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IMPORTANT NEW WORK

NOW IRVADY.

REPORT O UILE
Centenary Conference
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I desire to lear o ndisl teotmeny 18 the high
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year than it ever was ltow
thankful 1 fecl wheo 1 look tound the
church and se¢ so many ntelligent
wonien and children 1 think some
times, could 1t be possible that so shout
a ume ago we sat thee with a few half
naked little ones now all sc bnght and
happy,”  And we may say, in pasamy.
that the skctch of 1.0 Behan in the
rurrent number of the Aaerd, affurds
struking  prool that this Mission has
made a most promiing beginnng in
the training and Ciupiuyiaent ol nalive
helpers,

But in addition to this cheenng tes-
tinony from our own tmISSIONALCS, as
to their encouragements in ther labours
and tiic [ivine Dlessing upon them, 1l
anes us much pleasure 10 lay before
our readers the following arts furnished
to us in an interview with tlon Scnator
Macdonald, of ‘Totonto, who has just
returned from an extended tour in the
Hrtish West lndwa Istands and British
Guiana.  Whilc an the latter place,
Senator Macdonald had an opportumity
of learning something of the religious
conditon of the people and of the
sgencies at work among them. It will
be remembered that Hon, Senator
Macdonald 15 a prominent member of
the Canada Methodist Church, and
largelyassociated with all her benevolent
operations.  His testimony, therefore,
as to the misston work of our Church
in Trnimidad and Demerara 1s all the
niore valuable, comwg as it does from
an outside but fmendly source. He
sdys:—

" [ was very much interested in what
I learned of the operations of the Pres.
byterian Church 1in Canada, among the
Coolie population of Tminidad and
Demerara Thete are two methods of
judging of the usefulness of these agen.
cies: (1) by the reports which ure
received from the agents themselves,
and, {3) from the impressions which
we gather on the spot.  This latter, 1t
13 cvident, must regarded as the
most important , and in this connection,
I have tﬁz greatest pleasure in beanng
my tesumony, from the accounts

gathered from all classes, as to the very
valuable work which 15 being accom-
plished amoni tbose &:plc by the
Presbyt~nan Church in Canada. Imay
say that non¢ were raore generous
their expressions of confidence than
were the Wesleyan ministers.  They
had nothing but good to say of the
work that 1s being done by the Presby-
tenan Chureh.

* The same testimony was borne by

and leading persoge
ﬂ'm:zl selubonce to
denoniinational wotk, still less {requent

1s 1t for them to single out any pat:-
cular denommnauon for culogy. Yet,
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#“- TESTIMONY TO OUR WORK
v ... IN TRINIDAD AND

TN DEMERARA

% ; HE lamented death of Rev. John
1...r -4 Gibson, Missionary of our Church

iz~ in Demerara, following close upon the

loss of two other valued labouters in
the Trinidad and L~memra Mission,
has directed of laté special zitention to
that field. As is well known 10 many
of our readers, that Mission has been
the scene of tome discouragements, but
g¢t of 2 large measure of success. And
we are glad to think that, notwithstand-
“ing the loss of some standard-bearers,
even greater success than has yet ar
tended the Church’s operations in that
field, is in store for her.  The labour-
ers that remain are being cheered with
many tokens of Divine (avour and bless-
ing on their work.  In another column
we give a letter from Mrs. Monton, of

. Tunspuna, which, though addressed

to the children of the Church, inciden.
tally discloses good reasous “i con.
cludiog that an abundant barvest will
soob be reaped from the good serd
already sown. M. Grant, of San
Fernando, writing under date of Dec.
18th, alwo gives » ane very cheering
facts which sbho.ud occasion deep
thankfulness throughout the Church.
She says : * The year just cliaing bas

) ;{‘f’ﬁffa very busy, bu: a very successful

B s
e

with o,
has been

San Fernando
attended this

-1 Trinidad, i hus repott of Apnl 161h,

1888, to the Sceretary of State for the
Colonies, makes reference te the work
which 15 being done by the P'resp,terian
Church in Canada, in these words .—

