
T'he Preabyterian Re4view.

Prophecy Criticiscd.

From the Daily Telegra ph, Lon don:
ih la a more accident of language that %ve eaunot describa thi

2.lrd Aprl, 1908, by anticipation ais one ot the mnt muemarble
dates lu the hîlstory et manklnd For the truth- if at teout Rev.
bit. llaic bhas gaI hoid et the truth le that aubsequent te that
date thera wiii bie ne Il istor3 I te commemorate lt, mer, indoed,
auy - manklod" iu the present acceptation cf tho word. ta proserve
tue memery cf it. Tite race, if il continues Wo exist ou earth ah
ai], will exiat only in a nom aud giorlfied form ; ttcr millennium
ivili takte the place et aur present divisions cf time, sud thera wili
prosurnably bie no chronicier, reader, or evertis tW chrenicle. Such,
ai auy rate scea tu ho only the legihimate corallariea of the con
cl unioni te whuet Mr. Baxter bas beto drawn by a eoncatenhieon cf
Iiiblical evidences, that the "o nd cf hIs age"I illfi tke place an
the day vamedi. It muat be admitted that a uiuguiar multitude cf
prephetie fcatimonics converge upon this momentous 23rdoftApril,
ht is the end cf the saoyen year'o covenaut frain Passion Wceias
1901, which terminates Daniel'a two thousaud three hundreil aud
forty five yeara traont Passion Week :î.c, 445, when Nehemiali iras
commandcd tW rebuild Jerusalaut, and whieh aise termiîîatea
"lDsoiei's terty-five ycara train the Crimean War Treaty of Pence
in Airil, 1850, accordlog te Daniel viii. 14, ix. 25, xii. 11, IV.'
Net ccnhent with this, the irrepressible April 23rd coincides with
"lthe end cf the six theussufi years t ram the crea'lion cf man, snd
the tiro thaucand five hundred sud twenty yesra tram Nebucl.ad-
nezzar, and the three laundred aud sixty years fron Luthcr's
itefenination lu Dan. iv. 16, sud Revelation x. 0." It in tee rauch
te suppose that ail theeco incidences are accidc.'tal, snd they
leave even the mont cautious of Ilanielie aud Apocalyptie crîhica
with ls.dly any alternative except te aink lais savinga in au
annuity instoad of investiug hbem, mud nat aequiring any leasehald
propcrty iith more than taurteen yearacf unexpired tenu. Danil.l
it la truc, doca not mention the Crimean War oir the .Prcaty of
1856 in se mauy mords ; but in proepihcally fixing 12,30K) ycare
lrom ii.c. 445 as the comoncement cf "«tho cieausing of tue
sauetuary," ho reterred In a mansier too plain Z:> be mistaken ta
the decrcc cf the Sultan recorded in that trcaty. by wlîich Jews
sud Christians irere piaced ou a polihical equalihy with 2%loXsm
inedaus. For the Joirs, Vinus entranchised, would, et course, ho
pcrmitted tW purchase land in Palestine, snd if thoy coula purchase
laud thera is ne reason why they shculd mot rebuiid the Temple,
snd if they do, that mill ho the begiuuing of the f uifilment cf pro.
phecy. Witb auch a chain cf reaaoning, wclded link by hit irith
remnorseles. blairs cf the legical hammer, duos the trained Apeca.
lypticish bond bit promises ho bis conclusions.

