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Contemporary Thought.
Cu.uFitcrt0s, as practiseti in Ilte lmajurntY il

Aincrican cahleges, bias receiveti a beaity entiorse.
tuent ironit Rev. Il. R. I laweis, the poptilar Lon.
lian clergymn, lecturer, andi writer, nion Ots
visit ta this country. lMr. Ilaweis believes tbat
the Engiisii can taire a great inany bints fronst lthe
joint'educatian af mnen anti waoiien ; tial il is a
systein whici lias a retiuiing inlihience ail hoth sexes
anti inicb lirc(erable ta tue sysieni practiseti in
Englanti, of lîaviîîg separate ladies' niniv'ersilies
like Girton anti Newnihziii. I lis ideas are tlle
resuit of a îhe-ec' isit at Carnel!, wiîere, for
sixteen ycats, ca.emlucaîion lbas beeni sticcessliy

Tii'. Aierican elemecnti. bame o respect for even
,o, venerabie a nlîing as tise Egyp1 ian obelisk.
Tlîey are veritably eating it np). To preseit thi.,
irreverent destruction, wvoikinen have i>een sent tu
Centrai Park ta enicase tîme mtonoliih in% a coating
n'bicis, il is believeti, wiil prevent funrîber depreda-
lion. Every loose flake of tliesmteis bceing renioveti.
Altcr this the sutrface of the stane wiii be litateui
in sections and the protector, a coinpounti of par.
aiffine nti creosate, wiil be appiet. This coni.
pounti penetrates (lie pores ofthe stone, anci liard.
enis. Il resisis the action ai acitaiais, gaises,
andi ail extrenies af temiperature, anti prcuces no
other efféc on the appearance of tise stone tuais lu
nulake it slightiy dtrkcr.-Cla:taliïlial.

JUt)GtNc by the nuntiber of ex.îeachers wbao
bave becoie praîninent in Anierîcan politics, ane
migbt concintle ibait the schoolroi is flot ani
minusuai stepsping staîle ta greatness. Since iSSa
tbe United Stages siave liatl tbree îsresitlents whose
navitiate lis heen serveti at Ille tcacber's decs.
In Congress,, the nuiibers who have trird ta
tecc the yaung ideas bosv ta shoot irsay ise
caunteti Ly scores ; tbase wbose efforts bave been
cinincntly unsucccssii, at least b' tioeens. Tue
inmory ai Mr. fliaines iii.success in a Kentucky
iiitary acadeny is saiti ta Ilave inilitateul against

bis success as a presidlentiai candiidate. Tise
thanightfui, p)aticnt-looi:ing Speaker Carlisle is saiti
ta be a typical petiagogue in appearance. La'
thrap), Mlinister ta kussia, mianageti ta subsist as a
teacher in Michtigan for nine inonîhs. Minister
Cas taught for thrcc nîontiîs in antr Obio schoal, anti
mighî possibly have remtained in the profession, if
the parents afiis pmniils iati flot inaniiotisy re-
ujuestid bis resignatian. ]lut santie Anitrican
statesmren have been suiccessful tcachers'-notably
President Garfieldi, svho svas ail his lité connecteti
wuitli educational instittutions.-Ha1ýfa.v Citéit.

Titi' niasu. usefui ss'rk wvhich l'roFessaor 1 iyatt
ha'; donc, antd that for which he dleserves inuch
credit, is in canicion with 1sapuiar science-
tenching. Ilis way ai teaching is original, anti
tendcd ta inspire tise student vith a lave for naturai
history, by tcaching Mîin ta ]col, abotut for binseif
andi observe whaî ti'cre is ta sec. Ilis tirs?. inter-
view and study wvith Louis Agassiz haid muîch to
(Io wiîh shaping luis course, anti fornmet the basis
O~' bis systemt of teaclîing. Sinicc this sîuuiy lins
hati sucb an imtportant lsearing upan bis lueé, wu
rei)toIuctlue accouint ai it in Proiessor Ilyal s
awn words. i>rafessor i lyatt says: Il lie gave uic
a I>cntacrinitc, or stone.iiy, a rallber conillex