*In addivion to the above [statisties of the
Gorvetnment Pmary Schools and Aided Pne
vate Schools] there were filteen Coolie and
estate schools partly awded by the Gavetnment,
The attendance 1n these schools averaged §33,
viz , 30% boys and 136 gitls. The amount of the
Government costnbution was $25¢, voluatary
contributions £327 12n, 11d., and school fees

24 113, §J., — vukinp 2 total revenue of

681 g3 o0  (rent credit 1s du-to the Cana
dian Presbytenan Missionary Society for tbesr
etforts to muatun these schools and to the
reudcot minusters for the lively interest they
raanifestin the wosk 1L setms to me thatthe
evangelization and education of these
and their children who have render.
£o0d servace tn 1ht Colony .0 developang s
matenial resources 13 a doty which the Govern-
meat and thar employers owe to them It
must soonet ot laler be mwore sptercaticall
undertaken than :t bas heretofore Leen, and
have 10 dovta whatever that the wthx which
it wall ental wall amply repay its cost

Continuing, Mr, Macdonald said --

"It was a matter of regret to me,
that I had no opportunity of personally
looking irto the work car.ied on by
the ¥ resbytenian Church in Canada. I
had an opportunity, hov ever, of visiting
the school in connectinon with St An-
drew's church in Geo-gttown, Deme-
rarz, composcd entirely of black and
coloured children, 1 examined them
in their mental arithmetic and 'n Senp-
ture histery, and 1 asked no question to
which I did not receive a prompt and
satisfactory reply. While combating
the opmion put forth by some, that
these people aze incapable of elevaton,
] instanced the answers which I re
ceived in this school, and was told that
I .nust not regard that as & far sample
because that :s the best schocl 1n the
colony.

“ These are facts which ought gready
to increase the interest of those who
have had their attention drawn to this
class of work and ought to lead them to
sustain it wih increased efficiencsy.

*The death of Mr. Gibsan was very
generally conmented on by all classes,
and the hope was ~xpressed that the
pixce lelt vacant’by his lamented death
would soon be filled.”

Out readers we doubt not will heartily
agree with Hon. Senator Macdonald
that the facts p ssented by him with
regard to our Churck's work in Deme-
rara and Trinidad are very encouraging,
and should lead them to support it
with increamsed efficiency.  Although

ple
such

any of the seminaries of the Church,

s
thas Mussion 15 wore mumatelyl,'c&é
nected, wn s ongin and its workers 'Iflrlk
the kastern Division of the Chusch and
sull 15 more immediately under‘fts
supcrviniod, there is no rcasun why
should not be the subject ot the r‘é'ny
stant praycrs and hberality of the whole
Church  In the absorbing interest
tha has of late been awskened id con-
nection with the larger and wiore dis-
Ll enterpises s which the Chureh is
engaged, there is some danger that the
sialler though not lessimportant fields
may I overlooked.  ‘I'he need of vol-
unteers to fill the vacant places in this
field 15 before the Church, Thete
ought to be no necessity for urging, to
obtain the nght men. The field is

pronising  ‘T'he saceifices are compar-
uvely hght ‘T'he work 1s urgent, Who
will go?

DR M'GILL.

’I‘HE death of so enunent a Presby-

terian as the Rev.  Alexander
Taggant McGill, D.I., LI.D., Profes-
sor of Homiletical and Pastoral Theo
logy n the Pnnceton Theological
Senunary, must be of interest to all
Presbytenans, and especially to the
hundreds of clergymen over the world
who arcgraduates of that famous institu-
tion of learnung  On January 13th, in
the 82nd ycar of his age, after a pro-
tracted illncss, this great Homilist en-
tered into rest.  His funcral at Prince-
ton, on the 16th, was largely attended,
many ennnent clergymen being pre-
sent.

