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STATISTICAL RETURMS&
Information us to the extent *of the

ùirIemlership of our Church andl the num-
ber of our adherents, as ivell of those galh -
,ered ini congregations as of those yet
urîprovided wvitli spiritual ordinances,
would prove of much service. Were such
an ecclesiastical. censuis once accurately
obtained, the annual retuirns would prove
interesting, usc'ful and instructive. Now
telling of advance and progress, and stim-
ulating to exertion, here showing removals
by' death, and again chronicling additions
10 the roll of members fromn the ranks of
the young or the indifferent ; such details
would mark the history of the Church.
In order to effect this, a Commitice of the
Synod. might be charged with the duty,
and their annual report would be looked
for with interest. It might include a
statement of the sums3 contributcd by each
congregation to the support of the Pastor
and to the various schemes of the Church,
aind to Church or Mdanse erection. The
exhibiting fo r instance of such facts as those
relating 10 the increase in Cliurch mem-
bership of ce~rtain of our congregations, re-

ccntly referred to in our columns, would
not fail to prove encouragingy Io the whole
Church. H-enceforth our Church must be
in thc main a voluntary Church, and there-
fore the present is the proper lime for con-
sidering what mieasure3 will best conduce

to the maintenance of her etliciency, and
evince her adaptation to the change in her
circumstances. Arnongst these measures,
at some of whieh we have already glanced,
and at others design to glance from time to
time, we consider this matter of Statistical
Returns important, and trust to sec a Com.-
mittee charged by the next Synod witli their
collection, and cordially supported by the
Church in the efficient performance of
their duties.

TilE CilURCIL IN CANADA.

COMMISSION 0F SYNOD.

The Commission of Synod met accord-
ing to appointment, on the 3rd of October
at Kingston. There wvere present Doctors
Machar, Barclay, Williamson and Skin-
ner, Messrs Urquhart. George, William
Bain, Mowat, Macdonnell, Maclennan,
Burnet and MeKerras, Ministers, and
Judge Malloch and Mr. Mowat, Eiders.

Professor Williamson was appointed
Moderator, and, in the absence of the Clerk
th rough severe iIllness, the Rev. M r. Mow..
at wvas chosen to act as Clerk.

An application from the congregation at
Litchfield toj the Colonial Committee for
aid in paying off the deht on their ChÙrcii
having been laid before the Commission
for its approval, it was agreed to remit it
to the Preshytery of the bounds to be pre-
pared for being laid before the Synod at ils

next meeting accomipanied with a certified
copy of the title-deeds.

'The Commisio appointed Dr. Skinnier
and Mr. J. B. Mowat a Cm~te<
Jraw out snd transmit to ail the, congrea.
tions a Cireijlar upun the subject of the
collections for the College Buildings, urg*
ing the ponctuai paymnent of the instal-
ments still due by tlios congregations
whivli have alrendy subscribed, and calling
the attention of such as have not yet sub-
scribed to the imperative duty of makirîg
prompt and liberal contributions te this
very important object.

There wns read a letter from Mr. Johni
Whyte in reference to the sentence of sns-
pension passed upon him at the lnst meet-
ing of Synod. Several Members of Sy'fod,
iu whose neighbourhood, Mr. Whyte bas
been living, and who have had opportuni-
ties or becoming n cquainited with his de-
meanour since last meeting or Synod, were
heard regarding his conduct in his domes-
tic relations during that interval. Mr.
Whyte was also heard in fliriher explana-
tion of his viewsl and feelings.

After a long discussion the following
motions were proposed.
. It wAs moved by Mr.,Bîîrnet and sec-
onded by Dr. ýSkinner: That, inasmuch
as the decision or the Synod contemplated
the removal of the suspension of Mr.
Whyte w.henever the Commission had
receîved satisfactory evidence of his having
fulfilled the recommendation of the Synod,
exp-essing repentance for the past and agjý
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