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than isdone at present. We are convineed
that the companies and battalions will enter
on their yearly comrse of drill this season
with redoubled interest and rigor, and not
allow their encrgies to relnx at the close of
a strugglo which they have bravely and un-
flinchingly muintained against the close
fisted and unpatriotic. They will shortly
reap the benefit of their sturdy continuance
in the path of duty, and wo hope that they
will be found as efticient at the close of the
season, which seems likely to be the last of
the prsent unfair distribution of militia
work, as they ever were. The distiibution
of the bre -~h loading arms lately received
from Englang, is rapidly going on, and be.
fore long all tl corps will be provided with
them. To becoi..» thoroughly forailiar with
the use of these new weapons, will of course
form one main feature in the diill of the
present year, and we trust that the men
will repay the energetic action of the au-
thorities in providing them with the Snider,
by regular attendance at drill and earnest
endeavors to make themselves complete
masters of the bestand most efficient use of
these rifles. The alterations in the manual
and platoon, as laid down in the last edi-
tion of the field exercise, are simpie and
casy to master, and it will require but a
short time for the merest tyro at drill to
become well acquainted with them; but let
no volunteer think that this simplicity can
bean excuse for his not striving at once to
become acquainted with the new drill.  The
facility with which the breech Joading prin-
cipleis loaded, and the rapidity with which
it can be fired, renders it in the hands of
the practical soidier, a most effective wea-
pon, but used by the untrained marksman,
it becomes an expensive machine for the
wasie of ammunition. In supplying it to
the men the Government havedone all they
could, and the use or abuse of it must de-
pend on the individual members of the
Force. The company and battalion, of
course, can do much to encourage the men
to attend regularly at drill. and stimulate
them {o practice at the range, but the men
must set themselves earnestly to work to
become marksmen, or they will never be
efficient soldiers under the present system
of warfare. While doing full justice to the
energy displayed by the political heads of
the Militia Department, we havg no desire
to overlook the valuable services rendered
the Force by the Adjutant General, from
whom many serviceahle suggestions regard-
ing it _have come. Without a deputy, in
whom he could place every confidence, and
who thoroughly devoted his energies to his
work. the Minister of Militia would find ten-
fold diflicaltics in the way of attending to
the fair and legitimate requirements of the
Militia, and without & Cabinet Minister who
felt a decided interest in the Force, the
most zealous Adjutant General would Lie
able to do but hittle for its welfare. For
tunately we possess in these positions two
men on whom the Foree can rely.  Colonel
MacDongall knows well what is necessary
for the maintenance of the Militin in an
officient states and in the Ion, Mr. Cartier
its demands will have a fearless and able
advocate on the floor of the Iouse. Let the
Volunteers show by strict attention to duty
that they are worthy of the confidence the
authorities repose in them. .

THE NEW DRILL.

We are indebted to Captain Dartnell, of
the 34th Battalion, for a very precise and
Iuaid explanation of the recent changes in
the Infantry Exerciso. Although wo had
carefully noted these improvements, and
intended to give our readers a complete
resume of the same, we gladly made way for
our correspondent, ns we are always de.
lighted to open our columns to such com-

munications from the members of the
Force. ‘They show that our Volunteers are
fully alive to the importance of their mis.
sion, and indicate a practical knowledge of
their profession which is highly creditable.
‘Too much attention cannot be given to this
all-important subject. "The complete revo.
lution in the science of evolutions inaugu.-
rated by the wonderful improvement in
guns and rifles, demands the closest regard
of our volunteers, and we are glad to see
the officers of the IForce so well up to their
business.

THANKS,

We are much obliged to a city contem-
porary, Le Canada, for its kind and compli-
mentary notice of Tur VoLuXTErr RevIEW.
Words of encouragement from our canfreres,
while contributing in no small degree to
render smoother the rugged and uneven
path of the conductor of a speciality in the
world of journalism, have the cftect, also, of
urging us on to rencwed etforts in our un-
dertaking, and convinemg us that our at-
tempts to aid in the work of mapping out a
satisfactory system of defense for the Do-
minion, have not been altogether without
their legitimate effect. We hope that in
the future we shall still further merit the
good opimon of our brethren of the press.

L e ——————

To Cornesroxpexts.—Subscriber," Wolver-
ton. The Regulation size of targets are as
follows: 3d class, 2 targets, Lull's cye
2tx1ft; centre, Ix2.  2d class, 2 targets,
bull's eye, 2x2: centre, 4xd.  1Ist class, 4
targets. bull's eye, 2x3: coentre, 432, The
size of outers is not given, as that is merely
the margin betwen the centre and the
edge of the target.

