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displaying the tag of tho great ropublic over
them, but why such a thoroughly home
product as ico should bo decorated with &
forcign flag wo do not just undorstand
However, this has nothing to do with Labor
Day, properly speaking, asnd as wo have
alroady said is a trifling matter anyway.

BRITISH OOLUNBIA FRUIY.

Last week The Commercial reforred
oditorially to tho arrival in Winnipeg of tho
first carload of plums from British Columbia,
moking somo remarksin conncction thore-
with upon froight rates. Tho Commercial
hag siuce recoived a lottor from Mr. Xerr, of
the Canadian Pacific railway, upon this sub-
ject, which wo take the liberty of quoting.
Mpr. Korr says:

¢ In the sccond paragraph of your editorial
one would infer that prompt dispatch cannot
be given by this compavy s fmxﬁhb train
sorvice to frmt from British Columbia puints.
This, I suppose, is only a surmiso on your
part from tho romarks of Mr. Catherwood,
who patronized the oxpress service, and is
entirely at variance with tho results of tho
fast freight train servico at freight train
rates that we are now giving other British
Columbia fruit shippers. ur rates from
British Columbia arce precisely tho same to
Winnipeg as  the rates curront by the
Northern Pacific and Great Northern to Fargo
and St. Paul, viz., 8$1.12% per 100 lbs. from
interior British Columbia points and 81.25
from Bntish Columbia terminals. OQur
facilities for rapid trausit by freight train
servica are as good as the service provided by
the southern lines. I think a good deal of
the trouble in connection with the shipment
of British Columbia fruit to this market is
accounted for by tho fact that the growers do
not pick the fruit until it is too ripa to stand
transportation, neither do they pack it in the
same manner as the Americans to the south
of us. For long distance transportation de-
ciduous fruits must be handpicked and care-
fully pac.ed, otherwise the results will be
disastrous.”

Mr., Kerr's statomont cortainly outs the
matter in a very satisfactory light, so far as
froight rates and quick transporttion are
concerned, We certainly understood that
Mr. Catherwood “paid a high oxpress rate
because he could not get rapid transit by
froight, but it appears from Mr. Kerr's re-
marks that this was not necessary

As regards the quality of tho frnit in this
particular car, we stated last weok that it
arrived in good condition and sold well. This
was guite true asregards the condition on
arrival, but after the fruit had boeen here a
short time it began to rapidly collapse, show-
ing a great lack of keeping quality. We
noted this fact in our regular market report
last week, Our editorial romarks last woek
were based on the first impression of the fruit
on arrival, but a little later the poor keeping
quelity of the fruit became apparont, and
this fact was stated in our market re-
ports of last week.

If the British Columbia fruit growers aro
to secure and fhold a large trade here, thoy
will evidently bave to exerciso more caro in
picking and handling their fruit. Oregon
end Washington state fruit comes in here in
large quantitics and shows excellent keoping
quality, and certainly the British Columbia

fruit should do thosame if givon the samo
caro in handling. With the sawme freight
rates, and the duty in their favar, it will bo
entiroly their own fault, on account of caroe-
less packing, if the British Columbia fruit
growers do not sccure a large share of the
trado of this market. They might as well bo
told frankly, howover, at tho outset, that
thoy will nover gain a fuothold 1n this mar-
kot until thoy learn to handlo the fruit so as
to place it in this markov in as good con-
dition as that which comes in from the
Pacific coast states

EDITORIAL NOTES.

IT 18 roported from Duluth that 3 test has
been made with ono of the big elevators
thore, tosce what could be done with smutty
wheat, which is very provalent there, but tho
experimont proved & failure. With all the
appliances at hand the smut cvuld not bo re-
moved short of applying tho brush-scouring
process, Tho effect will be to prevent the
regular clovators from trying to do anything
with smutty wheat. Thero is nothing sur-
prising in this test, as it is well known to all
whoat handlers, that smut cannot bo doalt
with by the ordinary cleaning process. Even
the costly scouring process can hardly free it
from the foul odor which pormcats smutty
wheat, This difficult and expensive cleaning
systom must of necessity reduce very mater-

ially the price of smutted wheat.
* x
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AT the opening of the territorial assembly
at Regina lest week, Governor Mackintosh
eaid it might be interesting to the assembly
to know that the Dominion government have
decided to name, by oxder-in-council, all the
territories botween Alaska and Labrador.
The far nothwestern district will bo called

