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ill-will. We trust the mystery will be
cleared up; the authorities secm to us to
have been grosaly negligent in not prompt-
1y offering a very large reward for informa-
tion leading to the discovery of the offend-
er. Indifference to such acrime is one.
Revenge is of no party. If the supreme
guardiang of luw and order in this Pro-
vince take no heed of such an act of svio-
lence, they will encourage some wild
spirits to assume their functions, If
indifference is caused by official dislike of
the * Witness,” it is a national scandal;
wise men would not suffer such s sus-
picion to arise. At the same time the
“ Witnes+” would hiave had a Jarzer mea-

sure of public sympathy by adopting 2.

less violent, exasperating tone in criticis-
ing those who differ with its politica, re-
lizious and dictetic opinions.

NGRTH-WEST DRAWBACKS.

In the face of the immigration into the
United States having collapsed so seriously
us to cause the numbers ef these leaving
America toexceed those entering—as has
been the case for a length of time—it is
only natuml for the arrivals of scitlers for
the North-west to be, as they are, below
thoscof previous years.  The causes which
have checked immigration into the United
States are, the revival of trade in England,
the quieter, more hopeful condition of
Irelamd, thesevere depression in the Re-
public and the low prices of farm produce,
which have made agriculture a less at-

conts, resold in Liverpool fur double that
money. Asthe cost of transportation to
thut market 1s about 23 cents & bushel, it
follows that on wheat sold Ly the grower
at, say, ¥ cents, the middleman has reap-
ed n profit of over 0 per cent onthe
original co-t. Manilestly this is a very
serious drawback. \When it is told to the
people in Great Britin, 1o whom, in farm
preducts, the middlemau s httle known,
and when known, ts 2 st offensive per-
sonage, no wonder such a fact puts a frost
on any desire to emigrate.

Then, another grave injury tothe Noath-
west, has been done by the xystem of sell.
ing implements on time.  Tue eredit plan
has been worked to death, Faumers have
been tempte! by persistant solicitations
to buy costly machinery which they did
not need touse more than a day or two
ina scason, 2 costly binder fur instance
for 2 pateh of S0 acres. The terms were,
one third in & year, another in two years,
and balance at end of third year, with
arreaus to bear 12 per cent. Now, of
course, & wachine sold in that way, must
be charged enormounsly over cost to cover
risks, vet they bave been almaost joreed on
North-west furmers by agents.  The sesult
in a large number of cases hag been the
accumulation of arrears and of interest,
until our informant says, he has scen
collectors in his house with a sheaf of
claims, some of them originally oniv $100
that had swollen to S200, even to 00 by
interest and other iucidental charges.
‘This «redit system has done incalculable
injury to the Nortlewest, it is the real
sccret of nearly all the fadlures, as these
jimplement debts and clhiarges have taken
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tractive fichl for European settlers. So: the hemt out of settles. Of course they
far as our North-west is concerned it is { were foolish to incur such labilities, but
only the latter condition which has check- | we must remetnber how ditlicult it is to

ed the outflow of British immigrants.

Jtiswell known that the mest success- |

ful cmigeationagentsarcsnceessful settlers. |
A letter sent from one who has done well |
in Canada to Englizh friends is not only !
passad sound amongst their acquaintances
and discussed =t every fapner’s gathering
in the district, bot is is usually pulilished
in the connlry  papers, thus reaching the
class who make the most desimble immi-
geants.  Unfortunately  the letters from
settlers in the Narth-west have been sotues
what overeast with doulit aud fears, the
wiiters have dwelt more upon the dmw.
backs, the risks, the hardships of sctile.
went, than upon the compenzations which
offset these troubles. When swhicat was
saleable 21t 60 or 70 cents a hushe! thene
was a1 margin of protit amply suflicient to
make life cndumble and hopefu), in spute
of loncliness, iand work and the customary
disappointments of farm life.

