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to sit ini court and hiear the evidence given by othiers as to facts,
and then give his opinion upon the facts so evidenced.

The old jibe, that "there are three kinds of liar-the liar,
the d-d liar and the expert witnes," had its origin. and derives
its vogue froin, this kind of expert evidlence, i.c., opinion evidence.
And it muiist be conceded that niost of its popularity is due to the
performances of nedicai witnesses.

It is not w'holly unjust. Tiiere is-there eau be--no doubt
that the extraordinary anties of some called as medical experts
are ini many cases a disgrace to the miedicai profesion-and that
it is liard to reconcile their conduet with any other theory than
that they are in the categrory of superlative liars-that they are
w~orse than even "adjective" liars.

But too miucli shouid not be nmade of mere differences uf
opinion. "Doctors differ"; but it is not Doctors of Mvedicine
al-tone -Doctors of Law~ are quite, as irreconcilable in their vîews;
while 1 presurne it would be hard to-find two Doctors of Divinity
who agreed on ail points. And Doctors of 111edicine have rnuchi
miore reason-"iexcuse" is not the righit word hiere-than these
or those. The divine has one text-boolz, to whose authority al
inust and do bow: the faets of his science are laid down in
the series of docuinents constituting his car on: ail hie liais to do,
is to interpret that whicli stands wvritten for his guidance. And
we ail know the confusion every day w'orse confounded of the
prof essors of the sciencer of theology. Mie divis-ions of the Chris-
tian Chureh. show flhe diversity of intrqrpretation of the one book
to whicli ail look as the standard anti binding authority. Nor
eau it be said tliat these divisions are not the resuit of honest
thouglit and conviction. Coliateral ancestors of my oivn on both
sides -%ere hianged because they refused to belong to a bishop-
governed cliurch-they lcnev-thie knowledge was a part of Vlîeir
very soul-that flhe Bible d-id not justify bishops. And whiie
Riddell and Renwick were on the scaffoid 1 amn sure they wouid,
hiad they had the power, as inflexibiy hiave inflicted the punishi-
ment of death upon those -%vlo did not believe as they, and whio
tolerated a bishop as a ruler and a governor over the Church.

-Persecution is- said to be a very easy forîn of virtue: but not for
the persecuted. Ail Ilistory for centuries is full of persecution
aind rnartyrdom for opinion-flic Jew persecuted the Christian

341


