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power, that should bring ail tlîeir
faculties into subjection to the great
business of thieir lives. Nor were
thev disappointed. .After ten days
the H-oly Spirit camne clown, and their
lips were unsealed to go forth as
flanies of tire, and preach a crucified
and risen Saviour.

It is ibis powver-this unction-
this divine force-that the pulpit
needs t ) make it effective and con-
vincing. In itseit, poiver is a passion,
which ail men more or less desire.
lt is constitutional in man. To
possess authority, to enforce, to coin-
mand, to rnould and influence our
fellow-iiien, is flot only gratifying, but
a conimendable aspiration. Nor is
this desire for poiver subdued when a
inan, is converted to God, and cornes
under the sanctifying influences of
God's SpiriL ht is then intensîfied,
but divinely regulated and directed
towards nobler ends. This the min-
ister of Christ preèminently needs.
He should possess not only the gifts
and graces common to the average
Christian, but something wlich is his
distinctively as the servant of God.
Whiat then is spiritual power? Lt is
the pnwer of a Christian man whose
soul lias becoine the instrument of
(;xnd's ,Spirit in sav'ingr souls; the
ability to rnove nmen'r minds, to im-
press theni with a sense of eternal
realities, in a word, to change and
convert thenm. It is more than the
more possession of spiritual life.
Stephien iwas full of Cfii al;zd p.-er.
The oîie indicates the ordinary, tic
other tlîeuxtraordiniry Christian; the
one characterises the mass, the os.11er
tue exception.

'nsthn, was t c e- conferred
iprin the first preacliers flnot mental,
nor oratorical, n.)r miraculous (al-
thougli tîey possessed tiiese alsa in
varýyin, degrees): not Grck or Roman
forituide and prowecs%, b)ut the power
of a fullier, Ttogr icluer divinez lle,
including ciigitenmîuent of niind, on-

largement of heart and sanctification
of faculties, so as to miake themn
whetted swords and polishied shafts,
for subduing tic world uinto the truth!
This spiritual powver wvas flot akin to
wlîat men caîl genius - sornethinT
born witlîin thern, and requiring only
lit occasion to draw it out. Nor wvas
there given themn a new set of faculties,
but tlieir naturai powers were brought
under a divine force, that rendered
their subsequent career sublime and
transcendantly glorious!1

Noir, is this poiver limited to
apostolie days, or nma;' ail Christ's
ambassadors possess it? If so, how
is it to be conserved and increased?
Briefly I answer: First, by a consis-
tent lite-a life that stands well to-
gether; syinetrical and well formcd
-lke the seanuless robe without
flav. Often thii.z is the nnly element
of poiver that is nuanifst-so, con-
spicuous, that the nman needs not
otherwise avow bis religlion. It is like
the sun, whose presence is indicated
by the li.ght; or l1ike the fiowers, whose
fragrance permecates the atmuosphere.
Next cornes scriptural knowledge.
"Mmghlty in the Scriptures * mi-akes a

man powerful. A very small amnount
of Biblical knowledge mlay enable a,
man occasionaiiy to inîpress his felliw-
men, but not continunusfly. The
great secret of successfül Evangelists
lies in this fact. Their mind is a
storehouse of Bible truths, ever ready
at conmand. Nor is tiiere any Ian-
guagc equal to God's own for over-
cOnuing the natural opposition of the
hurnan heart. 'K is quick and lpower-
fui - slîarpor tlhan any tivo-ed-cd
siw,)rd. Finally, I mentinn, fellow-
ship, with Christ: living ncar the
E ternal ; drawing daily inspiration
frorn thc founitain Ji nd of IDivine love.
Whîat we are, ticrads upon thc powcer
witin us. No rman can strike with
a greater force tlîan the mîuicie pos-
sesses . i nm -tters not what îhcw~eapon
is, the force is iii the iîand. And so


