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In o £ w weeks the Fedeial Parha-
B tuent of Canada will be in SCE8I0H.
“Tho Capdal will be astic with un-
usual activity and the politscians  of
all dogrees will flock to that fegisia-
tave contre  The ususl ceremomnies will
take place, and the publicly-discussed
bus!nebs of the country will have  be-
Y gun Ottawa, duning the three or four
i months of session, becomes the fotus
--gowards which converge all vays of in-
Atcrcct — public  and private The
“many-cred press of the Donunton will
¥ keep  heen watlta upon every move-
© ment, aniious to record the same for
thie general berefit of afi readers, sud
% for the special cnjoyment or mstruc-
tlon of some particular section of the
g puhtxcal world fhe season of sharp,
destructive, as well as  con-
structive, pohtical criticism draws
ar, and already the first symptoms
of the fever that fires the jourmahist's °
veins, are to be noticed It might not
s untuncly for one who Is aleof from
» thc turmoil, the dw, the discord of
at Deated arena, to give expression
£0 his own views upon the question '
political  criticism an general 1°
avc no intention of referring to eith- i
‘p'\rtlcs or individudls;.my purpose
“rather national than politicat, ‘
There 15 notiang more healthy for |
e constitution of a country than =
fair, judicious and fearless analysis of
all measures a.ocated or adopted by
the legislators, There is, however, a
plant that is dapgerous urder our at
mosphere and tof our soil, although it
&s been long rooted into the systems
the old world, and has flourjshed
there in a spccial manner — It is par-
pe tylsm Here, where everything 1s new,
" fresh, vigorous, where congitions are
3 ike the climate and the country, at
“once bracing and cxpansive, the mind
¥: should soar above tho narrower fe-
; , strictions ol partyism and the eye
" should measure the future rather than
confine its range of vision to the
mere present 1 do not mean that we
must not have political parties, nor
that men are not bound to do their
duty towards whatever patrty they be-
licve to hold the more solid principles
k7 and promulgate the rwoce rational and
£ patriotic policy. To ask *hat wauld be
B (y demand that mim should divest
F- themselves of their Iree-born rights of
citizenship 1 merely wish to convey
that, in regatd to the subpot I have
chosen for this contribution our poli-
> tical cntitism should rise above fron-
: clad partyism, and shake atself free of
all pevt whims, prejudices, porsonal
likes or u'slikes, and, while aming at
the greater good ol the Dominion,
seek to discover the more remote con-
sequences of deeds and works, before
deciding upon their value under the
glass of present cirumstances.
E©  The man who sees everything per-
{ fect in his ownm political party, and
E:  everything imperfect m % one to
4 which be is opposed, is o more com-,
. petent to attempt howvest political cri-
k' ticism than is a bigot capable of writ~
: ing exast history The pdlitical critic
must be above all wmeanpess, either of
¥ sentiment or of expressiow, he must
-be chary of imputing motives when he
‘does not fully understard all the dif-
[ ficulties of a situstion, he must avoid
ir:hero worship om the one hand, and,
%:Slind personat antagonism on the
Kiother; he must give the benefit:
et _the 40w0% 4o the acting party tn-
e —————— I Mt

3

q
iy

" RRELT

e

Slybde s entioie

SPECIAL
PRIGES.

We're making some
ecial cuts in Fur.lined
.0ats for Gentlemen,
The re made of Black
Beb.Ver Cloth and lined
-with. Muskrat, wide Otter
Collars and Lapels, The}
best of tailoring. Wel
guarantee that there is no
such value on the contin-’
ent, and our business has
"been "built up of sticking
to our guarantees,

We're the largest: fur-
riers in Catada.

