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40 thousand adherents—making, in all, seven
Conferences here represented. f“_or some years

ast the Methodists throughout the Dominion
gave been ponder‘mg over the question of Union
whi:h has now culminated ir their present com-
ing together, and they will receive the congratu-
1ations of their Christian brethren of every name
that another thin partition wall has been re-
moved—another obsiructicn taken out of the
way, leading to that more comprehensive union
which the great Heart of Christendom is long-
ing for. Representatives were there from Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island
and even from that outside connecting link be-
tween the Dominion and Great Britain—New-
foundlard, which has thus, as a speaker re-
marked, been brought into the Confederation
« Methodigtically.” It is further important to
remark that in this Conference for the first time
an equal number of Lay DeuecaTes sat in con-
ference with the clergy—a concession, if it be
a concession, which we feel sure the Methodist
Church will never regret huvin%( made. The
vote for President having been taken by ballot,
the lot fell upon the Rev. Dr. Ryerson, the
Chief Superintendent of Education in Ontario,
whose reputation i3 wor d-wide a&s the founder
«of, perbaps, the best system bf public instrue-
tion in the world.

Proressor Tyxpaul's INACTGURAL ADDRESS
before the DBritish Assuciation for the advance-
ment of Science at Belfast, has been largely
commented upon by the public priss. That
tLe criticisms bestowed upon so able and elo-
quent an effort of g nius should have been so
generally adverse to the sentiments contained
1n it i3 not surprising when taken in connection
with the fact tha. he may be called the leader
of the materialistic scbool of philosophv We
do not profess to understand Mr. syndall’s
theories. In some of his philosophical s}.ecula-
tions he appears to us to be incomprehen-
sibly ©in nudibus,” and yet he appears to be
bonestly and carnestly in search of scientific
truth. No one pretends to say that the limit
of sciertific investigation has been reached.
Mauy results of enquiry, once scouted, are now
asccepted.  Perhaps all men don’t admit that
 fur ceons embracing untold millions of years
this earth has been the theatre of life and
death,” yet wany do whose Christianity is not
called in question. The sentence in his address
which has been specially animadverted upon is
that in which Professor Tyndall indicates his
idcas about creation, by saying that “matter
contains in itself the promise and potency ot
every torm and quality of Life.” A very obscure
sentence we should say. Elsewhere we find Lim
saying that ¢ the whole process of evolution is
the manifestation bf a Power wholly inscrutable
to the mntellect of man,” a=d he fin shes his re-
markable address with this singnlarly incom-
prehensible sentence — incomprehensible to
every believer in “the life everlasting.” ¢ Here,
however, I must quit a theme too great for me
to handle, but which will be handled by the
loftiest minds ages after you and I, like streaks
of morning cloud, shall have melted into the
infinite azure of the past.”
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Tae Historic OriaIN oF tae BiBLE.—By Ed-
win Cone Bissell,M.A., New York. Anson Ran-
dolph & Co., 1873. Pp. 432. Price $2.50,

Messrs. William Dryedale & Co., St. James
Street, Montreal, bave our thanks for a copy of
this very valuable book, which cannot fail to
become a standard work of reference. The his-
tory of the Book of hooks has an interest for
every studious Christian, and it is bere presented
in & very attractive form, and with a simplicity
of arrangement which greatly enhances its
value. Itis divided into three parts. The first,
sets forth the history of the English Bible from
the time that Caedmon, a pious monk of the
seventh century, who rendered certain portions
of the Old Testament into Anglo-Suxon verse,
and of the venerable Bede, who completed a
translation of St. Johw’s Gospel, A.D. 735, to
the time of Wiclif’s version—the first translation
of the whule Bible into English, and of Tyn-
dale’s—the first printed version, and through
the succeeding versions, until we come to the
80 called *“authorized version,” which the author
assures us was never formally authorized by
King James at all, but only by the proceedings
of a wholly informal asserwbly at Hampton
Court, very much in the same way that the
Scottish paraphrases never received the formal
approval of the General Assembiy. The New
Testament and the Old are treated separaiely,
the authorship and the canonical value of each
several bouk being thoroughly sifted aud dis-
cussed. In the Appendix there is a chronolo-
gical statement of lendiug opinions on Revisioy,
and a treatise on the Apocryola, exposing their
spurious origin, and stating the reasons for
their exclusion from the Canon of Holy Writ,
together with a copious index of authoritics
consulted in the preparation of the work. In
future numbers we shall give some extracts.

Tne CuiLprex's Hruwnar, By 4 CoMuiiTEE oF
THE GENERAL A3SEMBLY, price one penny : W,
Dryspate & Co., Montreal.

This i3 a recent collection of 100 hymns
printed by Blackwood & Souns, Ediuburgh,
and intended to be used in families and Sab-
bath Schools. It contains nearly all the beau-
tiful hywus to be found in the Scottish Hymnal
that are adapted to the capacities of children
and sume others, not in that collection, which
would sound very familiar in the ears of little
ones, but we are hardly prepared to say that it
comes fully up to the requirements of the
Modern Sunday Schoul; we recommend 1, how-
ever, to all superintendents and teachers for
their perusal, in the hope that their attentivn
may be drawn to the subject, and tbat as a re-
sult there may be issued from the Canadian
press before long, what wc¢ very much need,
s larger and more suitable collectior of hymns
{Jor the Sunday School then any that we now

ave.

“ErervaL LIFE " is the subject of an excel-
lent discourse delivered at the close of last
Session <f Knox College, Galesburgh, Iilinois,
the perusal of which pleasurably reminds us
of its author, the Rev. Alexander F. Kemp,
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