But when wheat droppeil to 45 cents,
the heart of the Northewest scttlerz drop-
pod 1o despair. Wheat, says 2 farmer
from that region, now in Mantieal, can be
grown to yich! some small profit at 35
cenls 2 boshel, but any price below that
leaves nothing beyond the hare cost of
production.

Now, what the North-westerners are
incensed at s to find their wheat, the best
in the world, sold by them at 40 to -15;

fget labor up there, and how diflicult alxe
it is for farmers to caroperate and join in
owning costly machines, when they are
separated by such distances.

Another grieyance i< the scanty trmin
accommodation.  Through  his  district
there is anly one train a day, and it passes
many settlements inthe dead of the night,
hecan only arrive o and depart from a
station at 3am. e dessribes the land
as richly watered and wooded, unsurpass-
able in fertility, or the =eenery in beauty.

1t 1s especially adapted to eattle mising

aud dairving,  But prices are discourmging l

as animals only feich $20, that some time

-age were saleable at $0. The almost en-

tire alsence of money is 2 very serivus
dmwhack. Gooady are allsold by baiter,
in which trading the farmer gets always
the worst of the hargain, having to take
in exchance things he dogs net ueed, ad
excessively high prices, or keep his pro-

duce. The lack of local markets for but- .

ter and cpgd is much felt.

Manifestly the North-west prohlem is
not yet solved, nor will it be until farm.
ers are bLiought into closer contact with
the English market, so that they may
secure aliving price for what they raise.
These questions demamld the carnest at-
temtion of the Government, aud of the

. Canadian Pacific Railway, which our in-

formant declares is most unpopular in the
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North-west for its high rates and general
neglect of the interests of settlets.
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THE COLONIAL CONFERENCE.

Until itis known what passed in the
scecret deliberations of the coloninl dele-
gates and wur representatives at Ottawa,
it is not pessible to discuss the business
bejoze them save in a general way, which
would be very unsatisfactory. The open
meeting toreccive thedelegates was a high-
Iy agreableone, soalsowas thedinner at the
Russell House, Ottawa.  Onboth oceasions
the specches were cloquent, but were
maie up of glittering genernlities.

With the glowy of the Empire we are
quite familiar, what we wish to know is,
by what means the trade of this country
can be extended with othier colonies, or
indecd into any other markets. The cul-
tivation of a friendly sentiment between
the various paits of the Empireis a highly
commendable object, especially so when
it leads to o more complete knowledge of
the trading needs and capacities of those
with whom larger trading may thus be
created.

Love aml affection are very cloudy
terms to use in international or intercolon-
iul relations.  {f any country will buy our
goods, or sell us what we need, on favor-
able terms, we are quite willing to let
sentiment slide. We trust that the con-
ference will formulate some policy ealeu-
lated to enlange our markets; i€ that re-
sults from its deliberations we shall have
substaniial reasons for regarding it as a
greatsuceess. I nosuch results follow,
we can only regard the gathering as a very
pleasant aistorical incident.
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SOME THASES OF OVER.PRODUG
TION.

The " Iron Age”says: * The great in-
rerease in U.&. exports of manufactured
. goods during the current year causes much
'faverable comment. It is, indeed. n pleas-
ant feature of our forcigntrade. The more
goads expozted the less gold must be ship-
i ped ont 1o cover balances.  Trobably linde
,OF no profit is realized ona considerable
ipart of the merchamlize thus dispesed of,
;lhc hame market is cerlainly 1clieved to
‘l]w sae extent, and it is to bie hoped that
| the forcign trade in American goods may
{continue to makegreal gains. It is amus-
i ing, however, tosee the importance attach-
_ed to this subject by some of our contem-

’pnmtics. They invariably t:ze a magnify-
ling glass when they search into the
jinflucnces mdiating from exports. They
tell us that if our manufacturers will only
‘ealtivate foreign trade they will never
again suffer from 20 severc a depression ss
they recently were forced to endure and
for which their confinement 1o the homo
market was responsible. Do the sanguine
| writerscver stop toconsider the magnitudo
jof our manufactures and the very great




