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active and social.  ‘That at social meetings only questions of
general character be discussed, and that matters concerning the
personal interests of the craft be left to the closer mectings of
the Typothetae.  Delegates to our convention from bodies men-
tioned above are chosen from the list of actual printers, but the
list of alternates is largely made up of those who are not engaged
in the printing business,  In the absence of delegates, the alter-
nates are called upon to vate,  Some plan should be provided
by which alternates who are not printers should not be reanired
to vote in the convention. This matter has been brought o
my attention several times, and 1 do not feel at libenty to ignore
it in my report.

Expressions of disappointment at the result or the naiional
and international coypright law are frequently expressed, espei-
ally on account of the reproduction of the Simmons bill by the
British provinces. I make no recommendations on this subject,
not feeling sufficiently informed to do so: but knowing that
several gentlemen would like 1o be heard upon this question, 1
mention itin my report.

1 call for the reading of papers on the subjects of technical
importance to the trade. “These papers have invariably attracted
muchattention in our Journal of Proceedings. I hope that dele
gates who have prepared papers, will preseat them atan early hour.

The National Editorial convention was held in Chicago in
May last. T regret that our orgamzation was not represchted
ofhicially, owing o the fact that I was not informed of the occa
ston until the session was nearly over. .\ number of our mem
bers were in attendance at the meeting, which, 1 understand,
was largely attended and very interesting.  Fraternal delegates
from that body have been selected to attend our present con
vention, and 1 shall take pleasure in calling them to the {ront
in due time.

The New York Typotheta, as intimated by my predecessor,
has promulgated a form of trade usages which should be in the
hands of every master printer.  With a proper maodification as
to prevailing seale of wages and fiaed charges, this document
can be made eminently useful in any location.  “T'he discussions
upon the practical workings of the business in this body and
among the local typothetx, have doubtless resulted in much
zood, and we have fallen short in reaping their full benefits in
proportion as we disregard the deductions made.  Ours is em.
phatically a laborious occupation, involving a world of detail and
expense, and should net a fair return for capital invested. .\
practical application of these deductions, in the line of cconomic
business methods, and demanding remunerative returns for our
outpat, is the golden way 1o success in our honorable eraft, and
adhered to faithfully, would seon refute the oft-repeated taunt
that the printer has no capital beyoud a lot of half-worn presses
and material that would not yield uwnder the hammer more than
a tithe at cost.

During the year several local associations have taken up the
question of insurance o property helonging to the customers
while in the custody of the printer. .\ mistundentanding scems
to exist on this question, and this body is asked o make an
expression upon it, to establish what should be the usage or
practice of the trade. Delegates who are most desirous of ~uch
action upon this subject are those who have met losses by tire,
amd with them it is more than a mere matter of theay. 1 trust
this question will receive the careful attention it deserves,

We begin our labors as a convention of husiness men under
peculiar circumstances, and with still more peealiar surronnd
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ings.  “T'he great Colubian Exposition which celebrates  the
Jooth anaiversany of the discovery of the Western Hemisphere,
is spread before us, housed and grouped in a degiee of splendor
and magnificence that surpasses the wildest dream of the most
enthusiastic artist. Al honor 1o our noble hostess, the impernial
city of Chicago.  Lavishly has she Tulfilled every promise made
to the nations of the world when she undertook this stupendous
enterprise. Amid this assemblage of arts and sciences, and sur-
rounded by the bighest achievements of the century, we meet to
diseuss the homely but imperative  questions thrust upon us by
the commercial depression of our common country. 1 am not
inclined to take a pessimistic view of the sitvation.  The worst
is past, the future shows unmistakable signs of improvement ;
contidence, the key note of commercial suecess, is rapidly be-
coming re-established, and in a few months we shall emerge from
the gloom of depression into a smooth and fair business con-
dition.  For a more delinite review of the condition of our
organization, and for many  aluable suggestions, 1 refer you to
the able report of your executive committee.

PERSONAL MENTION.

HI Week says. - Mr ] Castell Hopkins, the able advo-
cate ot hmpenal Federation, and for some time past a
member of the editorial st of The Empire, hay, we

understand, made other arrmgements, by which he will, no
douby, be free to enter more largely into indepeadent work along
the hne i which he has shown ability and atiained suceess. We
wish Mr. Hopkins continued suceess in his new departure. 1f
he deade to adhere to journalism as well, we feel contident that
his energy, probity and wide knowledge of public affairs will win
for im sull greater prominence and ascefulness in Canadian
journalism than he has yet attained.”

I E. B MeCready, for some years editor of the St. John
{N.B.) Felegraph, has reured from that position and is succeed-
cd by James Hanney, who has been editonal writer on the paper
for some tme. M MeCready has no other position at present.
Other changes are in contemplation,

1 S Howell, a well-known member of the Toronto Mail
advertising staffy dicd kst week.

T HL Preston of Brantlmd  was paid a high compliment
when he was offered the position of editor of the Winnipeg Free
Press, which has since been aceepted by Muolyneux st John,
Mr. Preston was at one time connected with the Toronto Globe,
and atterwards went to Winnipeg, where he still engaged in
newspaper work, He then purchased the Brantford Eapositor,
ot which he is now editor and sole proprictor. Mr. Preston has
the repatation for editing an exeellent sheet, and as a writer is
strong, clear and foreible,  Tobe sffered so important a position
as head editor of the Winnipeg Free Press is a mre compliment
and one which comes but seldom. That Mr. Preston has seen
fit to remain in his present position, would intimate that with
carcful management the Brantford  Expositor has been a finan-
cial suceess, Mo Preston’s numerous friends will e much
pleased to hiear that his wierits have been recagnized, and if he
does ot hald a pe.ition on one of the leading city dailies it is
beeause he preters the child of his own ereation.,

The Mail is now ferreting, by means of its agents, cach
Canadian town for portraits of the “Leanties™ ot that town,
Great scheme,