fossil, anti tii ie tu stiuly il. Trhis i titauglit ta
lie easy wark, so 1 trtok a strai i% Isle alternoon
atîmi tliotîglit uittie ai it. Next iiîtrniig lie camte
ilt) ta iii> talie iid asiret uIc %vitat i liau roundîr.
1 ias n'ev'e sttim front Nature isefore, iud betgaît
giviig au very geiterai description, sa-i..."tl..t-il
n'as a fassdi iletrifimctiaiî, etc., andi Imal wviiat ais.
litaret lms the hegittiinig of a1 blei. WVileil
gai t lIis point, lie eniul, iii ait iluiptient tone
'stop) ! stop) ! voit doli'î 1,11ov; aiuythiîg about il.
It is jus wiiat 1 I iccd. VOum imatveii't tait! ite
aiiytiig limaI J'oit kson'. Ltook atI il agait andu
tell Ill sooîeiting tial yats sec for >'anrseii 1
htall faint book rcunintbrances, anti liaci ben reiy-
ing uîpai tîtese. Taken Ill aisack aI tliis, 1 began
ta suorir. I tiîaîîgit about il ail diy anti creanseci
abolit il -as niglîl. Next nîorniiug 1 began tu tel!
his wliat 1 isat lostnd out, an(. k<clore 1 suas aise
quarter Iliramgh lie stalspeti ie, saying * 'rThat is
good; i lit, lie agidict, ' yoii have flot yet tolti uIl
whiat 1 'vant.' NVsith this lie isoinemi ta tue sîde ai
tse fouttu wimere starisies, ajîbitîians, atît Sea-
tîrchins %vtr keisî, aîîm tol it in ta e wiiat mtuoe
lie wanted. Ini titis blititi 'a>', wiîiu îîa iîrîlier
hint, 1 work'eà mîsucessriliy for a1 long limte . hd
I founti ttat 1 litat oluittedti ie maot con~stiotts
paint, tlue star.iike aspearaîsce. Not knowing
wlietler Ilis svas ai imptlortaînce or flot, i tiinidiy
reportid aI the fiext interview titis reselîîbauce ta
tbe star- ft5 s, antd irofessar Agassiz n'as satisfitd.
Titis buiraîct imita nsy inint tise mîsst imsportant
lesson af i ms life lion ta get reai kno%%ledge Ib>'
observation, anîd lio' ta use il by comtparison anti

infcrnce.-1"mu "Skýeh of 'lp/:eus H att4" lin
Pqitlar Seiieec Aionlhly for Dece,,inir.

LkEl' usle taire a1 sinîgle exalsijile af iton evemi a
usetty msanufactutre iitrave<i ly Ille îenchings <of
science affects the couutiorîs anti cilarges lthe re-
sources of unailkmnt. \'isen I n'as a boy tlt aniy
way ai oitaining a liglun %vas b>' tise tinuler'box
withl ils quadrup~le ilialeriais, flint andt steel,
lîmrneti rags or tintier, anti a suîiîiîmr.îuîatch. If
evtryting 'vent n'eu, if Ilte box castim be fouinti
aiti thse air suas dry, a iight cossit i>e obtaincti iii
twa minutes ; but s'cry olten the tinte occttiieti %va-.
îîîuch lotnger, anti tue usracess bccanîe a great triai
la lthe scrunity ai tetttjer. Th'ie catiscence ai
tiiis n'as, glial a ire or a lunrniiug laitîp s%'as kelît
alight throughll duc<a'. 01<1 Gerard, in hbs
111 lerisal, tells uts lion' certain imtigi n'ere ui5Cm
ta catry tlie frans anc part ai the country ta the
otlîcr. The limier'l lsO ong fieldi ils position as a
great uiscovery in the arts. 'l'lie py.ri'Uictita
îÎmiiaî'ia oi Ille Romans appîears ta ]lave been luntchî
the sanle iluuiiicment, tiiotg a litile rutier titan the
flint anti steel n'iichitlip th CUacI put int the
colir ai tue Golden Fiecce in 1429 as at represen.
tation ai iîigh knowletige in tue pîragress ai the
arts. Il continucti ta lîrevail titli S33, twhieui
jihospliorusuacies xsvctc inir,,(ttccti, îlmotgh 1
have iîecn aitîused ta find lia itre are a fen'
vencrable atscients in Lontdon whoi still stick tu îîe
t'înuer-box, antd for wlioni a fen' shous l'ep a
silali supply. Phaspharus wvas no new tiiscavery,
for it luati been oltaineti iy antr Araisian calîcti
Bechel in tise eigiîtl century. lan'cver, il n'as
forgasten, nti n'as recliscavercdl iy Brandi, wlîa
mtade il aou( of '.'cy sîinking rtuateriais in 1669.
Otimer discaveries had, hosuever, tu lic ite b-fore
il couii lie useti for imcier'îîîatches. Thse scientce
af conmbustion was only clcveloued on the dis-

