4 The Presbyterian Review.

The Presbyterian Review.

[d
Tasvred EVERY Trnkansy, from the office of the Publistiers, Rooms No, 20, 21,
23, 25 Millchampe 10t luge, Nouth-Esat corner Advlalde and {lctoria Streets.

TrrsMy, &200 per annum,

ADVERTIRING RATEN.~Und ¢ 8 montha, 18 conts per Hne per lusertion ,
2 monthe, $1.10 per Hae; 8 manthy, 8L16 per Ilnu; 1 year, $3.00. No advertise.
meot chargel At lesé than flve Jines. None othier than uncbjectionable
advertieements takvn

All Lommunionons for eithine Pusiness or Editorial Departmonts should be
aldteas] PRAARVIRAIAN [{xVIKW, Drawer 206§, Toronto, Ont,

The cntlro Bk buxlness of The Preshyterlan News Compavy has been
teavaforred ta the Tanmts Willard Tract Depository, tFleming H. Rove'l Company,
Proprictors), corner Yon,s aud Irtugn w co Btrects, Toronto, Carads, to whom
fhould o sent allordere for Books, Hibios, Sabbath Schiool Libraries and Requisites,
and genaral Misollanrmeand Trumloglcal Literatare, Minuto Books, Communion
Reglaters, Communl i Cards and general Scsaloa Supplics.

lll

orvonto, July 13, 1893.

Sunday Street Cars.

S[I ALL the Btroot Car Company of Toronto beallowed to

run their cars on tho Lord’s Day? This question was
submitted to voto in Toronto and answered in the negative
about a year and a half ago; it scoms, therefore, unfortun-
ato that, by provision in tho chartor of the Cowpany, it
should bo possible aftor wo short & period to put the city
to tho troublo of voting again. Had the majority against
running the cars beon a narrow one there might have been
oxcuse for demauding a new deoision of the question ; but
tha voto atood, as will Lo remomboered, abeut 10,000 for
running on Sabbath ond 14,000 ageinst.. It is alleged,
howaevor, that tho introduction of the electric car on part
of tho street system is n good reason for change of mind on
tho part of voters, Wero horsea alone entitled toa day of
weekly rest this rcason might have some weight, but the
citizans of Toronto, wo trust, do not so regard the matter;
and their voto, wo sinceroly trust, will be as unambiguous
as beforo. But great oxortions must be made by all friends
of the Sabbath in the fow weeks before the vote is taken
and unloss they bestit thowsolves a decision may be record-
ed which pious mon and irionds of labour may bave cause
to regret.

This queation of Sunday streot cars—indeed of Sunday
labour in genoral- -has been so often and so thoroughly
discussed, that nothing new can be said upon it. Previous
to the vote at theend of 1891 in this city almost everything
that can be said on both sides was vigorously urged.

It has benn contonded in favour of running Sunday cars
that a cityof tho rxtentof Toronto required this convonience;
that cars would L highly useful to those who attended dis-
tant churches ; that labouring people, especially in the cen.
tral parts of tho city would bo enabled to breathe the
frash air of tho parks and suburbs, that friends in localities
remote from each other could exchange visits ; th.t mourn-
org and others could reach the comotries. It was oven
urgad that the need of employing wore labour would give a
chande io men who could not now obtain employment,
Much wns said of tho unrvasonabloness and inhumanity of
thoso who can keop carriasges or hiro cabs denying cheap
transit to tho lubouring man, and of the pharisaism of
ministers and others who uso cabs in connection with re
ligious servicrs abjecting to tho usa of streot curs.

The frienda of & quirt Sabbath opposed the running of
cars on grounds of roligion and humanity, and on economi-

cal grounds, A day of weekly rest was crdainod by divine
authority at the beginning, and the fourth tommandment
said ** Remomber the Sabbath Day to keop it holy.” The
Sabbatk could not, therefore, be regarded as a part of
the Judaism which had passed away ; it was perpetuated in
tho Lord’s Day of tho New Testament. But even should
lowar ground bo taken, the whole Christian world had
agreed to cease from ordinary lakour, and to givea speoial
roligions oharacter to the day which commemorates the
Lord's resurrection. That thero might be opportunidy for
public worship and religious duties of a personal and family
kind the rest of tho Lord’s Day must be guarded and pro-
tected. The experience of alllands and of all the centuries
wasg decisiveas to this point.

The allowing of streot cars on the Lord’s day, logically,
made legitimate & great many other species of Sunday
labour. It is impossible, indeed, to say where a limit could
bo placed. There is hardly any description of labour that
might not ask to be allowed, on the ground that it is use-
ful or convenient to classes of tho commuuity. Thus the
character of the Sabbath might be ontirely changed and
the day become a purely secular day.

The uso of private carriages by those who kept them
was no reason why a public sorvice should bo established.
It was not purposed to prevent any man, rich or poor, from
using on the streota any conveyance which ho had ; but
that some wealthy men tcok out their horses, whether
right or wrong, could not lay the community under obliga-
tion to provide a general system of conveyance throughout
the city. In like manner it was absurd to argus that be-
causo ministers occasionally used cabs in fulfilling distant
appointments, provision of travel should be made for all
indiscriminately. The plea of * necessity and mercy " bad
always been valid in regard to work on the Sabbath.

Then, again, it was amply demonstrated that the true
friends of labour had every reason for maintaining the
Sabbath rest. To the generation of men, wearied with
toil, the weekly Sabbath-is an inestimable boon, and no
apparent, immediate advantage could ever compensate the
labouring wan for taking away or impairing his right to
one day of entire cessation from toil. Man is not made to
work seven daye in the week ; neither bis physical nor in.
tellectual nature can stand it. If he attempts it with
energy ho breaks down prematurely; if he works with less
energy the result, as abundant evidence shows, is six days’
pay for seven days’ worl,

As to getting fresh aic in the parks and the country,
those who ave pont up during the week in close places are
entitled to all consideration, but it does not foilow that the
Sabbath s the day specially to be used for that purposs,
either by the rich or the poor. Why should not grasping
labour allow some othor timet Indeed, evon as it is, there
are very few in Toronto who have not opportunities every
week of recupsration in the purest atmnosphere, if they are
disposed to take advantage of them, We do not like to
accuso any largo section of the community of insincerity,
but we must siy that this solicitude for the welfare of the
working man comes in very suspiciously in the present
connection. Tho.e who have proved themselves the friends
of the labouring classes and of the poor are, ns a rule, on
the other side of this question.

Surely Toronto will not prove unfaithful to its record!
Suraly our churches will defend an institution which is
essential to their well-being. Those who bolieve that the
God of heaven and earth has spoken will not refuse to
hearken to His voice. The intelligent friends of thelabour-
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