A specnl line of. Gentle:
men's Fur-lined Over-
coats, with 1age Otter
Collars an ¢ Lapels,
Muskrat Lining 50 00

eesseresssreses e e

) vE.W, &0, DIwEEN coT

o]

T ORONT O

Political Criticism

wiilten Syeciatly for ‘The Register

til such time as results cither jusufy
or condemn such action, he must take
ito constant  cossideration the  va-
riety of hues in the rambow of pro-
vinees that spans our Donnnlon  from
sea to seq, he must heep before s
mind the countless conficting inter-
ests that come together w a whirl of
confuston at the Capital, he must not
furget that those who have been call-
ed upon, by the people ta govern the
country — from leader tn jast hieoten-
ant—have tu deal with various races,
divers rreeds, numerous geographical-
ly divided sections, and mtold cor-
porate as well as individual interests,
e must keep i mind that emulation
15 the order of the day, and that all
are rushmg and josthng each  other
along the highway of Canadian pro-
gress, each scekng to forge ahead of
all other competitors, and that the
men responsible for the well-betug and
the future of the whole nation cannot
wgnore any one of these If he can Te-
tain but a few of these constderations
wm his nind, when he sits down to pen
his pohucal criticiams, he will prob-
ably produce tnat which will be cal-
culated to advance the Dominion and
to bring harmony out of chaos, good
understanding out  of blind antagon-
ism, and future grealnc% out of the
hittle events of the passing hour,

Sir William Draper, mn one of Ius
replies to Jumus, characterized that
fampus critic's efiusions ax -Assertion
without proof, declamations without
argument, and violent censure with-

{ out dignity or moderation.” Whether

he was justified in such a characteri-
zation it is not for me to hete exam-
ine, but in this short phrase e has
clearly indicated that which is needed
in the statesman or political leader,
in the legisiator or ordinary politi-
cian; proof for every assertion; argu-
ment benedth the splendors of thetor-
ic, and both dignity and moderation
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i all censuring of others
As a rule it is the party & powe:
that becomes the object of pnlltlcal

criticiem. That which is in opposition }
by the smore fuct of its passive par-!
“icipatien®in the afflars of logidation,

rather than any direct or active part
it qan take, is sheltered from these
shafts, Nut that its principles, its
ideals, of Jfhe expressions of 4t¢ advor

cates are beyond teproach, hut s‘lmplyﬂ
thet its mission, for the time heing, is{

to oppese, to find fmalt, to dictate
what shouid be done,. to assert what
it wonld do — but not hmwing ¢he
power what it does not 8o ilnw word, |
pohitical criticism reducs itsdli to the
examining 1nto, the dissecting -of and;
the passing judgment upon the achions
of the exiwing governmont—nu matter
to which party it belomgs.

In politios, as well as in liteeature,
in religion, &n philosophy, and 'tn every

oLier sthese, there are two Mmds - dl‘

criticism — gestructive ax aggmessive,
and ponstruckive, or faveralle, To
justly oriticiee men and segsures the
“woiter must .understand that ke is
oblignd %0 apily both stamdards,
that it is his duty, in as far as dacts
and fhe dnterests of the ceewtry weill |
allow, o ‘give the preferemce te the
aonnmnti\(e yather than the destruo-]
tive. The latter is the easicr of tthe
tweo, 2! dlemands the least amuwnt of
copactly, o ffomesight, of judgment,
thecause  almost:any petsom cam  @ind
Hault, cap pldk Daws can wole orrers,
Qi -fthe «ihér Thawt, constrwctive ariti-
[ailsm r&&m eceptipal sfiention.