Thanks tW thia rigaur et reazening, Mfr. ]3axtcr bas been able
ta ascertain ite programme of paliticai events for the closing year,
ufthis century sud cf supernatural evonts for the lirat ycars ef Utn
succeasor with a minute carcumistantiality thatno previouà prephet,
se tar ab wre are airare, has ever approached. Next yoar, or tîe
year aflter, France wili defcat aud appsrcntly anuihilate Germauy,
sud thon tortu, Ilprobably net later than 1898,"' th. "«ten-king.
domed ceufcderacy ot Dan. vii. 2~4. in which we regi'et te notice
that thas country figures as "lBritain separatcd freint ruiaud snd
India.' Sùme finie iu IS98.9 a Napolcon may ho expectcd te
arise, am the "Little llem, or Kiug, iu or near Macedlonia," sud
hecomo King o! Syria sud restera the Jewu. One hundrea snd
fortyteour theusand lav-g Chriatiana will stoend Wa heaven without
dyaug -about Thuraday. March l2tli. 190 ;' Ilad so forth. The
itant cf partieiarity au the bat date is a little disappaiuting, but
at in oniv fair îo admit that il in the sale instance of hcaitation ou
the prophetsa part irit respect ta any cf the itures, ftra 103
anirart. Fvery trumpet sud overy vial et the Apocalypse is
punctually aceunhed fer. We are totl fer instance, hnw the fiftb
trampet will brang contesa deons tramt tbe bot tombas pitduring
lte irbole periad betwrenm (Jtober 27tb, 1901, sud August 23rd,
1Wu5 ; sud hoir feor a year aud & month f rom December, 1H05, t.his
hast will ho reiuiorced by "ltire bundred million demnon barsemen"I
-caàvalry demens-f rom the suie internai depot. Theso dates,
heirover, are sut noe way off. It is,oe! ourse, flicnearer cati.
traphes irbici cbiefly interesu, un, and these, as we bave 3000, are
te bog:u next yoar, or the yosx atter, in a gig&ntie Europeau mar,
which ta tu bo feilamaX by the ise o! suiother Napeleon-an avent
prefigureAt, ire are badden tc remaria, by the Ilcurions, unexplain.
able Napol.oic f ev,-' wiah is swecping ever France."

lit ia net wîthout diflidenc that we &aventure aursolves in tlac
tield o! Apocilypîti Iiiierprota6tien ; but tho reverend gentlemen
f rom wholm me have quoled doos sceau te us Wa have wmndecd
unnoeatrily tar &field in fixing on nexf yoir as the. beginning cf
lte f ulfilm ont ef prepheey and ixuagluing Europesan convultiqus in
order ta f ulfil 1h. Sureiy me bave lied catastrophic occurrences of

earlicr date and nearer homo than that; and, in short, If. la difff.
cuit to bellevo that the proplatla passages wblch Mlr. Baxter lins
aa crudltely and ingeuiousiy haudied rater ta anytiig ciao but the
tata guttural eoction. Limttations of space muet, of course, pre.
cludik us frram working out this tlîeory cystematicaIIy and in dotai],
but w. wili venture ta assure ail who cars to punauO the inquiry
for thcemneivez that tiaey will fiud littio ditliculty in esasliahiug a
no leea complota case for regarding thc strugglo between the
Utiunisi. aud the Radical parties as the mcal Armageddon thso h1r.
liai er has succeeded an making out for bis awn theory. By the
exorciae of a vory moderato amnount cf angenuity, bch truipets,
the viab, and tho horns--evcu down te bue Little Harn itieif, uaw
no langer eîalted-can with suffhcient certabuty bo idenhifled; anad
a toi the pertada afIsaoen years which play soetsgnificant a part la
the prediotiouis aboya discusscd, their refereuce ta the Septennial
Act is sureiy toc plain ta bo mîused. 19 soumis extrardinary
indeed tliat an intorpreter of prcphecy, %7riting no more than
tbirty.three yeara ago; sbould have ent.ircly overlaoked the satan.
:shlng palîticul upheaval of the prenent ycar, cspeclally ts tihe
figures of the Unianist majority, one bnndred and fty.hwa, wonld
no doubt bave guided him to it, or to auything aise, if nianipuiafcd
anthbeproper way. The oniy unsaived probiem that lias presented
itaeif, no far au wo have ourselves pursued tbe inquiry, in one which
arises tram, a certain diflleulty of detiding betweon the multitude
af candidates for identification vith the number of the beat.
WVere it net that w. are expressly tata that that number is the
Ilnumber of a muan," we abould preter as the btu invidiaus course
ta aeek au imapranal interpretation of it ; and w. have no daubt
that with a littie arihhmeticai dexterity it wauld ho easy enough
te prove that the figures 660 are symbeial ot the Newcastle
1'rograuimo. _____ _____