In his best days, Dr. McGill was
one of the strongest and most influen-
tial numsters 1 the Presbyterian
Church of the United States. On
Feclemastical Law he was the highest
authority, his opinions being accepted
as final on all important occasions.
In the courts of the Church he was a
commanding figure, being clear in
judgment, ablc in debate, and excel-
lent as a presiding officer. As a
wnter 1n the Priucefon Revieww and
other religious journals, he produced
ariicles of great weight 1n settling
many important matters of Church
polity. As a preacher he was elo-
quent, Scniptural, and exceedingly
practical.  As 3 professor of Homii-
ctics and Pastoral Theology, including
Feclestastical Law, he had no equal in

and, perhaps, not 1n any of the oth
denominations It was n this o
capacity that Dr McGill did his great
Itle wotk. He was a teacher of the
highest order, ¢lear inintellect, decided
in his opinions, kind in spint, and dig-
pified in manner. His lectures on
Church Government and Pastoral
Theology were always full of thought,
expressed in clear, eloquent phraseo-
iogy. In the classroom he never
failed to excite attention and command
ptofound respect. He was both {n-
strucuve apd entertaiming  He in-
spired students with his themes, 30
that they went forth, as ministers,
knowing the government of the Pres-
byterian Church, and, at least, the
theory of Pastoral Theology. As &
teacher of Homiletics, Professor Me-
Gill, at heart, believed 1n but one kind
of scrmon, * the textual,” or *topical”
To him, a discourse was nothing ex-
cept 1t contained an ‘' exordium,” a
“ proposition,” *' three heads,” and »
“neroration.” However effective *ex.
pository preaching may be,” it received
no encourigement in Princeton for
nearly thirty years,  If there was weak-
ness in this, Dr. McGill certainly
showed his own method to be one of
prodigious power. He 1s the stroogest
pteacher who has command of both
modes ; yet the textual must never be
subordinate. lao this we believe the
Pnnceton School to be sound

This cminent scholar and teacher
had a wonderfut gift of memoty, espe
enlly m s use of the Scaptures. In
his scrmons and praycrs the quantity
of the Word of God he would quote
was marvellous, it was always done
with exactness, and genemally with
great effect. He knew the Bible by
heart. He made free use of his mem-
ory o preaching. It Is said that ail
his sermons were closely memorized.
At Jeast he was most urgent upon his
siudents to make themselves good
memorists. While many consider this
faculty the pdorest of all the faculties,
De. McGill pleced upon it & high
valuation. No one should depreciate
memory, and cspecially the preacher
in his use of the Holy Scriptures.  The
Word, nt read from manuscript, bat
clearly spoken with all the unction of
s heart on fire, has & prodigions

“ Alexander T McGill was of Irish
ptientage , was boen ia the State of
Pennsylvanta; hegan Wfe as a lawyer,
o weorge  entered the ininistty when
e was thirty years of age, was a pas
tor nearly twenty years, in 1348, was
Moderator of the General Assembly,
and 1 1354, aceepred the call of
I'nnceton to the Char which he so
ably filled for twenty nmne  ycars,
Snce 1883, the Rev. 1 MceGutl has
been Hrofeisor Emertius
sediiree- —
EDITORIAYL, NOTVES
Tur fmends of Vemperance have
much reason to be gratificd with the
mecting of the Omano Branch of the
Domunon Alhiance, held i this city
last week, There was a large attend-
ance of delegates, and ‘*hroughout
the deliberations thiere was heard no
note of discouragement at the recent
reverses at the polls. It was shown
from carcfully coliated stahisuics that
the Scott Act, even 1n counties where
the Act had beer repealed, hashad the
eficet of decreasing the sale of spirits
and the number of drunken men,
There was abundant encouragement to
go forward. Among the recommend-
ations adopted, were the following :—

counstables Le mumplified so that the
police magistrate and justices of the
peace, out of session, be empowered Lo
appoint the necessary officials, whose
term of service will be of suthicient
length of time to enfoice the law.

That magstrates be cmpowered to
punish by reasonable fines or by dis-
missal from service thosv constables
who tefuse, neglect, o1 fail, without suffi-
cient reasons, to do therr duty.

That the Government be requested
tn exercise 2 more ngid supervision
over their own appointees.