"i‘nsofmg. and above ol
a mm:ty Jor deticting remote conue-
auenoes frem the mere presence of us-
esrhi.nad facts. ‘The Government pro-
'poses some measure, the public does
not exacily grasp its  purport; de-
structive criticibrn a8 poured (n like
roind shot amd shell  Possibly the
measwre is ailewed to drop; the public
has succoeded fn killing it. Does the
matter end there? Ten wears hence the
public will ask “Why &d rot some
government in the past adopt such a
measure?”’ Because when & government
whose statesmen had forescen . this re-
slt was prepared to do sp, the de-
strurtive political criticism of the
unforeseeing had rendered it incxpedi-
ent; and the lack of a singie, *vrell-
balauced, impartial, constructive criti-
cism of that nieasure, robbed U cotn-
try of a boon that it would otherwise
have enjoyed.  We must remember
that those who are responsible and
obliged to take the initfative, with all
its consequences, are in a position to
study the requirements qf the cotntry
{n general, to delect future combuia-
tions of intetests that men, with mere
individual aims; canuot be expected to
detect, and to prepare for conditicns
that a constantly nearing future must
necessarily present,

Let us have politicel criticism~but
let is be patriotic, Canadian, con-
structive, for our country is in pro-
cess of construction, being a lnnd of
the future.
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YOU MAY' NEED Pain-Killer “at
any ‘time<in case ol accident. Cures
cuts, -brujses and sprains, ay well ay
-all .howel complaints.
itutes; 'thete™ only one Pain-Killer
Perry Davie', 85c. and 80c,
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(The Catholic Times.) -

Most important is the information
%o hand that the Holy Father has de-
stermined ‘to appoint a special Pontifi-
rcal Cominisstom  for the purpose of
studying, in the light of modern dis-
coveries, qucﬂmns
: cred ';cdpmm "The personticl’ of “the
Commission witl ‘have Cardinai Paroo-
drchi lor its  president, and with ham
will sit Cardeals Vives and Segna as
sassessors. Fathar David Fiéming, the
Fr:\nciscm, wul b secretary, and the
i consultors are to .be choren from all
{( parts of the Cathinlic world. The men
samong  us of fight and leading on
Biblical topics age to have a  loeg-
wished opportumty of laying thei
thoughts belore the Holy See, aad
jwo effort will he spared to enable ee-
ery scholar to negister his opinions on
the greatest protdem, from the Catho-
dic point of view,.at this hour. Theme

At Fagill be, we understand, every facility

aforded to grappe with a class «f
questions which ane as difficult as they
age teasing. For many decades now
those of us who ame even alightly con-
wersant with the tnend of thought am-
ong intellectual Caftholics have recog-
sniged the urgent negessily of some
action to minimize dangers which, if
allowed to increase, wnust ultimatoly
thmaten grievous evi2 to the Catho-
lic cause Not ouly paiests, but lay-
meu also, have sorely felt the peril
of - e situation, and &t is with um-
bounded satistaction shat we chroni-
cle the resolve to which the Holy Fa-
ther, in his wisdowm, kas arrived The
Comniission, it may be hoped, wilt
help- te secure pesce in aming to many
a weary soul; its very appointment is
enough  to salve over some ugly
wounds Men, excellent, pious, of re-
putation .unblemished, ‘ave spoken
and written in favor of what . were
termed pregressive views. At the time
they and their opinions wese not al-
ways well received. Like al eeformers
they had thair inrnace of afMiction.
To many of them the Pontitosl Com-
misslon will eome as a balmy wind
amid the flames of trial, and %eyond
any doubt,” when the Commpission
closes its Jabors, they will haye been
able to show that, though apparently
out of harmony at the moment, they
were npver-in discord" with the actuil
sentiment of ecclesfastical doctrine,

But from yet another polat of sight
the' constitution of this Commission is
of enormous and almost incalculable
importance. It starts,.in some sense,
a new era in  the history of Catholi-
cism. Theology teaches that the Holy
Qhost dwells in the whnie- Church,
which He guards and guides unto all
truth in matters of Divine Faith. To
the Bishops, with the Pope as -their
infallible head, ruling with suprexe
and fnerrant power, He has committed
‘the-task of teaching. Yét this indwell-
Ing is in the whole body; the head is
not cut off from the members, nor are
the members soparated from the herd.
‘Both conspire together for the fulness
of faith and charity. And, by wmeans
.of- thiv-Pontifical Commssion, the

affecting the Sa-* | prool of th W PO &he,
Sovoreign Hontif that be' ¥ calling. in

