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of the entiuring anid ever increasing success of your
handiwork.

To you, Messrs. Principal and Profertsors, it must be
no less gratifying to find yourselves again in the act
of sending forth a brigade of young men into society,upon whose well-being, their trai ning anti instruction
un de r you is sure to tell with an efiect proportional to
thier numbers. I say brigade, because, although by
their avocations they must necessailiy be separated,
their influence, inspired from one common source,
mnust unceasingly operate upon society, just the same
as if it were that of a uniteti band engaged in the
battle of life.

1 ought, perbaps, also te congrat1ilee the other mem-
bers of Convocation upon what is heère passing to-day.
Xou, gentlemen, havingalready experienced the value
tu you of University training and culture, cannot but
rejoice in seeing that your ranks anti force in the com-
munity, anti especially in the several professions, are
about to be recruited, and extendeti by the allies you
wvill presently have in the younger men, Who, this day,
receive their acatiemical degrees anti honours. But I
must forbear to dwell on these points, that there may
be timie left for utterin ga few ivords of encouragement
to those young men t h emselves, as welt as to thoseWho, now in the position of alumni, are followving intheir footsteps. May you ail prosper in the neiv life you
are about to enter;- and, in order that you may do so, Iarn confident that your success will mainly tiepentiupon your faithful, observance of the precepts anti
example of the men whose paternal charge you are
about 10 leave. Whatever your respective attainruents
may be, anti that they are in many cases worthy of
admiration, witness the honors wvhich have been sho-
wered on you this day-do flot leave these academical
precincts under the impression that you have littie or
nothing more to acquire in the way of learning. You
will have doue well, if among yow' attainments, the
principal one be an aptitude for ýractising the best antimost certain methotis of increasing a given stock ofknowledge upon any subject to which you may hiereaf-ter chose to devote your attention.

Anti to you, young gentlemen, wvho are Alumîji, Iwould say that I lîeartily congratulate yoti upon theativent of your holidays. The members of convocation,anti your learned Preceptors, ivili., I hope, excuse myseiziug upon suclh a sentiment as grounis upon ivliichto express congratulation. The oldesî among us wereonce young, anti neithier can nor do forget that, thecommencement of the long vacation ivas always, afterIl, the Most joyous cpoch of academical life.
I ought, perhaps, before closiing my remarks, to adverîmore particular-ly to the advantages of university

educatiomi ant express my viewvs thereon with special
reference to the future of our younig counîtry-to castan eye forward t0 the time whichimus:tei.entuaîîy corne,when ini the iiterest of our community, there ought îlotto be Iounti wanting the services of men of the highesî,culture and miot inferior, in any respect, to the mostaccomplishieti men of other countries-to refer to thenecessity of maintaining a Iligh standard iii out highiest
seats of learning in order to enfhance to the utmost, the
character of our professions, the qualifications of our
teachers of ail grades, the efficienc y f Olr sclîools. Nordo I make the allusions with the id ea that anything. Icoulti say would be of a nature 10 afi'orti instruction tothe members of this learneti body. but merely to hintthat I arn in sympathy with you 'as regards ahi suchtopies, 1 can only say, iii conclusion, that 1 'visil ailsuccess to McGill University, enti I beg of the Convoca-
tion to accept my assurance that in what ever respect,

ini the position whichi I have the hionor to occupy il,
connection with publie etiucatioîî iii this Province, My
cooperation can be matie useful, 1 shail ahvays be reatiy
and most happy to exert fi.

The Hon. P. J. O. Chau.veau, ex-Superintendeît, of
Éducation, next spokie. Hie referreti with gratification Lo
the association hie hati formerly liati vi.th McGilI Uni-
versity. Hie atirireti the spirit of enterprise anti earnes t-
ness with which the Governors of this University hiat
devotet hemselves to the cultivation of knovledge iii
so many différent branches. Reference hati been matie
to sectarian Universities; hie wvas a member of three
Universities, 1w-o of which were sectarian, anti of 011e
of these hie then wore the costume. Sectarian institu-
tions ivere not of choice but of necessity. Althou ghl a
Professor of Roman Law, hie iati founti that necessity
knows no law. H1e titi not object 10 institutions tisa-
greeing so long as they agreeti to tisagree for the
purpose of agreeing. The speaker createti a gooti deal
of amusement by saying, that, as his successor in office
(Mr. Quirnet) hati spoken so eloquentiy iii French and
Latin, there wvas nothing left for hini to do by way of
originaîîty l'an 10 corne out with. tie only verses in
German tht had ever succeetied in mastering. [Laugh-
ter.] 11e proceedeti to reati the quotation, andt was
greeteti with muchi applause on resuming his seat.

The Vice -Chancellor reati his report of the past session,
referring particularly to the improvements matie, anti
to which reference wvill hereafler be matie.

Tho Rev. J. F. S-;evenson, L. L. B., closedti Ie meeting
by pouning the Benetietion.

THE DINNEn.L

Thle animal tinîmer of the G raduates' Socictv, a custoîn
that is followeti out iii ail well-es tablis lied Ùni'iversitjes
in other countries, is one that is carrieti out bo lime
fullest extent by the passed menof old McGili. Certainly,
our University cannot as yet boast 0f its owvn dining
hli, whereim mighit be hieldtihe aninual dinner. as
those of Oxford or Cambridige, but, if the hall is want..-
ing, the gootifellowship that exists among time memibers
of McGill is as strong anti hearty as ever existeti arnong
those Wvho a hait as their Alia Mater the Universities
of the Motherianti.

The McGill dinci Ibis yeam' was, periîaps, possessed
of more importance than' former unes. Arnong [lhe
guests w 'ere many of the mnost eminent nien of [he
Dominion and thoe United States. About eigôhlt o'cLoclç
some 100 or 1-20 gentlemen. were seateti round lime table
ini the ladies' dining room of the Windsor. The scelle
wvas a pleasant one. Gray-heaieti savants wvere chatîing
anti joking as Iively as thc beardless young graduate
who hiat i at the got fortune not to g-et " plongh'ted."
It was, certainly, in evcry sense of Ilie word, a friendly
brothe'rhood. of scholaî's. There 'were there mien wimo

hati assetidm best years of their life ini spreading
knil etge, aîmci wimù hat tuie satifaction of seeingr
round them their pupils, one anti ail standing- hiigh i
the ranks of the several professions, anti toiiî hon01ur
to their Aia Mater.

We are ver y sorry timat want of space precindes ouir
giving more than a brief notice of the many eloquemît
speeches that, were matie during the evcning, both ini
English, anti Frcnch. Many of the youinger g raduates,
in their remarks, tiisplayed highi oratorica i a bilit îes
that bids fair to some day place t.hen il, vcuy iîigriî
positions in bbe counicils of the couutry.C

Mr. J. J. Maclaren, Q. C., President of the Graduates'
Society, acteti as Chairman, hai0 onbsrgî0 rn
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