coveryoai xygen a century later. Tite b'at tu
clapse before chiîciîical analysis shawed die kind or
sudlics wili couiti be atid to piospliorts su fls
to niake it ignite readily. Sa il was nlt till IS33
Ibiat matches bccaIn a ptartial sucess. lntoicraiîiy
hsad tbey tîten were. dangerousiy iniiamnniabie,
lirisy poisoitous to the inikers, anti injurions go
tlie Iiigs af 1 *fe canIstuiners. It rec1nired anlother
discoVurY isy Sclttuîr, in 1845, tu change poison-
ails waxy ilit0 ifluiocttis red*brick phiospliortis in
order tbat ilhese defcICCs ingîli bc reidied ani tu
give nis the saféty miatch of tie prescrit dny.-Sir
1,)oôe 1>/ny/air, in 1'o'uIar Stience illoiîîMy for

ZitM sal. was the coipafluiof i er )lits.
ianti in bis scientific rescarclies, lus rending and

wvriîiîig, anti tliis biograpuiy wvbich she lias prepareti
is in every way a tiiarougiiiy ibie anti satisiacltsry
record of a flle singuiarly inturesting, flot aniy to
scientiî'ic but ta non.proiessionai tenders as weIi.
1 le was a tuaai of inning pecrsanaility as weii as
liigh scholarly attainmrent. The materiai front
wiiicis this isoak is iargeiy matie mp %vas criginaiiy
collectcd oniy for preservation anti reicrence in Ille
iatuily ;recagniting tbe vaine of the papsers tu
4%gassiz'b followerà ami adnîirers, il wvas dccim3ed tao
issue thi5 baok. The twa distinct îkrîiods in the
Eile of Agassiz are sharpiy divideti by thiese two
v'olumes. The firsi relates ta tlie scientist's liue in
Lnrope, andi the second ta bis ativenînres in titis
country. As a boy lie was a daring leader in ail
athietie sports, an infimilibie guide tu liaunts of
birds ani Çis, andtincote fond af a tramp in the
waods witb lus brother Auguste titan of serions
stutiy. At ten years of -age he began msaking nates
of bis observations, ani continucd iliem tintil
nicariy îwenty yerirs aid. Ilefore gliat tinte, how-
ever, lie lidt ciiaseî ]lis profession, anti iience-
forth evury step) %as a stcp farwar-td. Ilis sincerily
anti intinstry woan Mi praise front the best rien in
bis profession, aniong tbein Humiiboldit and Cuvier.
To tie former lie wv.s indeiîted for sîniling encour-
agenient ami asost iiieiy aid. Tise hami sa
gracions>' extenderi by the aider ian wvas never
withdratvn, andi il %%as iiiîiily dlue Ia ils kinciiy
support that he uvas enableti ta prosecate bis sttiiesq
anti invest igations -.%ier ieàving col lge. In îS32 be
began bis cireer as a teaclier in the University af
N'eufchatel. andi sas iost successtui. Ilis love of
tcaching was second anly lu bis lave of nature.
Aiiîid the (luntes of tbe lecttnre-room lie nian,.gcti
to ismrsite bis sittdis. andi write bis imposrtant wsoîk
an Il Fossil Fishies." Il was 1subliied in instal-
nients, ant i scnred a recognition in Englanui,
Amierica, France end Gerniany. Il s btutiy of the
Glacial Tlieory witlî Praiessor Gnyot, naturaliy led
bini dIccpiy into p)al.ntoog>', ami gave lîin bis
inspiration ta visit America. Il îvas flot until
1 S49, hawever, that lie Inlanageti ta start uplin whal.
lie isurisse should be a visit bere, but %vhicli
praveti ta be bis permanent bonte. 1 le began bis
nen' carter by iecturing in tbe principal cities, anti
ly bis simple anti iinp)rcssive bandling of invoiveti
suîjcîs scurcd front the people an afi'cctionate
interest w'bich neyer flagged. Ilotb volumes are
fuit afi 0505 inlcresting personai niatters, relateci in
a cbarmiing, natural style. Aa.i' etlgat
anti devotion la zaology, botnny, gcalogy. chenus.
try, anti paixvontology sncecessively, is taiti by ani
appreciative anti sytlittllctic friet. Y» d

/3uycr, on Li/e of Louis A4gassiz.
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