258 Life of the Rev.

who had the love of Cluist in his hoart.—
These were the days of moderation, in Britain,
and other cities besides Cambridge hud their
share of the evil. A cluss of men arose in the
reformed churches who expressed the greatest
contempt for those who preached tho doctrines
of the reformation. At thistime saysone well
capable of giving an opinion® & Along with
the clegant literature of our sister country did
the meagre arminianism of her church make
invasion among our clergy ; and we certainly
receded for a time from the good oid way of
our forefathers. This was the middle age of
the church, anage of cold and fecble rationality,
when Evangelism was derided as fanatical, and
its very phrascology was deemed an ignoble
and vulgar thing in the upper classes of society.
A morality without godliness—a certain pret-
tiness of sentiment, served up in tasteful and
weil-turned periods of composition—the ethics
of philosophy, or the academic chair, rather
than the ethics of the gospel—the speculations
of natural philosophy, and perhaps an ingenious
and scholur-like exposition of the credentials,
rather than a faithful exposition of the contents
of the New Testament—these for a time dis-
possessed the topics of other days, and occu-
picd that room in our pulpits, which had former-
lybeen given to thé demonstrations of sin and of
the Saviour.” As might be expected, good
men could not stand aloof when they witnessed
the doings of such men as these—they could
not remain silent when they found christian
ministers preaching the doctrines of Socratcs
and Senccca rather than of Christ, and subvert-
ing as far as they could the testimony of the
fathers of the reformationto the doctrines of
the Scriptures—and accordingly we find Mr.
Hill shortly after his enrolment at Cambridge,
Joining in that company who separated from
the ruling party and teok upa testimony for
the trath of the gospel. This step brought
down upon him much ard serious opposition,
and he'was induced at the time to ask counsel
of the celebrated George Whitfield. Mr. W’'s
answer was worthy of his great and excellent
character. He urges him to stcadfestness in
the path on which he had entered, asat once
that of duty and safety. ¢ About thirty years
ago™ he says writing in December, 1766, “the
master of Pembroke college where I was edii-
cated, took me to task for visiting the sick and
going to the prisons. Inmy hastel said, ¢ Sir,
if it displeaseth you, I will go no more¢™—my
heart smote me inmediately—I repented and
went again—Lc heard of it—threatencd—Dbut
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Rowland Hill,

for fear he should be looked upon as u persecus

tor, let me alone—the hearts of all arc in the

Redeciner’s hands. I would not have you give

way, no, not for a moment—the storm 1s too

great to hold long—visiting the sick and im-

prisoned, and instructing the ignorant, are the

very vitals of true and undefiled religion. If

threatened, denied degree, or expelled for s,

it will be the best degree you can take. A

glorious preparation for, and a blessed presage

of future uscfulness.,” 'This, with other ad-

viees which the letter contained, was sufficient

to strengthen the purpose of Mr. Hill. He

now began (January, 1767) to preach the gos-

pel in divers parts of England, and although he

was discountenanced in this work not only by

his tutors at colicge, but by hisparents, he was

not discournged. Ile believed he saw the

Lord’s work prospering in his hands, in the

awakening of many souls {rom the sleep of
death, and he was comforted. After gaining
the degree of B. A., at Cambridge, he was very
desirousof obtaining orders in the church. In
this however, he was sadly disappointed. No

fewer than six applications from as many bish-
ops were suctessively refused.  ¥le had pious
friends however, in the church who consoled
ang encouraged him in his Jabors, and he con-
tinued to preach the gospel over the country
to the edification of souls, making his father’s
house an asylum during the months of winter.
Mr. Hill was culvinistic in his religious princi-
ples, and when others whoat this time were
engaged in the same professed work with him-
self; spoke of the antimonian tendency of cal-
vanism in no very measured terms. Referring
to this, we find Mr. Hill thus expressing him-
self—<«1 bless God, it is our mercy (who are
called calvinists) that we can appeal to heaven,
as well as to the consciences of all our hearers,
that in the integrity of our hearts, we are ever
bearing the swiftesg witness against all iniqui-
1y, without the least reserve ; and that we are
making it the subject of almost every discourse,
that without holiness, personal and universal
holiness, no.man shall sce theLiord. Yet with
the greatest injustice, is Mr. Wesley ever
branding us with the detested name of Anti-
monians.”

MMr. Hill was married on the 23rd of May,
1773, and through the influence of his brother-
in-law, he wasraised to the office of Deacon, in
the church, in the hope of becoming a priest,
but in consequence of his irregularitics he was
refused full orders by the Bishop of Carlisle.
Tt docs siot appear thut Mr, Hill felt much dis-
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