That the Ilominion Alliance urge
upon the Dominion Government to
amend the Scott Act, 50 a3 1o protect
private individuals in bringing prosecu-
tions against offenders, by giving them
some portion of the fincs, and in cases
where theress sufficient reason forprivate
indinidualstoundertaketheenforcement
of the Scott Act, provision be made to
meet necessary expenses where they
fail to secure conviction.

That all legitimatc influence be ex-
erted to place temperance men 1n the
several municipal, provincial, and Dom-
mion offices through which the enforce-
mient of any liquor laws may have to

pass.

That police magustrates be urged to
enforce the letter of the law in cases of
third offence.

That the jocal Alliancen each con-
stituency send through its executive a
delegation to the party conventions to
make knuwa its wishes and purposes.

That this convention appoint a com-
mittee to perfect these local organiza-
tions for political action at the earliest
opportunity, and deem it advisable to
have on this cornmuttee representatives
from crery temperance organization.

That we call upon the friends of
prohibition to orgamize in each of the
constituencies for the purpose of pre-
venting the reelection of any member
who doet not favour the resolution, and
for securing the nomination and elec-
tion of candidates who are known and
publicly avowed prohubrtionists, and
who agree to act 1n concert with other
members of the House who favour pro-
hibition, in all matters relating to pro-
hibitive legislation.

The Convention believing also that
total probibition would be greatly hast-
ened, and its success assured were the
franchise enjoyed by women cqually
with men, adopted the following resolu-
tion :~—

That this Convention instruct the
Executive Committee of this Alliance to
memorialize the Dominion and Provin-
cial Governments to have placed upon
the statute books of this country the
necessary legisiation to give the women

with the n ualifications equal
ptivileges at all elec(}ions. “

It is pleasing to notice that the Alli.
ance is now out of debt and that it
feels itself warranted in appointiog a
salaried agent to devote his whole time
to the work of extending, organmizing,
ond otherwmise promoting the objects of
the Allance. It is not tco much to
expect that one result of the Conven-
tio will be, on the part of temperance
people, a more aggressive attitude to the
Drink traffic than has of late tharac
terized them.

‘Tug visit of Canon Knox-Little to
this city has made apparent the long
suspected fact that there arc some—we
hope not many—amongst the Anglican
clegy and laily in Toronto who believe
in suricular confession, baptismal re.
geoeration, the real presence and other

y how much good the Canon’s visit has
oae to the cause of Anglicanism bere,
t “ A Protestant Churchman ® in the
glaily press acknowledges some benefit.
e says ;—
P Churchinen aowe Canon Knox-Little

power in the pulpit.

A debt of gratitude foe his missiotl Bere,
|

That the process of appointment of |

dogwmas of popery. Itis not for us to | gical

| forasmuch it 1s calrulated to arcuse the
y huj to & hively sense of the character
and object of the I nghsh Chuich
Romamsers. and prepas c them o take
| such steps as shall neunalise the danger
and progress of the old Uractanan and
Puteyite party, now called Rituahst,
. who have already nisguided <o many
i and are sl leading on thear followers
"a day's maich nearer Rowne, where
Newman and Maoning have gone be-
tore.
tu the Lght of the warm réceptun
! Canon 1 attle has recerved from a por
!uon of the Anglican clergy we would
think that the prospects of union be.
between Anghcamsm, at least as ex
| pounded by Canonl ittle and Rev John
Langtry, and Picshylctianism are not
very pronusing.

‘I'ue Italian Priest, to whom had been
refesred the distnbution of the $y00,
oco to be coliected from Canadian tax-
payers—Roman Catholic, 'rotestant,
Preshytenian, Methodist, Bapluist, An-
ghican, Agnostic—as compensation for
the confiscated Jesunts' estates, as 1t 1s
cuphemistically but most insolently
called, has not waited long 1o make up
his nund as to the disposal of the
plunder  Laval University 1s to receive
onc half and the rest goes ta the Jesuits
proper  ‘I'he money is to be paid over
at once by the I'rowincial Treasuter.
S0 the foremigner decrets.

