
elleiy, lîaid lie L)eiî !ess a Simpletoii :î%n]d a eowNî'd die gre:It
inorcîenet, whichi resulted in Mgn Charta igolit hatve beîî
frustraied of its etTect.

The lîe-ad atud front of ttîis patriotie struggrle agrainist Johni
wvas, according, to ail historical tcstimioniy, Stepheni Langtoni,
Arc.libishiop of Caniiterbîiry, ably seconded by E'ail Pemnbroke,
Lordl Tasal he Arclibishop hand tiîne and agalîli i-cinionstrated
ivit> Che Kiig, sornetinies Ut the iîiiîîienit risk of bis life. Wheîî
the tinie for dlecisive action hiad arrivedi these wo mn Nwere flot
fouîîd wantinîg.

A.nd uiow we inay note brietly the cliief evenis, that led to the
conisuîiin,.'tioii of the nation's desires zind t1ie complete discoinfiture
of, the Rýiig.

In 121 3 Jhnrequested lus northern nobles to aid Miîn in a
-var with France. On iheir refusai thie King, becaine excedinglry
anigered and set Jimsetf to devise ineans of bringitig bis recalcitrant
iiobleýs to a sense of duty. In the ie-animîe two comncils hadul
been hield at the St. Albans and St. Pauls. 'Illie formner is the
first lîistorical inistanice of tlie suiminonls of repî'esentatives to a
niational Comicil. licre wvere assenubled besidles the Bislîops and
Barons, a represenitalive reeve and foinr min f romn eci townshîip.
liere too ic %vas that the reformns wilîi were nfterwqrds effi>cted
ivert' outhnied.

Durimg the grealier part of the niext year tie Rýingç was absent
on tic conitinient. Mille lie -,,as there the Baronis banded to-
geilier and1 pledged ]nuiui and eoncerteci action iii regard to thieir
dlaimis. Should these be refused tlîey agre-ed to witldraw tlîeir
fealty anud uniake war on1 theRig

On bis retrir Jolin made strentious but unavailiing efforts to
breakil up the conhl)inatioii against binui. 'Pie Churehl wvas proinisedl
a separate charter. Likze insidluis efforts on the part of the Ring
to gain over the baronis wcre equally withoui avait.

Pressed by the iriîned confedericy for thieir. just riglits, Johni
shifted and evadled. I-le atszedl for furtiier tiîne to coîîsidcr.
lus, eneinies tlienl pushied on to London. The Ringa tiien agreed
to miii ihcmn on groundf appointed at ihueir discretion to consider
tlieiî' daims anid grievinces. The place chosen by thc barons
wvas Runnymede, a grassy plane about hnalf-wvay between Odiham
and London.

(To be coutiucd.)