-which seemed to be nowelties,

tames of old, mn sbe easily and .ade-
quately gauged, The Investigations
preliwinary to any. Pax»al Gecisian will
be rapidly and surely-anatie, nor is it
possitde  thad: ;any. smasters wall- ‘be
overlouked, BameJus al\m}s 5hnwn
herselt alive. 4o the dcnumds and Ain-
terests af the:hour; :dnd’ i is One mure

the alility of she learned to.aswmstein
the preliminary  labors of e most
notahle Tunction of his holy office The
anited wislom, Ahe assendled counsdls
«f the Catholic world are to be plac-
««d at the disposul of him whose su-
preme duty is 30 lead the flueh .o
Chirist with unetring steps, mto the
Pastures of ‘truth

Little foresight is needed to pro-
phesy that the appointment ~of this
Commisdian for the stuly of gques-
tons affecting Sacred Scripture  will
Drove to be, not m wolitaty expedient,
but a precedent In otherhranthes of
inteflect smnetliing wimilar will, with
the progress of ime :ant the vgxuxth
«af ¢he Church in English-speaking’
fands, assusedly be required. Indeed,
it s by no means.utside the limits
©f the probatile that we may many of
us Jive tu see a Coundil gt the fLearn-
of established for the constamt cop-

sideration of the caanging -problems of {.

these mapithnwving times. The world
advances guicMly now, so quickly that
sone ol ws can keep up with themease-
Jess masch of mind  Jtiis an age of
specialies, anti  only by the rewnion
of many men cmn you gat at the tull
theught «f the day. As always, the
Hety See has reovgnizedl ke signs  of
the ¢ime, antl ntellectusil . Catholees
sveqywhere will gratefully acknowd-
edge the spiendid action to ‘which the
preseut Pope hes giwen jnitiutive. Not
jJeast will fhose wihose lang efforts
are now at kst tinged with the first
dawn of suooess be grateful that the
darkness is passing rapidly away, and
that the day » near when thore who
wete [nghtened at the sound of words
shall
be given t0 reabsze that the Gospel
of God, if {t.1s ever old, Is ever wew,
aad that s Word 1s not merely for
yesterday, but for 10-day — for ewry
day that shall be tl  the crack of
doom; and that in deciding questions
which affect it, while judgment cotnes
{from the centre, every information is

to be gathered along the nwmerous
1adif that stretch therefrom to  the
circumf{erence.
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.wilt stand the altar and

The Architectural Review for Janu-
ary containg an article on Westmins-
ter Cathedral by Mr. W. R Lethaoy,
which is profusgly and handsomely -
lustrated, giving vamous views of the
-building. In the course ©f 1t Mr. Leth-
.aby says: R
. The Jargest church in.London, .ex-.|
cepting St. Paul's gnd the-Abbey, 13-
now, after cight or sn years of la.»
hor, rapidly aeanngstructural com-
pletion. Nothing but praise and con-
gratulation 1s due to all concerncd n
this fine wore, and nothing but good
fortune seems to have attended its
progress The site way a wonderful
space to find fn crowded Westminster
‘The Fafthiul have supported the
scheme with loyal enthusiosm, and the
work was confided into ttie hands -of
an architect of great gilts and matur-
ed powers, Mr. J. F. Hentley, who m
turn has simply buflt his life-into the
church with unmeasured devation.

The new Westminster Cathedral,
wikether fine architecture or not, is
firat of all & bulldtag  homogeneous,
simply seen, and directly constructed
- mwnumental, as we say. Its large
parts cohere into organic umty, and
it is set out on lives tberal and suave
without unnecessary ar{-mooks and
transparent protences of spontancous
s.mplscity.

