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Loxpox.—Our correspondent writes :
We have reorganized our Mutual Tmpro-
vement Association, and opened onr fall
campaign. A few particulars may be
useful and interesting. The Association
has @ President (the pastor), and Vice-
Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, and a
Programme Committee. Both sexes are
adnuited to membership, withous Hmi-
tation as 10 age ; so that, while the bur-
dens and responsibility vest chiefly on the
youny wen, the mectings are attended
oy all sections of the congregation.
Male members pay a fee of 25 cents for
the season-—io defray petly expenses ;
ladies arve freely welcomed.  Meetsings
every Monday night. ut 7: 30, closing
mperatively at 9: 30, Our programme
for one month from last Monday inclu-
des two general meetings: an evening
for a debate; and an evening for the
reading of the journal or portfoliv—a
monthly mamascript paper made upe of
contrivutions from the members. The
programme of the genvral mectings con-
sists of an essay, and a few readings and
recitations, the interstices being filled
up with music. Then come brief re-
marks, critical vr commendatory, the
chairman ‘“ crowning the edifice ” with
a few final observations. Then dismissal.
The meetings are opened with appro-
priate devotional exercises, succeeded
by the reading of the minntes, and the
transaction of any necessary Dbusiness.
Before entering on the programme, an
intermission of five minutes is allowed,
to enable the programme committee to
see if all whose names ave on the list for
the eveni.g are present, and to make
arrangements for futnre meelings, [
am persuaded that a Mutual Improve-
ment Association canbe made of advan-
tage to those who attend it, and to the
congregation with which it is connected.
Let it be part and paicel of the chureh,
iet the pastor he the mainspring of the
organizition ; not, however, by dving
everything himself, but, rather, by
giving a proper tone and beni to the
proceedings. A few clostng hints may
not be amiss : make the business portion
of the meeting prompr and bricf.  Here
mugh depends on having a good chair-
man.  Let all remarks and criticisms be
orderly and courteous. Ajm high, en-
deavouring 1o seeure goud {though bricf)
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essnys, and an acquaintance with stand-
ard literature. An occasional humorous
selection gives variety ; but the comie
should be sternly kept in its proper
place of subordination. It will be seen
that too much importance caanot be
given to the sclection of a programme
committee. Don't make it too large—
three or four persons.  The programme
committee is (or ought to be) the life
of the Association.

Burrorp axp New Duruam.—Rev.
. J. Robinson has resigned the pas-’
torate of these churches, and, by the
time these lines reach our readers, will
have preached his favewell sermons.

VESPRA, ANNIVERSARY SERVICQES. —
On Sabbath, the 20th October, the Rev.
J. A, R. Dickson, of Turonte, preached
anniversary sernons, morsing abd even-
ing, in the new Congregational Church,
Vespra. On the next day was held a
sviree, for the purpuse of raising funds
to pay off the remaining debi.on the
building.  After a sumptuous repast,
folluwed by excellent addresses from the
Rev. Mr. Dickson, Rev. Mr. Nixon,
Primitive Methodist, and others, the
pastor stated that, besides the proceeds
of the tea mecting and Sabbath collec-
tions, there remamned about $60 to be
made up. The Rev. Mr. Nixon sug-
gested that trees be planted around the
church, and any on: who wished to
jlant and owna tree be charged a certain
sum for the privilege. The suggestion
was adopted, and eight trees were imme-
diately sold, at £5 a picce, and after-
wards six more, at $2 a piece—the Rev.
Mr. Dickson purchasing one for the
ladies. There being still a deficieney, a
good brother, who had alre.dy pur-
chased o tree al $5, rose, avd offered to
pay the balance of the debt. A good
cheer told the delight felt at the ¢hurch
being free. It may be well to add, that
the pastor, having purchased a tree at
£5, two ladies afterwavds waited upon
him, and requested him to sell them the
tree, as they had not had the opportu-
nity of purchusing at the time—n very
kind way of saying, we wish v relieve
you of the burden of paying any more
towards the building. Of course, he
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