Yukon, Athabasca will be onlarged. The-

eastern portion will comprise Franklin and
Churchill, and to the far east Ungava. This
will onable the public to localize the distant
districts, and will be found very convenient
for goographical reference. While the gov-
ernment is doing this they should also abolish
the word * northwest,” as applicd to the
organized territories. From a geographical
point of vies the word is misapplied, and
socondly. the real official application of the
word is generally misunderstood, sometimes
being applied to Manitoba, sometimes to the
territories only, and at other times it is usad
to designate all the country west of the lakes.
Itisa vague term, it is usually used in a wrong
sonse, and when its uss is officially correct it
is 'geographically wrong, so that it would be
better to drop the word entirely,
* ( *

A Lance trade has been done in blue-
berries this season. The blucberries are
gothered in immonse quantities in the Rat
Portage district, whence thoy are shipped to
Winnipeg, and from here distributed through-
out the country. The mannor of packing
tho berries herctolore has been a drawback to
tho trade, &3 the packages have beon too large
and frail, tho large bark packages being par-

mode of packing, tho besries should have

ovon o widor domand for shipment, and this

yoar quite an improvement lias boen mate 1

tho packing. A regular size and style of

packago should be adopted, aud with a guod

package and uniformity of style, the domand

for thoe berries would mo douht bo onlarged.

It wonld nlso soem possible that somothing
might bo dono in the direction of canning
thoso berries. A canning factory has soveral
times boon talked of for Winnipeg, and here
isa line of fruit which could no doubt bo can-~
nod here to advantage, whilo there is also no
Tack of vegetables available here for canning
purposes, at very low prices. This year the
supply of vegetables such ascorn, peas, beans,
eto., has been practically unlimitod. It
really appears that the time has como that o
canning factory could be operated to good
advantage in Winnipeg. Thoro 18 a largoe
loral demand for canned gouds, and mauy of
tho lines which are now brought in from the
cast, could bo put up at home, thus encour-
aging local production, as well as saving
freight on goods now brought in from the
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S
EVERAL articles appearing in Manitoba®

papers of late, notably the Winnipeg Tribune,
rolating to tho grain trade, aro simply
scaondalous. Itis to be regietted thatany
journal will wilfully strive to stir up strife
botweon different classes of peoplo. But thel
Tribune bas becomo noted for its adherenceo|
to this policy for some time back, and it is
not surprising that it should now be trying,
to stir up trouble betweon the farmers and)
grain shipper. i

Do the grain buyers of Manitoba—tho
alleged combine for imstanco—control the
I*verpool and Chicago and New York and
Duiuth and all other great markets of tho
world ? If they do not, then how aro thoy to
blame for tho present position of wheat?
There in no reason to toliove that wheat
will soll any lower in Manitoba this season,
in comparison with tho world’smarkets, than
it has done in past years, In fact the
tandency has been to buy wheat on a smaller
margin than & fow years ago, Daring the
TShippitg season last ‘f&ll, wher prices werp |
solow to the Manitoba producers, the grain
s shippers of Winnipeg wore buying on a
closor margin than thoy over did beforo,
large quantities of wheat having been
_handled on 2 margin of §cent porbushal,
Thero has'beon-much talk by cortain papers
about the grain men trying to make capital
out of the frost to bear prices. Thisis ab-
surd. Any ono having any knowledge of
commercial conditions at all, would know
that damage by frost would havea tendency
to advance prices in tho markets gonerally,
and the moro grain men talk frost, the
greator would bo tho tendency to “bull®
prices. The Chicage market has beon
known to jump upward on the moro proe
diction of frost.,

Acheson & Burke, general storckespers,

Rosenicld, have dissolved, and Acheson will

ticularly objoctionable. With an improved | continue the business,