The scale is  vety Jarge—the span
equal, anileed, to the largest knowr, —
and the jheight ample.  Sebsudiary
parts, lke the baptistery and the side
chapels af the Virgin and the Sacm-
ment, are themaselves large, but %
main chucch carries thein as proudly
as 2 Liner carnes little ships stung
on davits,

Every ballthng properly and neces-
sarily has its forebears, and this one,
89 far as its  main  dispositions go,
wems to be based on Romanesque ex-
zmples In  the southwest of France
and in Lombardy, and on such a B~
zantine church as St Irene, Constan-
tineopie.

The building & a doied basilica,
havung four domical bays, and an ap-
sidal termmmation which contains the
monks' choir Under the apsis s a
fine crypt, with relicchamber pro-
fecting westward undee the high  al-
tar  The east bay — next to the ap-
sidal end with | its tiers of seits —
lorms  the raised preshytery, where
1 its balda-~
chin. Out of the next bay westward
open transepts  This and the two
other domed compartments by the
nave are euch subdivided inio two
minor bays in the aistes. Along the
sides runs a colonpade of nonolithic
marble columns supporting ‘a gallery,
and'a similar arcade returns at ‘the
west end, forming & narthex. Beyond
the axslee are chapels which extend
transverse mecasurn  to the same
breailth as the franspets The lighting
ol the central spani of the nave s by
Inrge -lunettes ‘high up* under the
domes, and filled with. &-tracery .of
Tattine-work. The-doing:over - tbe a‘-
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ence The domes themselves are re-
markably interesting examples of
constructive art, being entirely formed
of concrete wlthout and within The
pockeis of the penditives are brought
up to a level terrace, on which the
dones seetn  to stand like inverted
bowis on a table.

Abuve the Jevel of the roof-terrace

the domies are double, and férmed of

1wo concentric shells o( concretc, hav-
ing an awr-space of some three or four
wnches between them. The outer casing
s of concrete slabs bedded on nibs
which rest on tbe inner dome proper
Thrs shielding of the dome, while al-
lowing a free passage lor mir and for
any water which tmay get through,
seems to be al admirable expedient,
and in the trucst sense orniginal — an
originality which is no caprice, but
reaches out from the firm ground of
neoessity. This series of large, grace-
-ful domes, ristng out of the terrace-
platform, is in every 'way & remarka-
ble feat of building, done so simply
and convincingly as to become a fine
~werk of art. Throughout the church,
indeed, the constructive ideas are fine-
ly conceived, and realized with great
dating, assuramce, aml success,

After referring to other polnts which
paridcularly appealed to him such as
the ‘masterly simplicity of the whole
scheme by which a huge unit bay, of
-sixty feet square, fuur times repeated,
and a noble apse, form the efiective in-
terior, Mr Lethaby calls attention to
other very flue dispositions for con-

[ .vemience and eflectne display, :nclud-
ing the change in the dome over the-

crossing, whereby lighC  as from a
crown i sudia‘ed over the bigh alter;
the managraaat  of the trassepts,
where, by means ol a transverse col-
onnade, and large junette above, the
deuhle space is opened up as one; and
the way 1he crypt 1s made visible
frora the presbytery by a series of
arches.  As the outside 1s practically
cowplete, continuess Mr Lethaby, and
within the bwlding 1s only an enor-
mous hrick and concrete shed, no bet-
ter exarple ts easy so find for the
purpose of probwng for ourselves the
sources of satisfaction open to s fin
modern building Without. one s niade
alert, curious, (orced back on com-
patatwwe criticism,  .nclined to carp,
slightly wearied, 1t may be, by the as-
tounding  display of scholazship in
what 1 may cail decorative morpholo-

!t beauty were a  ercly abstract
thing, there are thougits, conwrivan-
ces, delicacies of fancy here which
might give fortune to a hundred build.
ings. No expedient of a critical re-
finement is here neglected The great
tower which climbs 220 feet into the
air has the entasis of a clussic ol
umn, The capitals are eleganily pro-
filed like the earliest perfect Greck.
The mouldings are purposewul, sharp,
and refined Everywhere is change, ad-
justment, variety.

