecedcd with.
Nr. Sharpe, who was noninîated for the presidency,
said1 ie dti not care to accept it as there were other
imen who, hie thought, could fill the position better than
ie. Tite Association, Iowever, w'ould not hear of it,
and ie was unanimttotsly re.elected anid inuch ap-
plause. The other offices were filled as follows:-
\ice-presilents, B. A. Rothwlcl, W. Middleton; secre-
tary.-treastrer,j. J. 1yas;executiveconmnittee, Messrs.
Watson, Tait, Wilson, Cloke, and Bain.

Several members present reported upon the vork
done by tieir local Associations.

Mr. Wilson spoke for Middlese.x. itere iad been
a little trouble in Strathroy but tat had been satisfiac-
torily settled. In London an outside store iad cut