Wr understand that Mz ). 7. Mor
ton, of l.ondon, Lngland, to whose 1n-
tercst in Musions our Church in com-
mon with other Presbytenian bodies 1s
indebted for many acts of kindness and
much Gnancial support, has sigmfied
to the Foreign Mission Committce of
our Church that he has formarded for
distnibution  to all our foreign mas-
sionancs copies of Spurgeon’s “In
terpreter,” Our Rest Day,” and " The
Rlacksmith's Essay.” Mr. Morton de-
scryes, as he will no doubt receive, the
thanks of the Church for this expression
of considerate Liberality.

REv, PETER WricuT, B.ID,, of Strat-
ford, Ont., Convener of the Gengeral
Assembly's Committee on ‘Temperance,
desires, through the REVIEW, to call the
attention of Sessions to the fact that
the Questions on Temperance are to
be found 1n the Acts and Proceedings
of iast General Assembly, at the close
of the Report on Temperance. Mr.
Wright says : " From thcn‘qﬂ'.‘r‘:.,
ceived regarding questmt!'k“w ons
it 15 eviflent that many Soaslool. hpé et
aware that they have themn already fn

their possesuion.”

We would invite attention to Rev.
Dr. Armstrong’s series of papers on
Sabbath Observance, the first of which
appeats on our first page today. As
. Secretary of the Domion Allance,
' Dr. Armstrong has given much atten-
tion to the matter, and his presentation
of the case cannot but prove helpful to
all who are considening the best means
of preserving the Sabbath day from

violatigp.

AT a meeting of the Presbytery of
Edinhurgh on Tuesday Jan. 8ih, the
“Spurgeon of the North,” Rev John
McNeill, pastor of McCrie-Roaburgh
church, accepted the call 1o Regent.
Square church, London. It 1s our
intention to give a portrait and biogra-
phical sketch of Mr. McNeill at an early
day.

A rapEr from the pen of Rev. Dr.
Stoellie, of Fergus, on " Holiness ™ will
appear in out next issus,

Literary Notices

THE Magasine of ArY, lor February,
is especally noteworthy, presenting, as
it does, a number of portraits of Mr.
Gladstone,the frontispiece being 2 photo-
gravore reproduction of Millais’ portrait
of the renowned statetman and scholar.
This engraving is onc of the most re
markable portraits we have seen, and
is well worthy of being framed.  Among
the papers that go to make up an unusu-
ally excellent number, are, ** The Isle of
Arran ;" “ Thoughts on our Ant of
TFoday ;* * At FEducation” and
“1llusirated Journalism in England.”
|Castell & Co, New York; $3.50 a
year.]

« Curistian Work Among the Cree
Indians” is the title 5f the opening arti-
¢le in The Quuer for February, and this
is tollowed by “ A Sermon on Salt,” by
the Rev. Mich;,el }-‘.o.:Wood.rel W; ha‘re
alson of a more y theolo-

i m on * (’.‘ro&’n";u Preventing
Goodness.” *Sants Claus at Clifton
Cottage,” is a very pretty story, which

in Council” ‘Thete is an illusteated
aper on * Some Linle-known Biblical
Creazures,” and a bundle of * Shert
A!mws " of morc than usual Interest.
[Cassell & Co., New York, $1.c0a year.)

ey

Contributed,

SPIRITUAL RESULTS IN THE
PRIMARY Cl.ASS.

Y Uy wiLetip I‘QIA|T\‘ "he YORN
AMaN purchased a plot of gro
for a garden.  Hc way t[)bligcd t%: t:;:g
not what he mught have chosen, but
what he could wet.  Some portions of
the ground were well located, and fer-
tile, wlnle other pants were ovecrgrown
with thorn brush. On one side were
areat tocks that would need to be rze.
moved by blasting—nol a promising
outivok for a garden spot. ‘The put.
chaser called in an experienced gar
dener, and gave m full charge of the
ground, with hiberty to employ as many
assstants as he could use to good
advantage.  Before long, the hitherto
neglected spot became a busy scene.
Some men were sct 1o work in the
loamy, nich places.  They soon had
well shaped beds Jaid out ready for the
planting.  Lut what of thosc who were
set 10 work in the thorn brush?  Theiwr
progress was slow, and accompanied by

many a ctuel stinging wound.