Moreover, there Is a certain uaiver-
sality — or, at least, synthesis — in
the style, and every country and ey-
ery age contributer its queta Athens,
-Byzantium, Pisa, Bolognz, Milan,
Venice, the South of .Franck, Fug-
:land’s Gothic, the Remissance of «
Donateli; the modern- I-‘rench of 2.

.
I

.Diici(not- \'lollet), aud the modetr

- -

Faghsh o' Phihp Webb — all these,
and many moce antecedents color tmv
complex result

Inside all 1s different You step over
the threshold of the Cacdinal v door,
and the nstant unpression 18 that of
reality, icason, power, seremity and
peste Almust 4 sense of natute -—
the hatufal 1a® of stiue ture

The great <ize uf this reservoir
AL At e rees cur imaginationg
The besght  and  distances allow  of
that bluewng & the atmusphere whick
turns «f from rere nothingness inlo a
vistble entity — 4 portaon of Space, a
siice of Infinity it symdiol of the In-
finite  Indefinite aesthetic criticism is
here out of court The ohvious sense
and soundness of the structure beats
down all the ‘mutually destructive
opintons of exrerts in taste Does not
taste approve 1it” Then so much, tro
worse for taste  In such a baullding
the constrective and use problems are,
of course, solved by the light of a cer~
tain generalized “artistic insight”’ in
what, for ¢ moment, we may call
scente display, hut this display ftself
is not a oquestion of mere nerve vi-
bration, it is based on unconstiously,
reasoned ideas of order, clearness,
myStery, mastery, gencrosity, sweel~
ness, pride, as definitely as every act
and word of the rites to be here cele~
brated express like controlling, even
if unrealized, motives. Bvery work ot
art is a confession of faith.
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The Health of the Pope.

Rome, Jan. 10~Dr. Lapponi, the
Pope’s physician, said to-day of the
health of Pope Leo, whom he visited
last night aftec an absence of three
days:

““Far years the Pope has not enjoy&
ed suck perfect health. He never falls.!
to fast on Friday, and sometimes on-
other days.

“The principal precantion I insmt
upon is keeping his rooms at an even
temperature of 65 degrees, especially,
as he ts most careless about himselfs
He {requently retires without propetly:
adjusting his flannels about his cfests
When 1 remonstrate, he says he doe:-x
not want to coddle himsell,'* .

When asked, if the Pope shoul(Lr\e;r
main as strong.as at present, how
long he would hivp DF.-Lapponi an<
swered- .

I do not care to.speculate on tha\
question, but there is no reason‘-whr- B
he should :not reach the age-of Greg-.
ory 'the Ninth, who was a centenar=~
fan *

This would mean eight years more
of hife, which would make Leo's pontia
ficate longer than that of St. Peter;
and even louger thut that of Pius
IX., wbo reigned thirty-one years.

The Vatican is informed that (hree
American pilgrimages are cxpected
this year ou the occasion of the twen-
ty-fifth anniversary of Pope Leo's pon=
tificate,

< The Catholic Indian Association,
which has been formed in Ottawa, has
for its abjects the finding employniegt
for more red men outside the Teserves,
the promotion of hadits of clesxiimens .
among the inhabitants of the icicives
and the developmest of education by
the introduction of Indian teachees
The wellare of the Indian has been
left practically in the hands ot the
missionaties and tde government all
along A philanthropic movement to-
aid the ¢hurch i the great work it
is doing will find occupation tor its
energy. >

;

E

The
Hnghest

of Exce!!ence
in Musical
Instruments is
Exemplified

BELL

ART

PIANOS

and
Every tacility for luvest'eating the merits of
M B!(Wnd- lashiuments ip oloui

BELL A

OUILPH. ONTARIO

Toronto Warerooms 148 Yoope Stresd
ch& \o. 164 for the seking

%
i-




