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LIBERAL FIIEIGHT RIATES
Ever sixico the comtpletioii o! the tîtoit-

opoly Comîpact bet-xeptî the O.P.R aatd
the St. P. M. & M. Railway Coîpiuiies,
shîppers litera aîîd in tlie cast have beeti
on1 tiptoo waiting te sec wilat kiîîd o!
thirotsigi ratcs te the east arouitti the
nortlî shore o£ Lake Superier we, were
going to ]lave durnîg the coing witîte.
Tite visit o! tlie Geiterai Mantager of tu:e
(J.P.R. te titis counîtry ivas looked foi-
ward te as tue tinlie îîîid occasionî oit whîicli
titis great ceîîuîîdruîîî wouid bo uiîravelled,
and tîtose iii expectatioti have îîot heeli
disappointed. Tite Geiterai MNatia,,er ]litis
cotre, and lie lias preciaiii witlî i-i
soundiaîg words e! alleged liberaity tia'
tîtrougli freig4ît rates oit whteat frotihera
te tho Atlanîtic seaboard. \Vc caîtîot do
botter titan give the anîiounceieit as it
appeared on Tuesclay hast in tlue rec
Press -

"Mr. Vai Hone, fîîlly reeog,,iîizing the
requirenionts of the ceutitry, lias (lQcided
te fix tite grain rates for titis wititer at
the very iowv rate ef Iifty cenits per 100
Ibs. en souîîd wlitat antd for Nos. 2- andi 3
frosted 8 Cents less frein Witiiipeg, te
Monitteal anti ail points eat, wviti a
sliglît itterease frontt ethler statiotts. Tite
extent o! titis reductieut %vil] ho appreciat-
cd witon iL is pointed ont tlîat tue regular
rate oit soutîd wlîeat freai WVinniipeg is
62 cents; Braîdeit, 63 cenîts ; Reogina,
70 cents& TItis shows a reduction frei
Wiiiiip-, of 12 cenits on sounîd whent
and 18 cents on frosted whîeat; freint
Brandoni, Il cenîts oit soud wlietot 19
cents on frosted wlicat; front Rogina, 16
cents on seunid wheat, 24 cents on frostied
wheat Titis teavy reductiotilang-es freini
20 te 35 per ceit. off fair earryittg rates."

.There is a terrible lot of iews in tiîis
short paragrapi, atnd tite first itei iii
impoertance of titat kiîîd is tite statenient
that the regular rate front Winntipeg te
Montreal iii 62o a 1100 peuîîds. Tito 63e
rate frot Brandoan and 70e rate freint
Reginia aurc aise fresi itettis of iiews te
the outsido %votnid, aitîteugli ail tiîree îîîy
sei stalo te 11r. 'Van Hrnne. Titat
gentlemtan's aileged liberal reduction te
à0e freon Winnipeg is aise îîews, but aifter
discovoning the full rate the recader is
itot astonislued at titis reduction, aîîd q~
ne limeans ainazed at its iiberality. lit
fact the greatest cause fer ainazeineut is
the astounding cooiness and unwarraitcd
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assurance of M Vail hlorne iii lavin-
clainit o liberality, or anything tiat
Could bo twisted Coiitorted or, per'rerted
into a bemniblance of it. TG auly aine ae-
((uainte(l Niti tlie rates at whlich g raini
bas becit carried to Montreal for duriug
the last two years, Mr. Van Ilorne's full
rates îtist appear the very essence of ex-
tortioti, and bis rcdued ones a compromtise
h)etwceeti extortion aîîd unreasoîîaly igh
Ii.,ures.

Let uis for a minuto look inito this
Moîîderful se caiied reduction, in rattes.
Neaciy titrep years ige wl.-en the C.P.11.
lad ne Port Arthtur route to. comupote
wvith Unitedi States lines, tho latter cair-
ried wiicat frein titis province ta tho
Atilitic for 56 to 62e a 100 lbs. Tte
rate tiewv by rail aîtd inkeoever tue C.P.R.
is only .13e per 100 lbs, se that tuec liber-
ality îîow being extended to the North.
wvest grain raiser aîîd shipper is oîîly 7c a
100 itigîter titan it lias been ont sound
wvheait, ont lower qualitic.s of frozoni le
lower tiîin the presetît througlî rate ain
soiud grain. Somielioi or otherthe gri

sîtipiler uitterly fails to sec where the~ lib)er.
ality contes ini, aîid wv fear the' poor
farin er NvitIî a partia',ly laina ged crop of
Nv1îeat on hand xviii bc equaliy bliîîd to
tue benefits eoîîfered uponi hM. But of
course botit are enly ordiîiary mlottais with
skuils far too tiîick to perceive the magna-
iiniity ofe! Uiiillianit ait( versatile Gcai-
eral Haniger of the O.P.R. W-%e regret
that we are also e;omipelied to admit being
afliicted witi the saine stupidity and
bhîîdiless.