A large meeting of the officers of the Vol
unteer Force of Ottawa and vieinity, was held
at the **Queen Restaurant,” on Thursday

evening last, for the purpose of organizing
a Local Rifle Competition.

Major Forrest, Provisional Bpigade Garri-
son Artillery, was appointed Chairman, and
Licut. and Adjt. Falls 45rd Batt. Carleton,
was requested to act as Seeretary of the
meeting.

The chairman having briefley explained
the object of the mecting it was then moved
by Lieut. Gemmill, and scconded by Capt.
May; That the following officers be a com
mittee (with power to :uhli to their number)
to collect subscriptions and arrange the nes-
sary proceedings for a Local Rifle match viz:

JTA.-Col, Wily, Commanidant of Otlawa.
*  Powell, 13rd Carleton Battalion.
Forrest, Garrison Artitlery,
Antlderson, Clvil Service Rifes.
Bearman, 4ird Carleton Battaston,
Seale, do. do.
Grani, Prov. Batt,, Carlcton,
Capiandn Morgan, 43rd Carleton Battalion.
o« Perry, Garricon Artlilery.
Carbelt, 3rd Carlelon Balialion,
w  Langion, Givil Sfervice Riflex.
*  May, Prav, Batt,, Ottawa,

Major
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Licut. McNab, Field Battery, Ottawa.
" Gtoele, (inrrlson Artl lery.
“ .\lc(illil\'mry. Prov, Batt,, Ottawa,
4 Mowat, do, do,

Licut. and Adjt, Falle, {3rd Carleton Batt.

Enslgn Walsh, Clvil Service Rifles.

‘The above committee of management will
meet this evening at the same placeat 8§ p.m.
precisely for the despatch of business.

l

BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.

FROM BELLEVILLE.

It is with deep regret we are called upon
to record the death of Major C. G. LeVes-
conte, who for many years commanded the
Belleville Rifie Company. Thissad event
occurred at his residence on Sunday morn-
ing, the Ist instant. Major LeVisconte
was universally estecemed and respected,
and his loss will be long felt, not only by
his late command, but by the citizens gen-
crally, occupying, as he did, a prominent
part in the municipal affairs of the tewn.
In him the poor havelost a valuable friend,
who was cver ready in his professional ca-
pacity to administer to their respective
wants. Iis remains wese interred with
miiitary honors in the burial-ground of St.
Thomas Church, and were followed to the
grave by the 15th Battalion, part of the
. 49th, the Firemen and alarge concourse of

citizens. The firing party, under command
of Major Bowell, was composed of No. 1
Company 49th Battalion, Captain Hambly
,(his latc command), and a detachment of
Grand Trunk Rifles, under the command of
Captain Murphy.

Major G. C. LeVesconte was the third son
of Captain Ienry LeVesconte, R. N,, and
was born at Mardencombe, near Torquay,
in Devonshire, England, on the 12thday o
November, 1818. IHis grandfather, father
and uncles served in the Royal Navy: the
first as acling Lieutenant of the Blenheim,
was in the action off the Dogger Bank, in
1782, where he lost aleg His father, who
had sailed with Earl St. Vincent and Lord
Collingwood, and was in Nelson’s battle of
the Nile and Trafalgar, emigrated to Canada
in 1835, but before coming to this place
spent some time in Newfoundland. Shortly
after coming to Belleville, the subject of our
notice, who had passed through some of
the preliminary studies for the medical pro-
fession, went into the store of Mr. E. Chan-
dler, and goo afterwards purchased Mr.
Chandler’s drug business, which occupation
he continued tqQ exercise till within a month
of his decease. Major LeVesconte's mili-
tary record is shortly as follows: In 1837 he
Joined the ist Volunteer Rifie Company,and
was shortly afterwards promoted to an En-

,signey in Captain McLellan's Company, in
which he served during the Rebellion. In
the winter of 1837 and "38, while engaged,

‘along with Messrs. 8. Bull, G. C. Bogart
and John Breakenridge, in an atlempt to

' capture the notorions rebel *Bill Johnston,"
{ the horses they were driving (which they

had taken from Mr. John L. McDonald for
the purpose) broke through the ice, and

Mr. LeVesconte had to hold on to Mr.

Breckenridge while the others went for as-

sistance. While thus engaged he had his
left foot severely frost-bitten. In 1857 he
raised the Belleville Rifle Company, Lieut.