And what of those who worked
among the rocks 2 Great patience and
endurance were required for the diffic
cult task given them  Ever and anon
the portions of sock which they were
able to detach had to be carried off 1o
make room for succceding blasts, ‘I'hey
had to exercise the greatest of care, as
hfe was cndangered by the flying frag-
mcents.

l.ong weeks before the rocks were
temoved, the fertile spots in the garden
were yielding their harvests, and even.

slender yield of first frusts, At
::owevcr. the rocks were remdredotn s’
evel corresponding with the etharpurts
of the garden. Then‘sell ikadito be
brought from a distamte and Wid upon
the bed of rock, .o Wik all"was ready
for planting, the g «said, “ Foll
fun{kgmes %r our has been ex-
pen upon-<ithiyrocky portion, that
there has besss1gpon thcpfznilc spots.
Shali I not therefore look to it for the
richest and best productions?”  * Not
30," said a fnend, “n will not equal in
the (uality of its fruits any other part
of your garden.”
Which things are an allegory.

Chnist is the purchaser, yea, with red
coth of His own blood. The gardener
is the Church into whoss case He gives
what he has purchased. The asustants

" the. e 20§ X
dress them. But in this good ground,
where we have been called to labour,
have we nothing 10 contend against ?
Have we only to plant, and then joy-
ously to reap? Alas! no.

Charles Dudley Warner, in his capi-
tal book, ' My Summer in a Garden,”
says, “ I believe that 1 have found, if
not onginal sin, at least vegetable total
depravity wn my garden. It s the
branch or joint, or snake.grass, the
botanical name of which somebody
wntes me is devil-grass—the first time
I have heard the devil has a botanical
name.” Ph Uips Brooks, in his book on
“The Influence of Jesus,” says, *“ He
who speaks to the infant speaks to
mankind, behind the Babel of its divi-
sions.” We who have the choicest
spots in God's garden shall find deyy)-
grass growing in abundance It js
indigenous to the soil.  What shall we
do with it? Couatest every inch of
ground?  Not 10, says some one.
‘There are those, good Christian men
and women in the Church, who drive
us back with a warning hand, saying,
“ They'te too young™ ‘They would
let the devil-grass grow unul such a
net-work 13 formed beneath the surface
that nothing short of a great upheaval
can ud the soul of it

Shall we take for our watch-word this
sentence—-A child that i1 old emowgh to
decome a eriminal is old enongh to become
a Christian! How early can a child
become a criminal?  The law tells us
that at eight ycars of age, a child may
be convicted of murder in the first
degree. A clergyman who bas given

the tracts that had been covered by the..;.

thorn brush bad begun to give back b /.
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this matter much thought, saya: " A *

child that is old enough to be brought
before the bar of the court, is surely old
enough 1o be brought before the altar
of the Church. Where think you we
should find the longer lists of faithful
names, on the records of crime.or op
the records of the Church ? I am one
of those who would not give the devil-
grass a chance to grow in the hearts of
the children, the choicest spot in God’s
garden.  That this is not the general
opinion is painfully apparent. A few
days since a city daily paper, not at all
noled for the high moral tore of its
columns, has the following in an edito-
rial :—*The daily record of news no
longer seems completc without & report
of a discovery of a gang of small boys
intent on large crimes, or on becoming
cow-boys, circus-tiders or Indian exter-
minators, being moved thereto by im-
proper books, and too much leisure

is followed by a paper on * The Joy of | and liberty.”

Christ.” Prof. Church's thrilling papers,{ The editor looked m]l on the
“To the Lions,” ate continued. The |face. If he will but look below it, he
Houn. Isabel Plunket writes of St [will find that boys thus en in
Colomb's Cathedral, Londonderry ;| crime are thought ¥ too tohave
Prol. Blaikie writes of * Presbyterians | the devilgrass dist .
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