WVe helieve 'lie whiole cause for 11r.
Van HIornies wvonderful lii-ality (1) Caui bo
fouind iii the fact titat hoe bias no longer
aîîy opposition to fear. Tite chais of
mnoîopoly are liow {irtiily fastened atouîîd
thii. country, and while the Gencral M'anî-
ager of the C.P.R. holds ota' shackie iii
lus liand lie kueivus titt tîto otiier con-
ilecting oe wilI bc firily clutchied hy lus
hireiings of (ho St. P. ti. & M. Last
winter the latter rond offered to reccive
wheat fron a point ii 'Manitoba Southt-
west of Wiiîeipeg, te ho carried by ail
rail to M1ottreal for 40e a lîundred. This
year wheat wili ]lave to go front the saine
place over the C.P.R1. lit ovor 50c. Ail
titis niutt lie bornie by the 4rupgling
farios of the Nortiiwest, for tue gr-aiii
buyer, liko aaîy otîter business mnan, ivili
bey se as te have a margin, after paying
the lih<èra1 (1) change in frofiglît rates.
We rcaly feel vexed tlîat w~e cannot sec

thte iiberality aîud pbîlnntroplîy of 31.
'Van Ilones now rates, and witlî aIl thosît
who have to suirer ttiler thiiet, ivo ask
that gentlemanî to pardont us for our blind-
ticss and ittcredulity.

Iw1imipEo PIRE I§BURAIEE.
It scans titat lit last thero is a docter-

mmciid effort being mle ia titis eity te
secure a reduction of tue extortionato lire
itîsurance preminis wii ]lave been paid
by the people liece durng the past few
years, and every fair nîinded niatî as Weil
as those iiîterested iti tite city's progrcss
cannot %visii other titan suecesg te the
effort, Now tîtat the City Coundil and
the :Board of Trade have joiîîcd liands in
titis vciy îiecessary work, ,va have overy
reasoit te hope that the iiîtercsts of insur-
ers Nviil a&t ..:st roceive saine considleratioti
front cons-.itis doi:xg business here, and
freont tît Cullection of local agents kîîown
as the 1,3o.tit of Underwritcrs, whio have

inailto extort pretty conifertabie
livi. gs cut of a busitîces public, 'whîo for
the past tinee years wcre by ne mans
too able te stand tii',, pressure se persist-
eîîtiy appicd te then.

Tht- meeting of the conînîittees of tue
City Counicil andi Beard o! Trade wvitl tue
Uindervrit.ers ou Tuesday nmade plain the
fact tii i freint itiier the' undci-vnitors or
the cotiipanies ne concession wveuld bc
seeurcd unless wlîat, could be forccd frott
tiiet -Evoty argumnti scd iii favor ef
redueed rates wvas mlet, itot as mniglît be
expeed witlî cicar reasoning frein ai)
opposite poinît, but witii some subtcrfuge,
sueit as would noever bo expected frein
mii cliiiiig te understaid bsns
afrairs. No et le sliglîest atteipt ws
niade te accounit for insuratîce piewiumus
iiaving risen freont tîventy te in soute ia-
stanîces two hundrcd per cent. during tîte
past five years, vhîiie dluriti; that tinte
tue City spetît liundreds o! tiîousands ef
dollars in procuring the best possible
menus of tire extinctien and prevelîtion.
WVlieîi live years ago the city of Winnuipeg
possessed nitiiy a voluntee- tire brigade,
(vory good iii it-, own way n~o doubt but
certaiîîly inferior to an empioycd one),
and wheîîi in wet weather the eity's streots
were littie better tian nîud gutters, insur-
axîce preiniuaî wore in every finstance
mueli lower, ai Il in sorti not one liaifasiîigh
as tiîcy now arc, aithieugli wv have now a
lire brigade and equipînenta such as no
city in Canada of the saine population
possesses. We have aisô a perfect s


