thoughtless or selfish are some labor leaders.

any way upon his department, or upon the manner
in which be was conJucting, or miscondueting, that
department. We, on this side of the House, as hon.
gentlemen on the,side of the, House representing the
constituencies, like to voiee the grievance we have
to voi®% in this House at the present time arises from
the faet that the pricgs of food-stuffs have been
allowed to soar so higlPthat to-day it is practically
impossible for the ordifiary laborer to provide for
the actual and bare necessities of life,

“‘It reminds me of a friend of mine who was speak
ing of a neighbor and who said that he had a large
supply of very inaccurate, knowledge, There may'
be this difference between my friend’s figighbor and
the Minister of Labor, that while my friend’s neigh
bor and the Minister of Labor apparently has no
information at all, and, further directed, and his
labors are useless than that, his activities are mis-
directed, and his labors are useless, becanse he is
unable to point ouit any good that has come of these
labors, then 1 say they are misdireeted and useless
and a waste of time,”’

One would set down this prosaie roudelay to a
fyddled condition of the pressman, were it not that
on a former occasion the hon. member treated his
constituents to sentences equally opaque.

One of the chiefs of the Trades and Labof ('Wil
in Sydney, C, B. will not have conscription be¥ause
it is not a demoeratic measnre, In thig he is merely
echoing what had been said by the Simpsons of
Toronto, and more loudly by the Watters of Mon
treal. To me it appears that the bawling bodies are
badly mistaken Leaving out Germany, an absol-
ute monarehy, do the fellows mean to say that Brit
ain iy not in the best sense democratie; and then
there is Franee, a republie.  France has conserip
tion of a kind far more drastie than what is pro
posed for Canada. The United States has ever been
deemcd a demoeratie country. If conseription is
undemocratie, the wonder is that the people of th
United States—those who ape not aliens—have ac
eepted it without demus ‘ But  conseription s
remT"F democratic measure in that it applies to all

the people, high or low, rich or poor. If it ealls
upor the miner or the miner's son to fall ifto lid
it calls also npon the millionaire or the millipnaire's
son to do likewise, It is no respeeter of rank or riches
It is democratie in that it insists that what the
goose must do, so'must the gander, The same gentry
who deelare conseription to he undemocratic, say
they might be able to subseribe to it if it had, as
an accompaniment, conseription of wealth,  How
They
would have some men double toll. There are
thousands of men uugl’ony who are wéalthy,
Conseription is to a ply to them as individuals, as
well as to the day Ingomr‘ Are those to be asked to
give of their wealth as well as themselves, while the
day laborer gets off with, say a poll tax only. Con-
scription of wealth ! What are the fellows bawling
about. It cannot be done, It would be suicidal,
Wealth may be taxed, indeed it may be confiscated,
but what would follow.l ghn.o-.

The Federal Tfade Commission appointed by the
U. 8. Government to j e into prevailing high

prices of coal, have settled down earnestly to busi-
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ness, and are already doing grand work, as may be
gathered from the following authorized statement :

““The Federal Trade Commission desires to hear
from persons who know of instances of extortionate
prices being asked for coal, or where dnulors“m'u
making false announcements of ““eoal shortage’ in
order to raise prices and frighten people in suh-
mitting to extortion and unwarranted advances,
The Commission wants names, dates and facts, and
will vigorously take up and investigate mu] give
wide publicity to those that it finds inrh\kvmulm
these practices. There is absolutely no eaus l_wl‘
ARy ‘panic’ or panie prices, and the Trade Commis
sion i frowning upon either the operator, whole
saler; or retailer who does anything toward creat
ing an abnormal eondition, or who is asking abnor .
mal prices.’’

It must be admitted that the Commission’s way
ol Jinging down prices is quite simple, and is cer-
tainly novel, But neither its Simplieity nor its nov
elty should stand in the way of giving it a fair tria)
I am prepared to do my share of ** frowning,”” and if
my freely frank friends are to be believed T am a bhit
of an expert at the business. I go further and say
I am prepared to raise company, or may be a
battalion, who in a very short time ecan be drillad
into becoming erack frowners. In so laudab)e an
euterprise one should have the support of the Sydney
Post, Sydney Record Springhill Record and also
TYELY Paper in every mining: county, Indeed the
Halifax Herald and Chroniele mstead of eternally
frowning at each other nnuh\l "vigoronsly frown for
a while at rising coal prices. That would be a pat
riotic enterprise, whereas their accustomed mode of
frowning is not. The experiment is worth tryinz,
Instead of o« casionally frowning at onr relatives and
friends, and each other, let us all join a
f'rg\,\'llinu league, "’

““eoal price
If we keep in good standing in
this league, and live up to its one object, who knows
but the pfice of coal, undermined by persistent
frowning, will tumbl down in the course of timo,
say two years. If the new process turns out not {o
be a success, then it ean safely be left to time to
smooth ont the facial distortions superinduced by
testing an American patriotie notion,

We do not think that the two B’y had any author
ity for Saying that the new Union is to b
meautime, the Mine Workers of Nova 8¢
name has as yet been decided upon: hy t
of both Unions. There is, perhaps, more

I signifi-
eance in the words, ‘“‘but later the name may be

changed.’’ In some minds there is no doubt that
there will he efforts to have the name more embrae-
ing, but this cannot well be as the understanding ig
that the new Union shall he and remain a purely
provincial institution, [t i not n correet statement
to say that the funds of the Pp. W. A. have been
transferred to the new Union.  There can be no
transfer of funds to & nameless s¢ ety, or to a
society not yet incorporated. * An uc’:\fmﬂw Legis-
lature, it seems to us, will be necessary, before there
can be any transfer, But is there to be no recipro-
city! What about the funds of the U. M. W. of N, 8,
Surely a society elaiming to be popular is not with-
out funds.




