G4 BOOKS AND NOTIONS

sideration, .\ jownt meeting of the Evecutive Com-
mttee and that of the Toronto District Association
was held, and Mr. Irving was appomted as a deputa-
ton to proceed to Ottana to endeasor 10 have the
matter settled. The result of that visit will also be
wade known at this meeting No Disttiet Associations
have been onzanized sinee last meeting. There was
but ane apphcation made o organze such i body,
swhich was wade at a tme when 1 wdd not comply
with the request, nor have 1 simce beenable to i a
date.  The payment of office rent by the Association
s hardly warranted by the amount received for mem-
Lers' fees. Tt would be well to consader whether or not
the expense (360 per annuin should be continued.

Messn, RoTL Lancetield and J. B Mclean were
clected members on the recommendation of the Execu-
tive Comumittee.

Mr. John Ross Robertson was introduced as a re-
presentatve of the Copyright Association, and ad-
dressed the meeting on the Copynght question,  He
explained brietly the objects aimed at by that body and
asked the Association to co.operate with them in
bringtng pressure upon Parhinent to pass a Domnion
Copyright Act which would afford sufficient protection
to authors and owners and be at the same time advan-
tageous to the publishing trade and people of Canada.
Mr. Robertson also answered a number of questions
relating to the matter.

Mr. Rothwell, on behalf of the committee appointed
1o consider the proposed bill, reported favorably. He
thought it was time that they, as Booksellers, should
unite to have a Copyright Bill. The onc reported, he
thought, was complete. It might be well for a com-
mittee of the Association to confer with the Copyright
Association on several matters in the bill.  He sug-
gosted that blank memoriial sheets be sent to every
Bookseller throughout the country to get the signatures
of all in the book, stationery, printing, and allied
trades.  He was heartily in accord with the proposal.
Some parts might atfect retailers alittle, but they would
have to give way a linde to the publishers. They
should cach give way on certain points to the other.

Mr. Murch was afraid that this Copyright Bill meant
that the day for cheap books in Canada was passed,
and that under it the publisher would have a finger in
the pic but that the retailers would not.

Mr. Sharpe did not agree with this view.

Mr. Bryce remarked that it would not have that
cffect.  If the proposed Copyright Union toak place
between Great Britun and the States, Canadians
would never be in as aatisfactory a position to get
onc.

Mr Hutchison wanted time to consider the bill, 1t
had been drmawn up by publishers and they right quite
unwittingly insert something that might be unfas orable
to the retarl Bookscller.

Me. Imang agreed with ham,
to pive and take.

Mr Hutchison replied that, as a Bookseller, he
would like to take all he could. . Laughter.}

Mr. Rothwell moved, seconded by Mr. Hutchison,
*The chmnnttee appointed to enquire into the Copy-
nght Bill having repornted favorably o the meeting on
the proposed hill, we, the Untario Booksellers™ Associa-
tun assembled, heartily approve of the draft bill, and
we pledge outselves, as Booksellers, to render all as-
sistance possible in our power to aid the Copyright
Association to brang the matter properly before the
Dominion Government.”

They would cach have

The motion was carried,

» Mr. Sharpe suggested the formation of a committee
irefully selected and not identitied with the Copyright
Assouation, to meet that Association to discuss a few
minor ponts not quite clear i the proposed hill,

Mr. Hutchisun maved, seccnded by Mr. Irving, and
it was agreed to, * That the president of this Associa-
tion namie and appont a comnuttee of Booksellers of
this aity to confer with the committee of the Copyright
Association, and to co.operate with them n setuny the
matter before the trade gencerally.”

The President appointed the following gentlemen :
Messrs. H, Hutchison, S. R, Hart, and H. L. Thomp-
sSOn.

Mr. Irving gave an account of his efforts to have the
duty removed from foreign penodicals. He had several
conferences with the Minister of Customs and the
Commusstoner.  The Comnussioner agreed that of the
lates were bound in they would come in free. He
iad that done, but that was not sufficient, for he was
called upon to pay duty because they were not paged.
They made him pay duty one day and the next they
returned it to him and then made him pay it back the
third. The department now held the money. How-
cever, the Minister had promised him that at the next
session of Parliament he would have the matter fixed
n a way that would be satisfactory to the trade. They
wouldnowhaveto use their influence on the Postmaster-
General to reduce the postal rates on periodicals and
books.

Mr. Wilson said something should be done regard-
ingy the reduction of postage. He suggested that
petitions be sent round to Booksellers to have signed
for presentation to the Postmaster-General.

Mr. Rothwell thought the old committee should be
appointed to work upon the new Postmaster-General.
}‘lc believed that the old rate of three per cent. on the
sile of stamps could be returned.

It was decided on motion of Mr. Wilson, seconded
by Mr, Muddleton, that the Executive Commnttee take
immediate steps to acquaint the Postimaster-General
of the injustice the Canadian book and news trade are
suffering through the facility afforded by the United
States postal law for supplying our customers with
English and American periodicals and paper-covered
books. ‘That petitions be prepared and sent to all the
trade throughout the country for signature, asking for
a uniform rate of one cent per th, on this class of
matter.

Mr. Dyas reported that the office of the Association
was not patronized to the extent that it should be, and
he suggested that it be done away with. It would
save a rental of $60 per year. This was agreed to on
motion of Mr. T, seconded by Mr. G. Warwick.

The election of officers was then proceeded with.
Mr. Sharpe, who was nominated for the presidency,
said he did not care 10 accept 1t as there were other
men who, hie thought, could fill the position better than
he. The Association, however, would not hear of 11,
and he was unanimously rc-clected amid much ap-
plause. The other offices were filled as follows :—
Vice-presidents, B. A. Rothwell, \W. Middleton ; sccre-
tary-treasurer, J. J. Dyas; executive committee, Messrs.
Watson, Tait, Wilson, Cloke, and Bain.

Several members present reported upon the work
done by their local Associations.

Mr. Wilson spoke for Middlesex. There had been
a little trouble in Strathroy but that had been satisfac-
torily scttled, In London an outside store had cut