The Suicidai Mania.
Tite Roi'. r. L. I. Miliard, Diticesan, Inspector of Sehouls.

prechline lately in St. Cutlibýert'a Chureb, Carlisle, direetefi the
attention cf his hearers ta the lamentable prevaience of suicide.
11. romarkcd îapou the tact that the crime of suicide liaid hecome
vory coamon, and also that there was a great feeling cf ayrnpatby
amnu the public for te ma vdîe wilfulty teck his own lit e.'
Day atter day, as oue opened the ncwsapapcrs, thore was the
annucement of the suicide of so-sud.ao. Love, hatrcd, jeaiausy.
cnvy. lais, wero sucient justification for tho deed ; snd they were
se hardenud tu the crime, that they could reil, with indifférence
ii net wiîh aymp&thy, the hideaus news hite " 1Tht Suicidai
llaun."

la, wus time that au elfe,. -as made ta try ta change public
sentiment on su dotestable, se cawvardiy a crame, The crime was
so aiarmingiy on the inerease that for trivial reasans aven beys sud
girls wotid eiunlato the hideaus examnple ci itir eldera Onn
wouid think ihat the more civilization incrcascd, thes more edues-
tien was spread abroad, tho less savago sli-destruction 'would
abouuit. But it was juat the reverse. The mare advanced intel

cetuai districts were juil. tbose wiîc suicddes wcro mail cemmon.
They bcaisted the advanlageocf their culightened civilisation, îhey
prided îhemselves an their extenticd cducatian, snd yct thora wns
tho army of seif-murdercrea in tho ,oit, incressing rspidity every
ycar. Surely thoa uet bc saniethinz very raîten about it ail, if
that was one et the autcemes of it.

W 'hst did thoy thlul, wero the causes of titis hideu thing 1
Set on ene aide the poor helpicas lunaîle, who airer ail tormed but a
saii portion ot the whoie, and see why athcr4 tuait their awn liver.
Thcre wss the low craving for natoriety ; thore iras wesriness ot
lite ; an antipaîhy to living; thora iras the influenre ofait example;
%uore wcre f amily irorrieti, disappeitaucta - thete -wau thc %entre
cf ahamo that lollawed an lats or the do:ection et crime; thora wras
poverty ; there wua finarwial difficulty ; thera wira an ndue hbste
ta ho rich ; thera was tho gambling fover; thora iras religious
apathy aud indiflorence, and law unworthy viows ot lite that
fallowed - tho ra. a he demounic drink ; andI in soea csase those
thinRa drove retau away. Tho n. in wax ta bo pitied ; fur doutab-
lots msuy suicides wre conamittcd by persoa Iabaring undcr semae
permanent or temperary ferni cf iusanity, and such maes nut
excite their deopesa sympathy. But whcu ibis wua mot the cutu;
'when tae aIct vua commutted by persans te ail intenta antI purpoAs
perfcctiy aine, irben that verdict se otten given iras a moe iie-whst
then? Whcn oomun.on sente raid thenm that the jury's statement,
IlSuicide witeilocf unsund mind," wras but a kindly form cf des-
cribiug the out ut a setif.murderer irbat thon ? They isbrank
instlnactively tram tne mnu -«h committed theo sin cf Cain, but
irero they cquaily repuiacId by tho %in et au Ahitap. À or a Judast?
Tho suicide wsu a mordorer of the first degree. Ho wua guiiry cf
an set that wua nct, aud naete could bc, justifiable. Na matter
what trubles and anietios a ma hail tu face, ne mater what
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